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This is 
the day 

the Lord has 
made; let us 
rejoice and 
be glad.

Easter joy: Resurrection of Christ and Women at the Tomb by Fra Angelico.
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Easter Messages

ARCHDIOCESAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

The Archdiocesan 
Development Fund 

wishes all our 
customers a very 
Happy and Holy 

Easter
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Thank you for supporting the good  
works of the Church and caring for our most 

vulnerable neighbours.

May your Easter be  
filled with the blessings 

of the Risen Christ. 

TOGETHER. 
We can make a difference. 

DON’T GIVE UP, 
THERE’S HELP OUT THERE

- KEITH

Thanks to Vinnies and a supportive 
local employer, Keith was able to 
rebuild his life after a period of 
homelessless. 

To donate visit: vinnies.org.au/donate 
select QLD or call 13 18 12. Wishing you blessings  

of hope, happiness  
and peace this Easter.
www.svcs.org.au

ONE Saturday afternoon earlier in Lent I visited 
people in two different aged care homes in 
Cairns.

Maybe it is because I now am over 70 myself 
– in the afternoon tea time of life – as an Eng-
lish writer quaintly described it, but I was never 
more struck than on those visits by the frailty of 
body and mind in old age.

And we are all now living so much longer.
The French philosopher, or perhaps more accurately described as 

a popularist, Voltaire (1694-1778), when asked what age he was, 
responded perceptively or poignantly – I have been dying for the 
last seventy years.

Our lives can be a strange series of small deaths and minor resur-
rections.

We can be ill and then recover; we can be grief-stricken and then 
restored.

The Lord Himself died and rose aged 33, which we consider to be 
tragically young.  

Yet for His time and place that was not necessarily so.  
With then a much shorter average life expectancy, particularly for 

males, He was at least in the mature years of life.
Many of us now alive may live three times as long – to 99, if we 

do not quite make it to the 100 in time to receive the telegram (or 
whatever you get now) from King William.  

I am a few months older than Prince Charles, but consider myself 
in rather better shape than he is. 

I might yet beat him to the 100.
However, from those nursing home visits and from intimations 

of my own mortality, the words spoken to Elijah take on a new 
resonance:

“Get up and eat, or the journey will be too long for you.” (1 King: 
19.7)

For ourselves, as Christians and hopefully becoming ever more 
Christ-like, our food is Eucharist.  

Each time we celebrate and receive we participate in His death 
and His resurrection.

Bishop James Foley
of Cairns

IN many ways the world and 
the church are passing through 
dark times, and the question 
is how to make sense of the 
darkness.  

We aren’t the first 
to face that question.  

It lies at the heart 
of the Bible which 
is a grand and com-
plex answer to the 
question, What does 
the darkness mean?  

The Hebrew Bible came forth from 
the darkness of the Babylonian Exile 
when the religious world of ancient 
Israel seemed to have collapsed.  

The People of God sifted through 
the embers of hopelessness and found a 
spark of hope which eventually became 
the great flame of Judaism.  

The New Testament emerged from the 
darkness of the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans and the persecution in 
Rome under Nero.  

To make sense of the darkness the 
early Christians turned to the death of 
Jesus.  Calvary looked like the collapse 
of hope: as the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus say, “Our hope had been that 
he would be the one to set Israel free” 
(Luke 24:21).  

Facing into the darkness of the world 
and the church, we too turn to the Cross.  
Evil is powerful and the darkness is real.  

Finding hope in the midst of 
what seems to be hopeless

Becoming Christ-like

But the greater power which raised 
Jesus from the dead – we call it the love 
of God – will bring good from evil, light 
from darkness.  

So when we kindle the new fire at 
Easter we go to the very heart of bibli-

cal religion, finding fresh hope in the 
midst of what seems to be hopelessness.  
That’s why even now we will sing the 
songs of joy.  

The victory belongs to love.  
Archbishop Mark Coleridge

of Brisbane

Victory over death: The Holy Face of Manoppello on display at the shrine in Man-
oppello, Italy.             Photo: CNS
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EASTER JOY
By Mark Bowling 

“BELONGING” is a strong, moti-
vating force for eight teachers and 
staff from one Brisbane college who 
will join the Catholic Church this 
Easter.

“I honestly feel that I will be officially one of 
‘us’ which to me is awesome,” 37-year-old,  St 
Columban’s College, Caboolture teacher Paula 
Pellowe said.

Mrs Pellowe is one of the eight soon-to-be 
Catholics who have completed eight weeks 
of discernment and instruction guided by the 

school’s assistant principal for religious educa-
tion and identity, Raechel Fletcher, and parish 
priest Fr David Pascoe.

“I have long wanted to make it ‘official’ to be-
come a Catholic after wanting to join the Church 
for quite a number of years,” 39-year-old Julie 
Atkins, also a St Columban’s teacher, said.

Mrs Fletcher said forming trusting relation-
ships had been essential in leading the eight staff 
members on their faith journey.

“This does not simply happen,” she said.
“Jesus was relational and present to his com-

munity at the time, and Father David has taken 
an active role in our college in being present to 
our community.”

Fr Pascoe said instruction for the college staff 
was similar to an RCIA course (Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults), but done “ in a school 
context rather than a parish context”.

“It’s brilliant. I’ve never heard of that number 
coming from a Catholic college at any one time 
before,” he said.

“When Raechel approached me I thought 
‘well here’s the movement of the spirit’ lets take 
it from there.

“There are quite a few teachers in Catholic 
schools who are not Catholic, but live the ethos 
if you like.”

Mrs Atkins, a college religion teacher and 
pastoral and wellbeing leader, said her admission 

into the Church would help her “walk the walk 
and talk the talk” with students.

Her husband is a Catholic and said she was 
welcomed “warmly” into his strong Catholic 
family. 

“I have three children who are all Catholic 
and attend Catholic schools at St Peter’s and St 
Columban’s College, Caboolture,” she said.

“I love both of the schools and the parish and 
how welcoming and approachable they are.”

She said her colleagues had also influenced 
her decision to become Catholic.

“Their compassion for students and people 
at the margins, and asking the questions, ‘what 
would Jesus do?’,” Mrs Atkins said. 

CONTINUED PAGE 6

Eight staff from Caboolture college answer Jesus’ call

Easter blessings: The St Columban’s College teachers and staff becoming Catholic at Easter, from left,  Paula Pellowe, Andrew Skinner, Richard Gradwell, Melissa Kane, Ashleigh Stegert, Julie Atkins, 
Heather Depasquale and Juan Bessinger.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
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CHaT wiTH Us

P8

IT is a difficult task to change peo-
ple’s attitude or mind-set, as anyone 
engaged in education will readily 
tell you.  

To change whole personalities, to turn around 
life’s patterns, needs a miracle.

Twelve men, unlettered in the main, yet 
skilled in the practical aspects of the fishermen 
trade, once followed Christ for diverse reasons. 
Some dreamt of an earthly kingdom in which 
they would have power and prestige. 

Others imagined they would be endowed with 
great supernatural powers.   

All however bathed in the reflected popularity 
of the new teacher from Nazareth. 

The shame of their leader’s public execution, 
however, shattered all such dreams. 

In fear, they huddled together in the upper 
room, behind locked doors and then retired to 
their old working haunts, the shores of Lake 
Galilee.

In these two places they were totally trans-
formed by a power, which, measured by its all-
pervading effects, must have been supernatural. 
And what a transformation it was.

They went out fearlessly to proclaim to the 
whole known world, that “He has Risen”, and 

this despite encountering opposition and ridicule 
on all sides.

Now no longer petty factions, bickering 
among themselves as to “who was the greatest”; 
no longer weak and indecisive; no longer beat-
ing a coward’s retreat in the face of opposition, 
but strong and courageous, united to seed the 
world with His words and His ways. 

I often think that such a transformation is the 
greatest proof of the Resurrection.

Yes, even in mighty Rome, then the centre 
of political power, wealth, munificence and 
materialism, they had the courage to preach the 
ridiculous idea that a person, crucified as a com-
mon criminal under Roman law, was in fact God 
Incarnate. 

That was just as absurd to the Romans as the 
idea of a supreme Deity is to today’s professed 
atheists, or the idea of chastity to today’s sexu-
ally permissive society. 

How sincere were these twelve transformed 
men? 

The proof of their sincerity lay in their spilled 
blood. 

Nor did it all end with Roman swords blunted 
by Christian bodies, or wild beasts satiated with 
Christian blood. 

The cycles of the years have spun away into 

history, yet each cycle has produced millions of 
transformed hearts, minds and voices to echo the 
cry...”He has risen”. 

In our own times, great eternal truths have 
been dissolved away by the acids of disbelief, 
selfishness and ignorance.

We need now more than ever, brave follow-
ers of Christ, to witness to the fact that, despite 
the hopelessness which seems to have settled 
over us, despite our inability to solve the major 
world problems, a radical transformation is still 
possible. 

It is the “Light of Christ”, that same power 
which long ago transformed simple fishermen 
into giants of apostles, which can still radically 
change our materialistic, pleasure-loving, selfish 
society into a “kingdom of justice, a kingdom of 
love, peace and understanding.”

This Eastertide, let us, encouraged by our 
Lenten prayer, self-denial and almsgiving, be 
bold enough not only to hope and pray for such 
a transformation but also with uplifted voices, 
confidently proclaim “He is risen ... He is risen 
indeed’.

Fr Frank Freeman is a Salesian of Don Bosco. 
He has been the editor of the Australian Sale-
sian Bulletin for many years.
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FAITH IN LIFE
  BY FR FRANk FREEMAN

The resurrection lies at the heart of our faith

P14

He is risen: This 
15th-century paint-
ing from the Royal 
Library of Turin 
in Italy shows an 
empty tomb de-
picting the Resur-
rection. Easter, the 
chief feast in the 
liturgical calendars 
of all Christian 
churches, com-
memorates Christ’s 
resurrection from 
the dead. 

Photo: CNS
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Will you give a regular gift to support 
the  Church’s charitable agencies and 

help fulfil Christ’s mission of love?

Four charities. One Church. Living Faith. 

A regular gift - no matter the size - will support seminarians 
education, our most vulnerable neighbours, elderly and unwell 

priests, and give children in crisis a Catholic education. 
Gifts over $2 are tax-deductible. 

When you give a regular gift, you join the Living Faith Society and will receive 
a quarterly Living Faith devotional, a consolidated tax receipt, and updates on 

how your gifts are being used.  

Holy Spirit Seminary Centacare

The Priests Foundation MacKillop Bursary Fund

Post: Living Faith Society, 
GPO Box 282, Brisbane, Qld 4001

Visit: catholicfoundation.org.au/livingfaith

Call: 07 3324 3200
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‘Brian (Moore) will be greatly missed by us all for 
his guidance, love, compassion and respect for others’

Vincentian leader 
lived life for others 
FORMER St Vincent de Paul 
Society Queensland state president 
Brian Moore, who regularly wrote a 
column for The Catholic Leader, has 
died from a long-term illness.

A Vinnies member for more than 50 years, 
Mr Moore held various roles as a Vincentian, 
including state president, senior vice president 
of the society’s state council, diocesan presi-
dent Toowoomba and regional president in the 
Toowoomba region on three occasions. 

State president Dennis Innes said Mr Moore 
left a lasting legacy on the organisation, not 
only throughout the Toowoomba region, but 
across the state. 

“Having served the Society for over five dec-
ades in a number of different leadership roles 
Brian had a huge impact, the Society would not 
be where it is today without his passion and 
dedication,” Mr Innes said. 

“He was a man who practiced his beliefs 
every day in helping the lonely, checking on 
the sick and providing assistance to the people 
of the Toowoomba and Warwick communities 
over many years. 

“Brian will be greatly missed by us all for 
his guidance, love, compassion and respect for 
others. 

“Our deepest sympathies are with his wife 
Beverley and his extended family and our 
thoughts and prayers are with them at this dif-
ficult time.”

Mr Moore’s monthly column in The Catholic 
Leader offered a Vincentian perspective on the 
world at large and kept readers up to date with 
all things Vinnies.

In his last Vinnies View column on March 
31 column, Mr Moore wrote about Lent, the 
danger of secularism and a renewal of faith. 

“The season of Lent should never be seen as 
boring period, it is a great opportunity for us 
all – to take up our cross and follow Christ, to 
renew our faith, and to refresh and strengthen 

our relationship with God, through prayer and 
actions of penance,” Mr Moore wrote.

“Jesus said, ‘If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me’.

“He also said, ‘For whoever wants to save his 
own life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake will save it’. (Luke 9: 23-24)

“Do you remember the childhood saying, 
‘Finders keepers, losers are weepers’. 

“Jesus has a different version for us to con-
sider.

“He tells us that, ‘Losers are keepers’.
“It is indeed true, that it costs to follow Jesus 

– but it costs more not to.
“How many of us are really willing to bear a 

cross for Jesus?
“Are we prepared to lose our life for Him, 

only to find it?
“They are challenging questions to reflect 

upon.
“Jesus calls us to die every day to our selfish 

plans, ambitions and self-fulfilment.
“In other words – it is a matter of letting His 

will be done and not ours.”
Mr Moore was also involved in a number 

Vinnies’ State Committees, and most recently 
served in the role of Good Works Ambassador. 

Peter Maher, who recently retired as chief 
executive officer of Vinnies Queensland, said 
Mr Moore exemplified what being a Vincentian 
was all about. 

“What impressed me the most about Brian 
was his commitment to the Society, to its mis-
sion and ethos,” he said. 

“Whenever Brian saw a need he did some-
thing about it, whether it was to set up transport 
services for people with disabilities, a food 
division, a training program for members or a 
new Vinnies Centre, the list goes on. 

“Brian really understood what it was to be a 
member of the St Vincent de Paul Society, to be 
a Vincentian.”

Brian Moore: “Jesus calls us to die every day to our selfish plans, ambitions and self-fulfilment. In 
other words – it is a matter of letting His will be done and not ours.”

He was a man who practiced his beliefs 
every day in helping the lonely, checking 
on the sick and providing assistance to the 
people of the Toowoomba and Warwick 

communities over many years. 

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://catholicfoundation.org.au/livingfaith
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“While I sometimes laugh, it is not a bad ques-
tion to ask of ourselves sometimes when dealing 
with challenging students and families in our 
communities.”

She said Fr Pascoe has been understanding, 
open and welcoming. 

Mrs Pellowe, a pastoral leader and Chinese 
teacher, said her two children also attended 
Catholic schools, and seeing their engagement 
had “inspired” her.

“I think from a very long time I have always 
had an inkling that something is missing in my 
life,” she said. 

 “I have always had faith and a belief in God, 
and was a Christian, however I honestly didn’t 
have the connection that I have gained through 
my work at St Columban’s. 

“Secondly is the actual fact that I myself am 
working in a Catholic community. 

“It is a funny feeling.  Our school is a great 
community – one where you feel connected and 

like you belong.  Kind of like an extension of 
family. 

“The only problem is that although I felt like 
I was a part of the ‘family’, I was still on the 
outer – able to engage with Mass and liturgies, 
but not fully.  

“Sort of watching from the sidelines I guess. 
“This gradually over the past four or so years 

has kind of sat with me and it wasn’t until I 
was chatting with Raechel and I expressed this 
with her that I really thought I could become 
Catholic.”

Fr Pascoe said it was the role of Christians to 
evangelise. 

“Even in the midst of the pain and the suffer-
ing the Church is going through, that shouldn’t 
stop us from being the Church and that is to be 
on mission and draw people closer to Christ,” he 
said. 

“That is what we are called to do.
“There’s a really joyful expectation looking 

forward to Easter.”

FOR two years Emma and Henri Lucas have 
been donating fresh loaves of bread to pension-
ers and single parents after Sunday Mass at St 
Fabian’s Church, Yeerongpilly. 

Their generosity has since yielded the support 
of St Vincent de Paul’s St Fabian Conference, 
which has been delivering its own bread to the 
area for nearly fifteen-years. 

 “Two years ago, when I was in Year 6 at St 
Sebastian’s Yeronga, we asked our local Vinnies 
if the leaders of the school could help in their 
bread run,” Emma, who is now in Year 8, said.  

“This was a way for us to help a charity in our 
community.

“Vinnies agreed and this was done every Sun-
day throughout a term in 2017.”

Emma said that Year 5 and 6 students were 
able to volunteer with two parents acting as driv-
ers and supervisors.

“I thought this was an excellent way to get to 
know and be kind to people I did not know and 
help them by giving them some bread to eat,” 
she said.

“The people we delivered bread to thanked 
us and said they appreciated our generosity and 
kindness.

“When Mum asked me to do it again this year 
with my brother Henri, I was delighted and keen 
to help again.”

Henri is only in Year 4, but he understands 
fully the gravity of his work. 

“I thought that it was great helping people in 
need to get fresh bread, I cannot wait until I do it 
again,” he said. 

“The bread smells delicious and everyone 
seems to be smiling when we arrive.”

St Fabian’s Conference, which is attached to 
the parish at Yeerongpilly, now delivers donated 
bread to companions in the area on Friday and 
Sunday.

Fridays’ deliveries reach people who rent a 
single room for up to $200 a week and share 
communal facilities to cook, shower and wash 
laundry. 

About 35 small loaves of bread, or packets of 
six bread rolls, are given out on Fridays. 

On Sunday, loaves of bread and bags of bread 
rolls are available to seventy-five pensioners 
(age and disability pensions) plus some single 
parents to choose what they need.

– Nicholas Holt 

Lucas siblings multiplying loaves of bread for pensioners

Breaking bread: Henri Lucas with his sister Emma ready to hand out bread.

Drawing people closer to Jesus

MORE than five hundred years after her death, 
St Rita of Cascia’s guiding light continues to 
give hope to abuse survivors.

In partnership with St Vincent de Paul Society 
and Centacare, the Brisbane Diocesan Council 
has established a new special works conference 
named after St Rita of Cascia (the patron saint of 
abuse victims) to support women and children 
escaping domestic violence.

“Five years ago we started to undertake a 
program for assisting women and their children 
that have been through domestic violence and 
need assistance,” St Rita’s Conference president 
Don Gore said. “The St Rita of Cascia Confer-
ence was established to complement the support 
program families can access when they move out 
of a refuge into Vinnie’s ‘Transitional Assisted 
Housing Program’.” 

The conference built three townhouses to 
will be used for families affected by domestic 
violence.

St Rita of Cascia special works conference 
would provide sustainable tenancy support for 
women and children who have survived domes-
tic violence.

In the past year, women in Queensland lodged 
11,000 domestic violence orders – 77 per cent of 
the total DVOs in the state.

Mr Gore said that the families would receive 
material and pastoral care from members – with 
family practitioner and counseling services pro-
vided by Centacare – until they were in position 
to move out into the wider community. 

“We now need to recruit new conference 
members to help us achieve that,” Mr Gore said.

“At the time of signing up for the program, the 
conference members would (with the property 
manager) ensure that the family has the right 
support they require to be able to move into the 
property smoothly.”                  – Nicholas Holt

Saintly cause helping 
abuse victims in Brisbane Forging strong links

By Mark Bowling 

NINE Timorese war veterans will 
stand alongside Australian veterans 
during next week’s Anzac Day Mass 
in Brisbane’s St Stephen’s Cathe-
dral.

The attendance of Timorese veterans is 
becoming a tradition and has an extra poignancy 
in 2019 – 20 years after the country’s vote for 
independence.

Timor Leste President Francisco Guterres 
joined a contingent of veterans visiting Queens-
land in 2017, taking part in Anzac Day com-
memorations in Brisbane, and also visiting 
Lavarack Barracks in Townsville.

Close links between Aussie diggers and 
Timorese fighters date back to World War Two, 
and continued after Timor Leste’s often-brutal 
transition to independence.

During the Pacific conflict against the 
Japanese, more than 60,000 Timorese perished, 
many, as they supported Australian Commandos. 

More than 35,000 Australian troops served in 
Timor from 1999-2012, and since independence 
in 2002, Australia has helped East Timor rebuild 
its armed forces, and there is a warm friendship 
between the veterans of both nations.

Relations have matured further with ongoing 
collaboration of veterans in healing and rehabili-
tation through the SE Queensland-based Veteran 
Care Association and its Timor Awakening pro-
gramme, led by former Marist Ashgrove student 
Michael Stone. 

The Timor Leste delegation to Brisbane this 
ANZAC Day will be led by Jorge Alves, a clan-
destine intelligence commander during Timor’s 

independence struggle against Indonesia, and 
now a leader of his country’s veterans taskforce.

QLD RSL and Veterans Care Association 
have supported Timorese veterans in efforts to 
form their own returned soldiers league.

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of 
Timor-Leste’s UN-supported vote for independ-
ence.

As with previous delegation visits to Queens-

land the visit provides an opportunity for 
Timor-Leste veterans and officials to learn from 
Australian institutions, communities and initia-
tives that commemorate military history and sup-
port veterans and their families.

They will attend Brisbane’s Anzac Day dawn 
service, march in the Anzac parade, and attend 
Mass at St Stephen’s Cathedral Mass starting at 
8am.

Forging links: Timor Leste president Francisco Guterres greets Brisbane Archbishop Mark Col-
eridge during a 2017 visit to Queensland to strengthen veteran ties and take part in Anzac Day 
commemorations.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
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the genuine pilgrim experience

14 Day Pilgrimage
Superior Accommodation
Breakfast & Dinner Daily
Private Daily Mass
Outstanding Local Guides

DEPARTS: 
15 JUL 2019 

Accompanied by: 
Fr Chris Sarkis

2019 PILGRIMAGE Lands of St Paul

  TOUR COST FROM           

$4,990  twin
share

harvestjourneys.com  
1800 819 156

10 NIGHTS / 14 DAYS
Athens (2) / Ancient Corinth / Meteora (2) / 
Beroea /  Kavala (1) / Philippi / Thessaloniki  (1) 
/ Island of Patmos (2) / Kusadasi (2) / Ephesus / 
Izmir / Optional Malta Extension (3)

The Acts of the Apostles will come 
alive as we rediscover the faith and 

struggles of the early Christians

BOOK NOW
SEATS LIMITED

 

Those affected by abuse and misconduct by Church personnel need 
to be supported and encouraged to speak their truth. 
Their voices need to be heard. Disclosures of this nature should be 
made to the Professional Standards Office Qld, either by: 

Email

Post

Phone

Fill in a Professional Standards disclosure form 
(accessed via our website psoqld.catholic.net.au)  and email it to 
psoqld@catholic.net.au

Fill in a Professional Standards disclosure form 
and post it to us at: PO Box 3264, Brisbane QLD 4001

1800 337 928      OR      (07) 3324 3070
Office hours 9.00am to 4.00pm  Monday to Friday 
(except public holidays)

By Mark Bolwing

A BRISBANE pro-life campaigner 
has not discounted further civil 
disobedience, after the High Court 
dismissed his appeal to laws that 
prescribe 150-metre “safe access 
zones” around abortion clinics.

“I don’t think it is right to simply roll over and 
accept this,” Graham Preston said of the laws 
that are now in force in Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victoria and Tasmania.

Mr Preston was one of two complainants who 
appealed to the High Court that they had been 
denied their right to freedom of political com-
munication.

On April 10, the High Court dismissed the 
appeal, saying state laws served a legitimate 

purpose.
Mr Preston, who faced three charges 

for his protests in Hobart in 2014 
and 2015, was found to have been 
within a no protest zone, car-
rying placards reading “Every 
child has the right to life” and 
“Everyone has the right to 
life”. 

He also carried an enlarged 
photo of an eight-week preborn 
baby.

Mr Preston was convicted and 
fined $3000.

A second person, Kathleen Clubb, 
had previously been convicted after trying 
to hand a pamphlet to a couple outside an east 
Melbourne clinic in 2016.

The pair both argued the laws preventing them 
from protesting outside clinics in Tasmania and 

Victoria were unconstitutional.
The High Court ruled the laws about 
no protest zones served a purpose 

– to protect women attending a 
clinic and seeking a termination.

“The burden on political 
communication imposed by the 
protest prohibition is slight,” 
Chief Justice Kieffel said.

Three of the seven judges 
hearing the case said the pur-

pose of the law outweighed any 
freedom of speech concerns.
“It’s very disappointing… but we 

are not despairing,” Mr Preston said 
about the ruling.
“From a freedom of speech point of view it is 

a very bad precedent. 
“And from a pro-life position it is even worse, 

because not being able to be there to offer help 

to people is tragic.
“On the day I was arrested in Tasmania I was 

holding a sign that said ‘everyone has a right to 
life’.

“Lives are going to be lost because of this 
decision.”

Mr Preston said he respected the law and the 
state, however, “we can make an idol of that and 
as Peter and John said, ultimately we must obey 
God rather than men”.

“And that’s the tricky line a Christian has to 
walk, as to when the state crosses that line and 
we must be prepared to disobey,” he said.

“That is always the case with civil disobedi-
ence.”

Mr Preston is due to appear in the Brisbane 
Magistrates Court next month after a protest 
against abortion in public, but not inside an abor-
tion clinic safe zone.

Life advocate: Graham Preston.

Pro-lifers lose High Court appeal

CATHOLIC organisations have accused the 
Federal Government of acting immorally by ma-
nipulating funding streams through an Amend-
ment Bill that would trap developing Pacific 
nations into further debt. 

Catholic Religious Australia said the Export 
Finance and Insurance Corporation Amendment 
Bill was “rushed” and would have a punishing 
economic effect on underprivileged nations in 
the region.  

“There’s been a dramatic shift in Australia’s 
overseas aid towards the pacific,” CRA Justice 
Committee member Loreto Sister Sr Libby 
Rogerson said. 

 “A lot of that aid is now in terms of loans, 
rather than straight aid, and there’s a real worry 
that you just trap developing countries in another 
form of debt, and it’s not necessarily very help-
ful in the long term.”

Sr Rogerson said a reduction in bilateral aid 
programs would affect the poorest countries. 

“There will be significant reductions in 
our bilateral aid programs with Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Nepal,” Sr 
Rogerson said. 

“Our overseas development aid to Pakistan is 
going to fall by about thirty-five per cent and it’s 
a very, very needy country.

“It’s really about the moral humanitarian issue 
for us.

“We’ve now cut our overseas aid below the 
UK, below Canada, below a significant number 
of countries. 

“When a large number of developing countries 
are trying to increase their overseas aid, we have 
systematically reduced it over the last few years 
and we’re nowhere near the 0.7 per cent that the 
UN recommends.”

Despite the manipulation, Australia’s total for-
eign aid to the Pacific will increase from $1.3b 
to $1.4b – about a third of the total overseas 
development aid. 

Sr Rogerson said the majority of the funds 
would support the development of high priority 
infrastructure like telecommunications, energy, 

Funding cuts in Pacific and Asia will hurt the poorest countries

and transport. 
“These are beneficial to the country, however, 

they are in direct competition with what China is 
doing in the region,” she said

Australian Council for International Develop-
ment chief executive officer Marc Purcell  said 
aid was “being directed away from the extremely 
needy countries in Asia and Africa in order to 
bolster our defences against China”. 

Caritas Australia chief executive officer Paul 

O’Callaghan said the government had cut the 
Australian aid budget for the sixth year in a row, 
bringing it to a new historic low. 

“As a further blow, it’s taking $500 million 
out of what remains to fund a type of loans 
scheme which has previously been found to cre-
ate debt traps for vulnerable countries,” he said.

 “At the same time they’re decreasing funding 
for much-needed aid programs in countries like 
Cambodia and Bangladesh.”

CRA president Josephite Sister Monica Ca-
vanagh said cutting aid to developing countries 
“strikes at the heart of a country which prides 
itself on the ‘fair go’ and on ‘giving a hand up’”.

“This is a source of shame and I call on fair-
minded Australians to ask their ministers and lo-
cal members to re-think the amendment bill and 
act with compassion and generosity,” she said.

– Nicholas Holt

Hurting the poor: Rohingya refugee children gather in a playground at the Kutupalong refugee camp near Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. “There will be 
significant reductions in our bilateral aid programs with Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Nepal,” Sr Libby Rogerson said. Photo: CNS
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S Cook & Sons
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AT the end of a highly unusual 
spiritual retreat for the politi-
cal leaders of warring factions, 
Pope Francis knelt at the feet 
of the leaders of South Sudan, 
begging them to give peace a 
chance and to be worthy “fa-
thers of the nation.”

“As a brother, I ask you to remain in 
peace. I ask you from my heart, let’s go 
forward. There will be many problems, 
but do not be afraid,” he told the leaders, 
speaking without a text at the end of the 
meeting.

“You have begun a process, may it end 
well.

 “There will be disagreements among 
you, but may they take place ‘in the office’ 
while, in front of your people, you hold 
hands; in this way, you will be transformed 
from simple citizens to fathers of the na-
tion.

“The purpose of this retreat is for us to 
stand together before God and to discern 
his will.”

He made the remarks on April 11, 
closing the two-day retreat in the Domus 
Sanctae Marthae, the guesthouse where he 
lives.

The retreat participants included South 
Sudanese President Salva Kiir and four of 
the nation’s five designated vice presidents 
– Riek Machar, James Wani Igga, Taban 
Deng Gai and Rebecca Nyandeng De 
Mabior. 

Under the terms of a peace agreement 
signed in September, the vice presidents 
were to take office together May 12, shar-
ing power and ending the armed conflict 
between clans and among communities.

The retreat was the idea of Anglican 
Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury, 
spiritual leader of the Anglican Com-
munion, who attended the final part of the 
gathering. He and Pope Francis have been 
supporting the peace efforts of the South 
Sudan Council of Churches and, the Pope 
said again, they hoped to visit South Su-
dan together when there was peace.

Pope Francis told the politicians and 
members of the Council of Churches that 
“peace” was the first word Jesus said to 
his disciples after the resurrection.

“Peace is the first gift that the Lord 
brought us, and the first commitment that 
leaders of nations must pursue,” he said. 

“Peace is the fundamental condition 
for ensuring the rights of each individual 
and the integral development of an entire 
people.”

When South Sudan gained its independ-
ence from Sudan in 2011 after years of 
war, the people were filled with hope, the 

Pope Francis begs for peace at 
retreat for South Sudan leaders

Peace plea: Pope Francis kisses the feet of South Sudan President Salva Kiir at the 
conclusion of a two-day retreat for African nation’s political leaders. The Pope begged 
the leaders to give peace a chance. At right is Vice President Riek Machar.

Photo: CNS

Pope said. 
Too many of them have died or been 

forced from their homes or face starvation 
because of five years of civil war.

After “so much death, hunger, hurt and 
tears,” the pope said, the retreat partici-
pants “have clearly heard the cry of the 
poor and the needy; it rises up to heaven, 
to the very heart of God our father, who 
desires to grant them justice and peace.”

“Peace is possible,” the Pope told the 
leaders. 

They must tap into “a spirit that is noble, 
upright, strong and courageous to build 
peace through dialogue, negotiation and 
forgiveness.”

As leaders of a people, he said, those 
who govern will have to stand before 
God and give an account of their actions, 
especially what they did or didn’t do for 
the poor and the marginalised.

Pope Francis asked the leaders to linger 
a moment in the mood of the retreat and 
sense that “we stand before the gaze of the 
Lord, who is able to see the truth in us and 
to lead us fully to that truth.”

The leaders, he said, should recognise 
how God loves them, wants to forgive 
them and called them to build a country at 
peace.

CNS

CATHOLIC and Orthodox leaders 
condemned the bulldozing of memorial 
crosses at a site of communist-era mass 
executions.

Media reports said at least 15 protesters 
were arrested in early April when police 
cordoned off an area of the Kuropaty For-
est, outside Minsk, and bulldozers moved 
in to demolish about 70 5m-high crosses, 
which were taken away in unmarked 
trucks. 

The crosses sat where tens of thousands 
of execution victims were thrown in mass 
graves, mostly between 1937 and 1941.

“I feel desperate about the removal 
of these crosses,” Archbishop Tadeusz 
Kondrusiewicz, chairman of the Belarusian 
bishops’ conference, said.

“Perhaps some order is needed in this 
place, and perhaps it was necessary to 
move the crosses temporarily and then 
replace them. We also do such things – but 
not without telling people,” he said.

In an April 9 interview on his church’s 
website, he said the action had insulted 
Christians, and he urged people of all faiths 
to help “avoid a social explosion”.

The nation’s Catholic bishops’ confer-
ence demanded “an urgent stop” to the de-
struction of the crosses in Kuropaty, which 
they called one of the country’s “many 
Golgothas” and a “holy place of 
memory and prayer”.

The bishops accused the 
authorities of showing 
“indifference to the tragedy 
of mass killings” by failing 
consult religious representa-
tives.

“This demolition has taken 
place in Lent, furthermore, 
when Christians direct attention to 
the cross of Christ, the symbol of salva-
tion and hope,” the statement said.

Belarus’ predominant Orthodox Church 
urged a “mutually respectful dialogue, 
regardless of political convictions.”

“Crosses are not just religious symbols, 
but expressions of humanitarian values 
accepted in society,” the church’s Synodal 
Department for Society and Media Rela-
tions said.

“The cross should not serve as a pretext 
for political ambitions by certain social 

groups ... but at this mass burial site for 
victims of Stalin’s repressions, they are not 
political installations, but spiritual memori-

als to people who died under a regime 
which fought God.”

Official figures show ap-
proximately 30,000 people, 
including many Catholics, 
were buried at Kuropaty af-
ter being shot by the Soviet 
paramilitary police.

 Independent histori-
ans put the figure closer to 

250,000.
Crosses were placed at the site 

after the lifting of Soviet restrictions 
led to the unearthing of at least 500 mass 
graves in 1988; more crosses were added 
in July 2018 at the initiative of opponents 
of President Oleksandr Lukashenka, who 
has been elected five times since 1994 amid 
claims of ballot-rigging.

In an April 5 statement, the Belarusian 
Forestry Ministry said the crosses had been 
“illegally installed” on territory controlled 
by the State Forestry Fund, and the area 
needed “beautification works”.           CNS

Bulldozing of crosses at site of executions condemned

Trafficking a ‘crime 
against humanity’, 
Pope Francis says
HUMAN trafficking is a “crime against humanity”, because it 
denies the human dignity of the victim, seeing him or her only 
as a piece of merchandise to be used to enrich or give pleasure to 
another, Pope Francis said. 

Human trafficking, “in its multiple forms, is a wound in the 
humanity of those who endure it and those who commit it,” the 
Pope said, addressing the closing session of a conference. 

The Migrants and Refugees Section of the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Development organised the conference. 

The office brought together more than 200 bishops, priests, 
men and women religious, project coordinators, pastoral work-
ers, representatives of Catholic organisations and foundations 
and trafficking experts from around the world to brainstorm and 
co-ordinate efforts to stop trafficking. 

“Trafficking,” the Pope said, was “an unjustifiable violation of 
the victims’ freedom and dignity, which are integral dimensions 
of the human person willed and created by God. This is why it 
must be considered, without a doubt, a crime against humanity.” 

Pope Francis praised women religious, in particular, but also 
all Catholics working to stop human trafficking and assist the 
victims. 

Before offering his blessing to conference participants, he 
prayed that God would “bless all the victims, console them, be 
close to the many who suffer from being despised, humiliated, 
commercialised.”

CNS
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Cat holic  Fou ndat i on
A R C H D I OC E S E  O F  B R I S B A N E

By Joe Higgins

BENEDICTINE Father Robert 
Nixon says his first year as a priest 
has been an incredible experience. 

And the key to his experience – the grace of 
God.

Fr Nixon said he could feel the grace of God 
working through him in the celebration of the 
sacraments and in the communication of God’s 
saving message, through the ministries of 
preaching proclamation. 

“I have a deep and indescribable sense of awe 
each time I offer the sacrifice of the Mass, know-
ing that it is partaking in the greatest sacrifice of 
Christ, through which alone we are saved,” he 
said.

Fr Nixon has spent the year with the New 
Norcia Benedictine Community in Western 
Australia, one of few Benedictine monasteries in 
Australia.

The monastery was established in the 1840s 
and is the heart of the New Norcia town.

It was this monastic life of the Benedictines 
that stood out to Fr Nixon when he was discern-
ing his vocation.

“I had often thought about what it would be 
like to be a monk – but it is hard to imagine 
it accurately or realistically, without actually 
spending time at a monastery,” Fr Nixon said.

“I made a retreat at New Norcia, and I was 
very drawn to the reflective approach to the 
liturgy, to the high priority given to prayer, and 
lack of ‘worldliness’ in the community.

“Monastic life is not for everyone, of course, 
but I found it a wonderful way of witnessing to 
and living the Gospel.”

And while his discernment was 
fruitful, he did have a message 
to offer.

“I would urge young men 
and women considering a 
religious vocation simply 
to ‘give it a try’,” he said.

“Sometimes, one can 
spend too much time 
‘discerning’, rather than 
responding.”

His own journey took him 
far from his hometown of 
Townsville.

He said he was blessed to have 
been born into a family with a strong 
Catholic faith.

Some of his earliest memories were in the 
life of the Church, saying he was privileged to 
be able to be an altar server, an organist and a 
reader from a young age.

Completing his primary schooling with the 
Josephites and his secondary schooling with the 
Christian Brothers, he said God was a big part of 

his younger years.
After finishing school, Fr Nixon studied music 

and education and pursued both careers for a 
time.

 “It was something I really enjoyed, and felt 
that it was what God was calling me to do at that 

time,” he said. 
“But I also felt all along that 
eventually I would enter religious 

life.”
He joined Holy Spirit Sem-

inary, Banyo, in preparation 
for diocesan priesthood. 

But in time, he dis-
cerned it was the monastic 
life he was called to.

His saintly inspiration, 
as one might imagine, was 

St Benedict.
Fr Nixon said at a young 

age, St Benedict had the cour-
age and wisdom to set out for life 

as a hermit – to search for God and 
eternal life through silence and solitude.
“The spirit of Benedict continues to guide and 

govern the life of our monastic
community,” he said.
“The daily life we follow, in terms of praying 

of the psalms, sacred reading and work, is not, 
of course, identical to what it was in Benedict’s 
time – but it is very close.”

Fr Nixon said this contemplative life is of vital 
importance in the life of the Church.

“It is a life which does not need to justify 
itself in terms of practical utility, because its 
goal is simply the glorification of God, and the 
contemplation of His glory,” he said.

“This is the most important part of being hu-
man, and it is what the eternal life will be. 

“At this time of crisis in the Church, perhaps 
prayer and silence are the most useful and most 
credible things we can do or offer.”

Though, he said waking up early everyday 
was a bit of a challenge to begin with.

“But one adapts to that eventually,” he said.
His favourite Bible passage was found in the 

back of the holy book.
“I love the description of the ‘new Heaven and 

new earth’, in Revelation 21 and 22,” Fr Nixon 
said. 

“This vivid and beautiful description of the in-
effable joys and glories of the eternal life serves 
always to remind me of the ultimate goal of our 
life here,” he said. 

“This life is but a short journey, a brief time 
of testing – but which opens upon the true and 
unending life in union with God, when we shall 
become one with Him in eternal blessedness.”

Following the call: Father Robert Nixon

‘I have a deep and indescribable sense of awe each time I offer the sacrifice of the Mass’

A lifetime ahead giving glory to God

Glory to God: Perth Archbishop Timothy Costelloe and the newly ordained Fr Robert Nixon (third from left) among his fellow Benedictines.        Photo: Feby Plando/The Record
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By Effie Caldarola

WHEN we pray, sometimes we get 
stuck in forms that we learned long 
ago. 

We box ourselves in with words rather than 
open ourselves to silence and imagination. 

We forget that prayer can happen anywhere, 
anytime and that God speaks to us in many 
ways.

One of the ways God often moves us and 
touches us is through art.

Once, I mentioned a favourite poet to a friend 
and she replied, “Oh, I don’t like poetry.” 

I was shocked. How could someone dismiss 
an entire genre of literature so casually? 

Surely, some piece of poetry had once touched 
her deeply and she’d just forgotten.

Sometimes, when we think of art – visual art, 
literature, music, dance – we may fear it’s too 
“highfalutin” for us.

 But we shouldn’t feel that way. 
Whether “lowbrow” or “highbrow,” whether 

hip-hop or classical, whether we’ve taken an 
art appreciation class or have a favourite poster 
hanging above our computer, we should trust our 
instincts if we feel moved toward God through 
the art we encounter.

Art that touches us opens our imagination to 
the Lord.

In searching for art that evokes prayer about 
the Resurrection, I looked through many exam-
ples, created in many different eras. 

One example is the picture included with this 
piece, “Christ’s Appearance to Mary Magdalene 
after the Resurrection,” by the Russian painter 
Alexander Andreyevich Ivanov. 

This artist lived and painted in St Petersburg 
in the 19th century.

I am moved by how the painting captures the 
incredulity of Mary Magdalene. 

She has fallen to her knees at the realisation 
that this is Jesus. Who wouldn’t?

It’s easy to identify with her shock at seeing 
someone she loved, someone whose brutal death 
she had witnessed close up, suddenly appear in 
renewed and vigorous form. She had seen his 
lifeless, broken, bleeding body removed from 
the cross.

She had come to the tomb expecting to anoint 
this body. Is it any wonder she mistook him, at 

Pray with art this Easter

Evoking 
prayer: Christ’s 
Appearance to 
Mary Magda-
lene after the 
Resurrection, 
by the Rus-
sian painter 
Alexander 
Andreyevich 
Ivanov. 

first, for the gardener?
Another reason I like the painting is because 

the Scripture in which Mary is the first to meet 
the resurrected Jesus is a favourite of mine. 

This Gospel reading is a beautiful affirmation 
of the respect and love that Jesus showed toward 
women throughout his life and ministry.

And when Mary recognises Him as He speaks 
her name, it reminds me of the personal relation-
ship Jesus desires with each of us and how He 
calls us each by our name.

There are some things I don’t like about the 
painting, however. 

So much of the great art of Europe attempts to 
portray this Middle Eastern Jewish man, Jesus, 
as a classical European, and I would prefer to see 

Him painted more realistically.
Also, the painting is very dark. 
In my imagination, the Resurrection event 

bursts upon us with unimaginable light, and 
the encounter with Mary Magdalene must have 
taken place at the brilliant dawn of the first 
Easter.

I think it’s difficult for an artist to portray 
Jesus, because each person who loves Him sees 
Him in his or her own unique way. But art can 
still inspire.

The Calling of St Matthew, Caravaggio’s mas-
terpiece, is one of the most inspirational portray-
als of Christ I have ever seen, and much of it is 
done by the juxtaposition of light and the subtle 
expressions on the faces of all in the room.

For anyone who thinks art can be difficult to 
understand, remember Sister Wendy Beckett, the 
Sister of Notre Dame de Namur who explained 
the great masterpieces to us in her popular BBC 
series. 

She was simple, straightforward and made 
great art accessible.

Perhaps our prayer could be more imaginative 
and open this Easter if we focused on a piece 
of art – painting, sculpture, poetry, music – that 
moves our heart toward God and stay with it in 
silence.

Effie Caldarola is a freelance writer and a col-
umnist for Catholic News Service.

EVERYONE is “in debt” to God, who offers his 
infinite love and graces for free, Pope Francis 
said.

“We have received so much: our existence, 
a father and a mother, friendships, the wonders 
of creation,” the Pope said on April 10 during 
his weekly general audience in a rain-soaked St 
Peter’s Square.

“Even if difficult days happen to everyone, we 
must always remember that life is a grace, it is a 
miracle that God has pulled out of the blue.”

Continuing his audience talks about the Lord’s 
Prayer, Pope Francis looked at how Jesus teaches 
people to ask God to “forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

“Just as we need bread, we need forgiveness 
every day,” he said.

With the Lord’s Prayer, he said, Christians ask 
that God forgive their “being in debt,” which is 
the meaning behind the use of the word “tres-
passes” in the original Greek of the Gospel.

Even “if we were perfect, even the purest of 
saints who never waver from a life of good, we 
are always children who owe everything to the 
Father,” the Pope said.

In fact, the most dangerous thing Christians 
could be were people filled with pride, deceiving 
themselves that they were on par with God and 
owed him nothing, he said.

While some sins were “loud” and glaringly 
visible, the Pope said, pride was the worst of the 
“sneaky,” less obvious sins, which “nest in the 
heart” without one realising it.

Pride could be “contagious”, even infecting 
those who lived an intensely religious life, he 
said, and it divided people, making them believe 
they were better than others.

“Before God, we are all sinners and we have 
reason to beat our breast,” he said. “If we say, 
‘We are without sin,’ we deceive ourselves and 

All are debtors before God’s love, forgiveness, Pope says

God loves us: 
Pope Francis 
hears confession 
at Rome’s Ba-
silica of St. John 
Lateran.

Photo: CNS

the truth is not in us.”
Everyone also is in debt, the Pope said, for the 

boundless love they receive from God.
People are capable of loving because they 

have been loved first and they love, not with 
their own power, but “with the grace of God,” 
he said.

Much like the moon reflects the sun’s light 

and the Church receives and reflects Christ’s 
light, he said, people who love were reflecting a 
love they received in turn.

“Try listening to the story of someone who 
made a mistake – a prisoner, a convict, a drug 
addict,” he said, and think about the “anger and 
abandonment” that may be part of their past.

“If someone has not been illuminated by 

sunlight, they become frozen like the ground in 
winter,” he said.

“None of us can love God as much as he has 
loved us.

“We need only gaze at a crucifix to realize 
how disproportionate” his love is.

CNS
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FOOD, WINE & CULTURE TOUR 
of Jordan and Israel

Amman • Dead Sea • Mt Nebo • Madaba • Petra • 
Wadi Rum • Aqaba • Be’er Sheva • Masada • Jericho 
• Bethlehem •  Caesarea • Galilee • Golan Heights • 
Akko • Haifa • Jerusalem

Inclusions:
•	 Return	economy	airfare	ex	Brisbane
•	 Accommodation	4	star	hotels
•	 Breakfast/dinner	daily,	some	lunches	
included

•	 Services	of	local	professional	guides
•	 Escorted	by	Marguerite	McMahon
	

Contact:
Marguerite McMahon Travel Services
M:  0408 765954
E: margueritemcmahonts@gmail.com

Departing 17 October 2019 - 17nts / 21days

Awakening a spirit of old and new
Chrism Mass unites faithful from across Brisbane archdiocese 

By Joe Higgins

HOLY oils appear all across scrip-
ture, from our early Jewish roots to 
the coming of Christ Himself, the 
“Anointed One”.

Even more abundant in scripture – and more 
ancient – was music, a liturgical practice reborn 
in the composers of every generation.

This year, Chrism Mass embraced both the old 
and the new, bringing the gifts of oil and music 
to St Stephen’s Cathedral on Thursday, April 11.

And not counting the sacramental oils blessed 
on the night, the newest part of the Mass was 
probably the Mass itself.

University of Queensland doctoral student and 
music graduate John Rotar composed the Mass 
setting as a gift to the archdiocese.

Mr Rotar said he was excited to have his 
music played at such a significant event of the 
Church year.

“I’ve written a Mass for the choir once before, 
and another Mass of mine is getting done over 
the Easter season – on Easter Sunday actually,” 
Mr Rotar said.

He wrote the Mass as a responsorial Mass, 
one in which the choir and the assembly interact 
in a musical dialogue.

“The choir will sing and the congregation 
will respond, it’s an interesting way of engag-
ing the rest of the congregation in the music as 
well,” Mr Rotar said.

“I think it’s a great way to get people 
involved in the music of the liturgy and get peo-
ple involved in the saying of the Mass as well.”

This practice isn’t new, with a long history 
behind it, but it represents a revival of a style 
increasingly heard in St Stephen’s – and the 
greater Church, especially since the Second 
Vatican Council. 

Sistine Chapel Choir director Cardinal Do-
menico Bartolucci led the revival of this style in 
the late 1960s as a way of balancing respect for 
the Church’s treasury of sacred music and the 
assembly’s participation in it.

Mr Rotar said the composition did not take 
too long to complete, and that compositions 

came easily to him once he had an idea in mind 
or a particular group he was writing for.

“With this sort of music, the artistry is sub-
servient to the function it has to the liturgy, I 
find,” he said.

“There’s this long tradition, not only in the 
Catholic Church but in protestant and orthodox 
churches, that music has formed an integral role 
in the process of worship.

“I think many composers have taken that, and 
taken that idea, and made music with it. 

“It does hark back to a tradition which is 
alive with the Cathedral Choir and one I’m im-
mersed in all the time.”

Cathedral music director Dr Andrew Cichy 
said Mr Rotar was an outstanding composer of 
his generation.

“He has his own distinctive compositional 

voice and there is a real vitality in his work,” 
Dr Cichy said.

“It’s clear to me, while inspired by the treas-
ury of sacred music, there’s no way his work 
could be described as pastiche or derivative.

“That to me is the mark of a fine composer, 
the capacity to engage with the past and be 
inspired by it, but develop their own distinctive 
voice and add to what’s gone before.”

As for Mr Rotar’s burgeoning career in mu-
sic, he sagely said, “We’ll see”.

“The career of a musician is generally a very 
multifaceted one,” he said. 

“It’s very hard to say ‘this is going to be 
my path’, and everyone who has had success 
generally doesn’t have success in the way they 
planned to.”

The theme of old and new was felt through-

out the Chrism Mass’ renewal of clerical vows 
too.

And the renewal came not only from an 
anointment by the oils but the anointment of the 
Holy Spirit too.

In his homily, Brisbane Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge said we had entered a time of the 
Holy Spirit in Australia.

“The third person of the Blessed Trinity is 
where our spiritual, theological, and pastoral 
eye now needs to focus – which is harder than 
it sounds, in a western Church that has been so 
Christocentric for so long that we’ve been quite 
unfocused, almost atheistic at times, when it 
comes to the Holy Spirit,” he said.

“The journey of the Plenary Council is the 
work of the Spirit, it was in its origins, it is in its 
unfolding, and it will be in its outcomes.”

Singing integration: Composer John Rotar (far left) and Dr Andrew Cichy (far right) leading the responsorial Mass.                   Photos: Alan Edgecomb

Holy Oils: The 
Oil of Catechu-
mens, the Oil 
of the Sick 
and Sacred 
Chrism are 
brought before 
the altar (right); 
and (left) Arch-
bishop Mark 
Coleridge re-
ceives the oils 
for blessing.

Blessings: Archbishop Mark Coleridge blesses the oils.
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ACU

Celebrating the miracle 
and joy of Easter. 
Alleluia!

Professor Greg Craven is the vice-chan-
cellor of Australian Catholic University.

BY GREG CRAVEN

Easter represents new possibilities,
for living out our shared mission 
By Professor Greg Craven

AS Christians worldwide begin the celebration 
of Holy Week and Easter, we enter into the most 
sacred days of the Church’s calendar in which we 
remember the suffering, death, and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus died and rose from the dead, God was no longer 
just with us – he became one of us. 

At Easter, we are invited once again to contemplate new pos-
sibilities for living out our shared mission as Christians. 

Easter is a time to reflect on His eternal message – one of 
infinite love, compassion and hope. 

It is also timely for us to reflect on our efforts in helping bring 
about his Reign in our place and time.

Easter is knowing that death is not the end of our story but 
rather the beginning of new life. 

The Easter story does not end with Mary in grief at the foot of 
the cross. 

The cross represents for us the paradox of our faith — that in 
dying we attain eternal life.

Jesus’ ultimate victory over suffering and death gives us hope.
It is that hope that is embedded in the words “Peace be with 

you,” the first words the risen Christ speaks to the apostles. 
“Peace be with you,” is repeated by Jesus each time he greets 

the apostles over the 40 days after the Resurrection until he 
ascends to heaven.

We can glean that these words capture the essence of the mys-
tery of the risen Christ.

 It is those words that lie at the heart of Christianity – they are 
the Lord’s gift to us.

“Peace be with you” is easy to say, but they can seem like 
empty words to those who have no peace in their lives.

The mission of Australian Catholic University is to stand in 
solidarity with people of goodwill, and because of our faith in 
redemption and reconciliation, we engage in the hard work of 
upholding the dignity of all and advancing the common good 
even when the challenges may seem insurmountable. 

Easter teaches all of us that our mission to bring about a com-
munity and world built on human dignity and the common good 
will not be ultimately thwarted. Love will prevail.

At ACU we have plenty to reflect on, to celebrate and for 
which we can give thanks.

As a diverse religious institution, members of our university 
community will also participate in a number of other faith-based 
celebrations in the coming weeks, including the Jewish feast of 
Passover. 

Regardless of your faith tradition or beliefs, I invite you to 
join me in taking a moment to reflect and give thanks for the 
unique gifts and opportunities that we have received.

From my family to yours, I wish you the hope embodied in the 
Resurrection at this time of year.

May you all have a happy and holy Easter.

Giving thanks: An image of the crucified Jesus in the ACU Stathfield campus chapel
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Protecting life

THE current Inquiry into aged care, 
end-of-life and palliative care and 
voluntary assisted dying by the 
Queensland government is an oppor-
tunity for us to consider the kind of 
society we want to be. 

As Gandhi once said, “the true measure of 
any society can be found in how it treats its most 
vulnerable members”. 

Those in aged care and end of life care are 
among the most vulnerable, and care for them 
goes to the heart of the Gospel, which is why the 
Church – you and me – has something to say on 
these issues. 

We are very much in favour of high quality 
aged care and palliative care, and we would urge 
the government to allocate more resourcing to 
these. 

But the proposal of voluntary assisted dying 
(VAD) raises troubling questions, especially 
when suicide rates have become as alarming 
as they now are. Legislation which condones 
suicide and even provides assistance for it will 
not lower those levels; it will make things worse, 

Love is stronger than death

LIFE
Protecting

Every human person is intrinsically 
valuable, endowed with an inviolable 
dignity and a gift to us all, Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge writes

not better.
Euthanasia isn’t simply ceasing treatment of a 

terminally ill patient. 
It’s not a matter of removing life support after 

all possible treatments have been explored. 
It’s the intentional killing by act or omission 

of a person whose life is judged not worth living. 
It raises questions about the dignity of the hu-
man person, the meaning of suffering, and what 
we should do to relieve the suffering that leads 
someone to think that death may be preferable 
to life.   

Every human person is intrinsically valuable, 
endowed with an inviolable dignity and a gift to 
us all. 

This dignity doesn’t depend on gender, race, 
sexuality, ethnicity, age or physical and intellec-
tual capacity. 

Nor is it something that can be revoked by any 
individual or government. 

That’s why the decision to kill intentionally – 
to euthanise – is an attempt by the human being 
to play God, and that always ends up badly.  

In saying no when God says yes, we end up 
saying no to ourselves. 

In saying death when God says life, we end 
up signing our own death warrant in one way or 
another.   

Anyone who has personally known intense 
physical suffering understands how pain can be 
depressing and lead to thoughts of escape, even 
by death. 

There is another pain that can lead to thoughts 
of death, and that is loneliness, which often goes 
hand in hand with depression. 

Loneliness, depression and acute physical pain 
are a powerful cocktail that’s fuelling the call for 
euthanasia. 

But there is a power stronger than pain, which 
can give meaning to suffering and make it pos-
sible to endure pain, and the name of that power 
is love. 

A person in immense pain can continue to love 
and be loved: in fact that’s the true palliation of 
pain. 

In moments of deepest suffering love finds its 

deepest expression. 
It’s the faithful wife at the bedside, the daugh-

ter or son holding the hand of the sick mother, 
the lifelong friend staying in the hospital room 
while the sick friend sleeps, the priest who minis-
ters the grace of anointing and viaticum. 

In accompanying intense suffering self-
sacrificing love comes into its own and shows 
humanity at its best. 

It also reveals the embrace of God.  
In these moments we become most human, 

looking upon the face of the Crucified.  
It’s this love that inspires the sufferer to 

endure pain in order to be with the beloved for a 
moment longer. 

It’s only when this love has vanished that the 
desire to die becomes all consuming. 

Only a society where love has been sidelined 
could accept that someone’s life is not worth liv-
ing and provide the means to end it. 

What kind of society do I want to live in? 
A society that values every person no matter 

what their condition; a society that cares deeply 
for the vulnerable; a society that accompanies 
those who suffer; a society that says to every per-
son, “Your life is worth living. You are always 
a gift”.  

That’s a society which says yes to life, and no 
to voluntary assisted dying. 

 It’s a truly human society which knows that 
love is stronger than death.  

Archbishop Mark Coleridge is the archbishop 
of Brisbane and president of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference 

Submissions to the State Parliamentary 
Inquiry into Aged, Palliative and End of Life 
Care and possible VAD legislation closed on 
April 15.

To still make your feelings known, please 
contact your state MP. 

Humanity at its best: “In moments of deepest suffering love finds its deepest expression.  It’s the faithful wife at the bedside, the daughter or son holding the hand of the sick mother, the lifelong 
friend staying in the hospital room while the sick friend sleeps, the priest who ministers the grace of anointing and viaticum.”

Loneliness, 
depression and 

acute physical pain 
are a powerful 
cocktail that’s 

fuelling the call for 
euthanasia. 
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News

FOR 100 days, twenty-five years 
ago, Rwanda succumbed to a geno-
cide frenzy in which the Hutu ethnic 
majority slaughtered the minority 
Tutsi community as well as their 
Hutu political opponents.

The killings lasted from April 7 to July 15, 
1994.

The death toll is uncertain, but the estimates 
say about 800,000 people were killed.

The brutality was immense – Hutu husbands 
killed their Tutsi wives, neighbours killed neigh-
bours and priests and nuns have been convicted 
of murder, sometimes against those sheltering in 
their churches.

The systematic killing was advanced by 
organised lists of targets, public distribution of 
weaponry, an existing ethnic identification card 
system, radio and newspapers calling for specific 
and general racial cleansing, and state-led militia 
groups.

Today, the wounds are far from healed.
But instead of burying the past, the Rwandan 

people have made efforts to ensure the genocide 
was never forgotten or repeated.

And more than this, Rwanda is on a path of 
forgiveness.

Reconciliation villages have cropped up in 
Rwanda where family members of genocide 
victims live alongside recently released prisoners 
who participated in the killings.

There are stories of neighbours who murdered 
each other’s family members living peacefully 
side-by-side.

Pope Francis visited in 2017 and asked for 
forgiveness for the Church’s role in the genocide.

“(Pope Francis) implored anew God’s forgive-
ness for the sins and failings of the church and its 
members, among whom priests and religious men 
and women who succumbed to hatred and vio-
lence, betraying their own evangelical mission,” a 
Holy See spokesman said.

But, many are just left wondering how the 
genocide happened.

The causes were manifold – decades of ethnic 
tension since Belgian colonisation and a hateful 
program of propaganda by extremist ideologues.

Fr Donald Zagore, a theologian missionary 
and Society of African Missions member said the 
genocide was a failure of evangelisation in Africa.

“Unless the Gospel touches the heart it fails to 
bring about in-depth change in the person, it is 
simply superficial and understood only in material 
terms of prosperity and miracles, a nation can 
be almost 90 per cent Christian as in the case of 
Rwanda, with churches overflowing, but at the 
same time with ruthless men and women ready 
to kill one another with the machete,” Fr Zagore 
told Fides.

“We must acknowledge with humility… that 

‘The enormous challenge for missionary activity today in Africa is to lead 
our Christian communities to an authentic encounter with Jesus Christ’

Rwandan genocide uncovers 
the depths of reconciliation

the Rwandan genocide revealed the failure of 
evangelisation in Africa. 

“It is the sad reality of a continent profoundly 
spiritual and religious in form but often far 
from Jesus Christ in the concrete reality of 
daily life.

“We, as Missionaries of Africa, have toiled at 
length and continue to build places of worship 
and other constructions when the priority is to 
build Christian communities. 

“Sadly we must admit, some missionaries 
came to Africa carrying money instead of the 
Holy Spirit.”

Fr Zagore said at the heart of the failure was 
the prosperity Gospel. To counter this, he said, 
the continent must embrace Christ.

 “Conversion means an encounter with Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

“The salvation of Africa lies not in the 
money of the missionaries or the gospel of 
prosperity but in Jesus Christ. 

“The enormous challenge for missionary 
activity today in Africa is to lead our Christian 
communities to an authentic encounter with 
Jesus Christ.”

Remembering: A woman lights a candle during a vigil marking the 25th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide at Amahoro stadium in Kigali, 
Rwanda, on April 7.               Photo: CNS

Murder: A young Rwandan stares at bodies in a mass grave on July 20, 1994. Rwandans are 
marking 25 years since a genocide that killed hundreds of thousands of people.  

Horror times: 
A Rwandan 
man carries 
the body 
of his child 
who died 
of cholera 
in July 29, 
1994. 

Memorial: The skulls of victims of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda at the Kigali Memorial Centre in 
Kigali, Rwanda.
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News

JUST as we have been remembering 
the horrors of Rwanda 25 years ago, 
another anniversary passed almost 
unnoticed this month – the 20th an-
niversary of a Church massacre on 
Australia’s doorstep, in East Timor.

In April 1999, five months before East Ti-
mor’s vote for independence, dozens of people 
were killed inside a priest’s house and church 
courtyard in the idyllic coastal town of Liquisa. 

The figure could have been much higher – up 
to 200 people – the remnants of a crowd of about 
2000 who had attended a morning church gather-
ing on April 5.

At that time I was the ABC’s Indonesia cor-
respondent, and I had found myself travelling 
almost constantly between East Timor and my 
base in Jakarta.

Only days before, I had interviewed the chief 
of one of East Timor’s feared militia gangs – the 
Besi Merah Putih (the red and white iron). 

He had vowed that “fire and blood” was soon 
to be unleashed on anyone who opposed Indone-
sian rule in East Timor. 

His prediction of terror was coming true.
I stood in the APTN new agency office in Ja-

karta watching video footage that had just been 
satellite-fed from East Timor. 

I stood aghast at what I saw – a boy lying on 
his side on a white, tiled floor, his back to the 
camera, with a deep, long gash down the side of 
his body – the signature of a machete. 

There was a pool of blood and he was gasping 
for breath, barely alive. 

Several injured and hysterical people huddled 
around.

We were watching the aftermath of a mas-
sacre, and within a day I found myself back in 
Liquisa with ABC cameraman David Anderson 
trying to piece together what had happened.

We found Liquisa deadly silent – no traffic, no 
one in the markets or on the streets. 

We headed for the church São João de Brito.
I won’t describe the horror of what we saw in 

the courtyard, even though attempts had been 
made to wash it clean. 

In the nearby house of the priest, Father 
Rafael dos Santos had been ransacked, and we 
found the floor in one room – the white tiled 
floor from the video – covered in blood. 

We learned that the priest had escaped with 
others to Dili. 

However Carmelite Sister Maria Immanuella 
had stayed to try and calm emotions.

Nevertheless, I found her overcome by the 
horror of what had happened.

“I don’t know how many were killed,” she 
said 

“According to Fr Rafael seven were killed in 
his house. The situation here is tense. Everyone 
is afraid.”

I began searching for witnesses. 
Nobody in the town was willing to be inter-

viewed for a TV report, so I took notes that I 
would use to file a report for ABC radio.

Here are the notes I took:
“About midday a group of up to 500 armed 

pro-Indonesia paramilitary – members of the 
Besi Merah Putih (red and white iron) – chased 
residents of Liquisa to their church. The militia-
men stood outside shouting threats. There were 
also Indonesian troops present. 

“They stood behind the militiamen outside the 
church grounds, and as the tensions increased 
they fired warning shots into the air – but 
significantly they made no attempt to stop what 
happened next.

“An old man who had been inside the church 
told me that people around him panicked when 
they heard the sound of gunshots. 

“Some ran outside into the churchyard. Others 
ran to the priest’s house. It was then that militia-
men attacked with machetes. He said people got 
their throats cut. Soldiers fired tear gas into the 
priest’s house to drive out those who had sought 
refuge. One witness said he saw blood dripping 
from the ceiling.”

Timor massacre remembered

Violence: A 
pro-Indonesia 
militia member 
brandishing a 
home-made 
gun. A “red 
and white” 
civilian army 
inflicted 
violence and 
murder before 
and after East 
Timor’s vote 
for independ-
ence in 1999.

Later, when I entered the house, I found slit 
marks across the entire ceiling, which suggests 
the militiamen must have thrust their machetes 
into the ceiling to try and stab anyone who may 
been hiding in the roof.

East Timor’s spiritual leader, Bishop Carlos 
Belo, said the death toll was 25, a figure he was 
told by the local Indonesian military commander. 

People I spoke to in Liquisa said the toll 
was much higher, and by 2003, when a serious 
crimes investigation finally took its investigation 
to court, the figure was said to be up to 200 – no-
body knows for certain because the bodies were 
taken away in a truck.

The court heard detailed testimony about how 
the Besi Merah Putih militia held a ceremony 
before the massacre in which each member was 
allegedly forced to drink a cocktail of alcohol, 
animal blood and drugs to prepare themselves 
for the church killing.

Testimony implicated the direct participation 
in the attacks by Indonesian soldiers, who were 
allegedly dressed in civilian clothes to look like 
militia members. 

Some of East Timor’s most prominent pro In-
donesia militia figures, including Eurico Guterres 
and João Tavares, were the primary suspects and 
leading figures during the massacre.

The court heard from one eyewitness, Her-
minia Mendes, how the militia along with the 
police and the military attacked the church. 

“They fired shots into the air to give the signal 
to the militia to enter the church, and then they 
started shooting the people,” she told the court 
in 2003.  

“Wearing masks that covered their faces the 
militia and the military then attacked with axes, 
swords, knives, bombs and guns. 

“The police shot my older brother, Felix, and 
the militia slashed up my cousins, Domingos, 
Emilio, and an eight-month old baby.”

Ms Mendes described how she desperately 
tried to flee with others to the Carmelite convent.

“The militia, police and military had prepared 
a truck to carry people to the district administra-
tor’s house,” she said. 

“When we arrived the militia continued their 
actions and continued beating and stabbing 
civilians.

“After about three hours Augustinho (a civil 
servant)… made an announcement to the people, 
saying, ‘Go home and raise the Indonesian flag. 
And tie it to your right hand to show that we are 
all people who are prepared to die for this flag’.”

By the time David and I arrived in Liquisa we 
found most houses in Liquisa were flying the red 
and white flag of Indonesia. 

People were petrified of another attack and 
were flying these colours for protection. 

As David and I walked the streets we saw 
many strange and disturbing sights. 

In one neighbourhood the air was filled with 
smoke from piles of leaves burning in the gutters 
– it gave the place an eerie, nightmarish look. 

Youths loitered in the street watching us and 
moving away. 

They looked weary and drained of all spirit – 
like zombies. 

Many wore tattered red and white headbands, 
or had red and white crepe paper wrapped 
around their arms and bodies. 

In any other circumstances they could have 
been mistaken for football fans trailing home 
after losing a big match.

But in Liquisa, after a massacre, they were 
simply trying to avoid provoking further attack 

from a crazed and unpredictable enemy. 
It was still many months before East Timor’s 

vote for independence and the pro-Jakarta militia 
were doing everything they could to intimidate.

And where were the United Nations’ peace-
keepers in this chaotic situation? 

It wasn’t until May 1999 – a month after the 
Liquisa massacre - that East Timor’s former 
colonial power, Portugal, signed agreement to 
allow East Timorese to vote on their future. 

That deal was endorsed by the UN and sig-
nalled the start of the UN’s participation in the 
voting process. 

Significantly, the UN allowed the Indonesian 
police force to be in charge of security in the 
lead up to the August ballot.

That proved a poor decision. 
As well as more attacks and killings leading 

up to the August ballot, violence erupted once a 
majority of eligible East Timorese voters chose 
independence from Indonesia. 

Some 1400 civilians died. 
About 250,000 people – more than a quarter of 

the population fled to West Timor, where many 
were housed in refugee camps. 

Martial law was imposed.
The UN then sent in an authorised force 

(INTERFET) –  consisting mainly of Australian 
Defence Force personnel – to restore order and 
rebuild. 

I returned to Liquisa a few years later. 
A youth choir was singing in the church São 

João de Brito. 
Their voices were sweet and beautiful. Peace 

had finally come.

Destruction: A burnt-out street in Dili East Timor, after pro-Indonesia militia gangs ran riot in 1999.

Journalist Mark 
Bowling reflects on 
a shocking event in 
East Timor in 1999

Independence fighter: East Timor guerrilla 
leader and later president, Xanana Gusmao 
meets with journalist Mark Bowling. 
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Family + Faith

Francine and Byron Pirola are the co-
authors of the SmartLoving series. Visit 
www.smartloving.org for information.

BY FRANCINE AND BYRON 
PIROLA

EASTER Sunday is the greatest celebration in 
the Christian calendar because we celebrate the 
triumph of Christ’s redemption of humanity. 

We celebrate this day as an important day in our faith traditions 
and our churches are full, but we realised this week that we had 
never stopped to think what does this mean for those like us who 
have chosen marriage as our vocation – what do we take from the 
Easter message into our own relationship?

Several years ago, we were invited onto a TV breakfast show 
to talk about marriage. We are all familiar with the format; people 
interviewed on couches with a polite live studio audience. 

It’s light and airy entertainment; sort of fairy floss for the mind. 
An interesting question was posed by one of the hosts: “do you 

think every marriage can be saved?” 
It was a bit of a loaded question, posed by a high-profile celebrity 

who we knew had been twice married and divorced. 
We gave what we thought was a balanced and considered answer 

at the time, but interestingly our short slot never actually went to air. 
Byron says it’s because he has a face for radio, but perhaps the 

answer was a bit too close to the bone.
It is a good question. 
We know from Church teaching and pastoral experience, there 

are always some cases where people who marry are not truly able to 
make a full commitment to the marriage vows, in spite of their best 
intentions at the time. 

These things emerge later during the annulment process once the 
marriage has “failed”, or more properly, coming to a recognition 
that it was incomplete from the start. 

The Church in her wisdom and mercy recognises this possibility 
and deals with it through the annulment process.

But that’s not the norm. 
Most marriages today fail, not because they were somehow un-

able to be fully entered into, but rather because we neglect them and 
then give up when the consequences of years of neglect overwhelms 
us.

 It’s a bit like a garden that has been left unattended for years. 
 Eventually you feel overwhelmed by the weeds and mess and 

decide it’s better just clear it out and start again.
Easter Sunday is a great beacon for us married Catholics, because 

it reminds us there is always redemption and resurrection. 
Easter gives us hope. 
Christ’s passion and resurrection is the ultimate redemption for 

all human kind, and it models to us what we are called to do in our 
own marriage vocation.  

In our imperfect humanity, as a husband and wife, we come into 
our marriage with our inevitable flaws and weaknesses and, as a 
result, at times, treat each other in ways that can only be described 
as sinful. 

That’s the reality of the human condition, and that is no surprise 
to us when we look at our own marriage. 

And yes, it hurts, both the small daily disappointments and the 
occasional bigger failures.  

But unless we tend to our marriage like we tend to a beloved gar-
den, then we implicitly accept that we will live with the accumulat-
ing cost of these small daily misadventures.  

The reminder from Easter is that we are not called to live in a 
state of disrepair and disfunction. 

That is not God’s desire for our marriage and Easter reminds us 
that is not where we must reside. 

Resting in this state is not why Christ sacrificed his life to redeem 
us.  

We were born for, and called to, much greater things than that. 
The reality is that as a married couple, we are faced with two 

fundamental choices every day, every month, every year and in very 
season of our marriage. 

To wilfully choose to proactively live our marriage as our vows 
invited, or reactively “go with the flow” and let the process of being 
married dictate the outcome. 

The cumulative effect of living under those two choices are pro-
found, and if we recall the garden analogy then it should be obvious.

So, Easter Sunday is a vital feast day for married couples. 
It reminds us that nothing is too big, too overwhelming for God. 

Bulldozing the garden is not the inevitable outcome. 
All marriages follow the Lenten journey; the triumph of Palm 

Sunday, the fear of the Garden of Gethsemane, the hopelessness of 
the crucifixion and the joy of the resurrection.  

 If we reflect on it, we see can this in everything from the daily 
cycle through to the whole of life cycle of our marriage. 

Easter Sunday is a beacon that reminds us that even in our darkest 
moments there is the promise of resurrection – if we choose to hold 
on to hope.  

Without hope we become, well, hopeless, and then helpless. That 
is not the Christian promise and it’s not the Christian way. 

And our answer to our morning show host? It was along these 
lines: “no, not every marriage can be saved. 

Some were impossible from the start,  but many, many more 
could be saved if we took a more wilful and intentional approach to 
our marriage; perhaps like we do to our jobs and our health. 

The key is to hold on to hope as without hope we give up. 
And remember, all things are possible are with God.

  

Resurrecting our marriages

Failures: Most marriages today fail, not because they were somehow unable to be fully entered into, but rather because we neglect 
them and then give up when the consequences of years of neglect overwhelms us.

But unless we tend to 
our marriage like we 

tend to a beloved garden, 
then we implicitly accept 
that we will live with the 

accumulating cost of 
these small daily 
misadventures.  

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://www.smartloving.org/
http://www.smartloving.org/breakthrough-live
mailto:humpml@bigpond.com
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family faiTH

TWO ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR CHILDREN PREPARING 
FOR RECONCILIATION!

Invisible Mud: About the 
Sacrament of Confession 
(Reconciliation)
I Can Spell Belonging: 
About the People of God 
and the church as a sacred 
space

“My favourite book is Invisible Mud! It helped me feel confident about what would 
happen when I said sorry for my sins, for the first time.” - Georgie, aged 8

“My kids have loved reading I Can Spell Belonging. They have learnt so much.” 
Katie, mum of three and teacher

Contact Selina on 0409 735 462 or email selina12@me.com

2 BOOKS FOR
$19.95 

plus postage

The easy to read 73 page booklet, Vatican II made simple, 
is a collection of short and snappy articles written by Fr 
Bill O’Shea to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
opening of the second Vatican Council. It aims to provide 
Catholics with a simple, user-friendly reminder of what 
the Council did and its significance for the Church today.

Vatican II made simple

Payment method: Cheque/money order enclosed 

OR please debit my 

Signature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Exp Date  .  .  .  .  .  .  . /  .  .  .  .  .

Name (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Email  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Phone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

   Visa                Mastercard CVV

I would like to order the booklet Vatican II made Simple for $8 including P&H

Send to:   The Cathol ic  Leader,   GPO Box 282,  Brisbane  Q  4001  
Ph:  (07) 3324 3223 •  Emai l :  wi l l iamsona@cathol ic leader.com.au

$8
inc P&H

LAST time I wrote about a broom. 
I shared of my paternal grandmother’s excitement to see me 

at her door and her subsequent discarding of it as she swept the 
verandah on one of these glorious autumn mornings. 

Oh the blessed quality time we spent together that day.
Ninety-five-year old “Nonna” remembers yesterday with 

inspired certainty. 
She can recall the dates on which any number of family mem-

bers were born, married and died; for example, their professions 
and various fortunes or misfortunes to befall them. 

She remembers where she was or wasn’t at various junctures 
and the circumstances, even the most minute of details. 

I take mental, and sometimes handwritten notes, but I am best 
served with a recording device, to which she shies away.

We have a recording of my paternal grandfather’s singing 
of old Italian tunes, and with his 10th anniversary of entry into 
eternal life this June, listening to it will bring comfort more than 
sadness. 

I encourage Nonna to allow me to record her memory-sharing 
for the same reason, plus there’s not much chance I’ll remember 
it all myself without it. 

The best remembering of life is in the living of it. 
Within all this talk of yesteryear, nonna was quick to remove a 

meticulously ironed piece of linen as a keepsake of the visit. 
She also showed me linen from her mother’s wedding with 

instructions of what to do with it. 
Nonna’s long been emptying her cupboards, pre-empting the 

day she won’t be able to do it herself. 
“When I’m not here…” she says. 
It might sound a little strange that while I think of Nonna more 

often than not, and treasure any memory or keepsake, I’ve par-
ticularly called her to mind of late when taking a broom in hand.

Brooms say a lot about a household, somewhat like wooden 
spoons. 

I have to confess, I’ve a healthy obsession with wooden 
spoons, the more used the better. 

They tell a thousand stories.  

  BY SELINA VENIER

Wooden spoons and brooms remind me of my mum, too. 
She was, and is, often in the kitchen and I’ve many memories 

of her promptings to stir Italian custard for cannoli, or other treats 
for as long as my youthful interest could manage. 

Her use of the broom also amused. 
We had a two-storey home in my late childhood and teens, and 

she’d use it to tap the ceiling from the lower level when meals 
were ready.  

My sisters and I, upstairs, required the summons. 
We also have a two-storey home with the teenage Misses often 

upstairs and if they aren’t helping with meal preparation, our 
broom does its own comical and sometimes frustrated, tapping. 

Brooms have long been replaced by hand-held, battery-operat-
ed devices or similar. 

Wooden spoons have long been available in the plastic or other 
fancy material, variety. 

Time moves on and modern thinking and design takes over. 
There’s nothing wrong with that but give me customs and 

observances from the past and therein is true joy. 
This Easter and every Holy Week we’re presented the oppor-

tunity to enter into the paschal mystery, the retracing of the steps 
of Jesus Christ from the Jerusalem Hosannas to the empty tomb’s 
Alleluias. 

There’s quite a chasm between the two, and today, we can bask 

Living Alleluia this Easter season 
By selina venieR

in the Alleluia glow. 
Our Lenten commitments don’t amount to nothing, they 

aren’t thrown out with the rejoicing, they’re part of the journey 
to today and worth remembering. 

In the same way, I won’t discard memories, keepsakes or 
even wooden spoons. 

May you individually and collectively enjoy singing Al-
leluia today, not forgetting all the weeks we didn’t, and with a 
thought for the Alleluias to come. 

May your connections with tradition be more than a distant 
memory, but a lived reality.

And let’s pray that when our hour comes, we leave this 
earth, as Jesus Christ did, in a better way in which we found it. 

Selina Venier is an author and works in faith 
education.

Easter joy: “Our Lenten commitments don’t amount to nothing, they aren’t thrown out with the rejoicing, they’re part of the jour-
ney to today and worth remembering. In the same way, I won’t discard memories, keepsakes or wooden spoons even.”

family faiTH

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:selina12@me.com
mailto:williamsona@catholicleader.com.au


18

The Catholic Leader, April 21, 2019www.catholicleader.com.au

News

You know the incredible Bible story about the loaves and the fishes?
In this story, a young boy did not have much to give. Just five loaves and two 

fish. But Jesus accepted his offering and did a miracle, multiplying them to feed 
5,000 people.

Every day in Papua New Guinea there are children like Thresia who have an 
urgent need. Not for food. They need a cure from leprosy.

And when you give what you can today, in Jesus’ name The Leprosy Mission will 
strive to meet that urgent need. Because the number of leprosy cases in PNG is 
on the rise... and one third of all new diagnoses occur in children.

With your gift of any amount, you’ll help provide miracles of 
hope and healing for children like Thresia.

Miracles of healing don’t always have to be instantaneous. By God’s grace 
and through your support,  He can also work miracles of healing through the 
provision of Multi-Drug Therapy and other treatments for people affected by 
leprosy.

With your help, we can get leprosy diagnosed and treated as fast as 
possible. That will stop it spreading to even more people. 

With Multi-Drug Therapy, a person is no longer contagious after just 48 hours!

Thresia needs a miracle of hope and healing. 
So do the rising number of children—some as young as five—who are 

contracting leprosy in PNG. 

Your gift of $45 today will provide miracles of healing through 
Multi-Drug Therapy for children like Thresia. 

Just as Jesus did wondrous things with loaves and fishes, God will use your gift 
to bring healing and blessings. 

Please GIVE NOW. Children like Thresia are waiting for their 
miracle of healing.

Jesus did miracles with five 
loaves and two fishes

He can do wondrous things with your gift too. 
Because children like Thresia need a miracle of hope 

and healing.

GIVE NOW by calling 
1800 537 767 (1800 LEPROSY) or 
online leprosymission.org.au/PNG

Every half an hour  
another child is diagnosed 

with leprosy
You can provide hope and healing to children 

like Thresia this Easter. Early detection 
prevents disabilities, horrific ulcers  

and potential amputations.

$45 can  
enable us to  

screen a child  
for leprosy

Children like Thresia are waiting for a miracle  
of hope and healing this Easter.

INDIAN police charged Bishop 
Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar 
of repeatedly raping a nun in 
her rural convent, the Associ-
ated Press reported.

The bishop was charged on April 9 with 
rape, illegal confinement and intimidation, 
Hari Sankar, a district police chief in the 
predominantly Catholic state of Kerala, 
said.

Bishop Mulakkal was arrested on Sep-
tember 21 after a 48-year-old member of 
the Missionaries of Jesus, a diocesan con-
gregation under the prelate, complained 
that he raped her multiple times between 
2014 and 2016 while he was visiting her 
convent in Kerala. 

The bishop, who was in charge of the 
congregation, denied the allegations.

The New York Times reported a state-
ment from Save Our Sisters, a group of 
members of India’s Catholic Church, who 
said the filing of charges “enters the annals 
of history as a rarest of rare incident, when 
a bishop is going to face trial in a court 
based on the complaint of a nun who is a 
subordinate to him.”

Save Our Sisters said the charge sheet 
included statements from 83 witnesses, in-
cluding a cardinal, three bishops, 11 priests 
and 25 nuns.

The victim first wrote to church authori-
ties in January 2017, the apostolic nuncio 
in India in January 2018, and then to Pope 
Francis on May 14, seeking church action 
against Bishop Mulakkal. 

She copied prefects of the congrega-
tions for the Doctrine of the Faith and for 
Bishops, and later sent reminders before 

THE chairman of the US bish-
ops’ pro-life committee called 
on Congress to pass a measure 
that would stop “the barbaric 
practice of late-term abortion”.

He urged Congress to pass 
the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act, which was the 
focus of a hearing on April 9 by 
the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee.

“This bill draws the public’s 
attention to the shameful reality 
that the United States is one 
of only seven nations world-
wide that allows the barbaric 
practice of late-term abortion, 
when a child likely feels pain 
and might even live outside the 
womb with appropriate medi-
cal assistance,” Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, 
Kansas, who is chair of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, said.

“Such abortion procedures after the middle point of pregnancy 
also pose serious physical dangers to women. 

“With the vast majority of Americans strongly supporting a 
ban on late-term abortions, it is time for Congress to pass this 
bill.

“I also pray that consideration of this bill moves our country 
closer to recognising all unborn babies as legal persons worthy 
of our love and respect.”

The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act would gener-
ally extend legal protection to unborn babies beginning at 22 
weeks of pregnancy. 

According to National Right to Life and congressional find-
ings, by that point – and even earlier – an unborn child has the 
capacity “to experience great pain during an abortion.”

CNS
Respect life: Archbishop Joseph Naumann.
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Indian police charge bishop 
with repeatedly raping nun

Pro-life committee chair 
urges end of ‘barbaric’ 
late-term abortions

going to the police.
On September 24, the bishop was taken 

into judicial custody. 
The Holy See removed him from dioc-

esan administrative duties, but he retained 
his title as its bishop.

The Kerala High Court granted bail on 
October 15 on condition that the bishop, 
based in northern Jalandhar City, should 
not enter Kerala state other than to report 
once a fortnight to investigating police.

A week later, Fr Kuriakose Kattuthara, 
67, considered a prime witness against the 
bishop, was found dead, with his family 
suspecting foul play.

The sister’s case led to an outcry from 
women religious, with more reporting 
cases of abuse.

In November, the International Union 
of Superiors General called on women 

religious who had suffered abuse to come 
forward and report it to their congregations 
and church and state authorities.

Global Sisters Report talked to five Mis-
sionaries of Jesus in India who complained 
of church repression for their support of 
their former superior general, who made 
the accusations.

The five sisters were living with the vic-
tim in a convent in Kerala state, refusing 
orders to return to their own communities 
while the case was ongoing. 

Retired auxiliary Bishop Agnelo Gracias 
of Mumbai, Jalandhar Diocese’s admin-
istrator, supported their position, but the 
Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council criticised 
the sisters for stirring up enemies of the 
church, reported Global Sisters Report.

CNS

Charged: Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar, India, is led away for questioning by 
police. Indian police have charged Bishop Mulakkal of repeatedly raping a nun in her 
rural convent.                  Photo: CNS
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Your Daily Bread

IN the first reading, St Luke tells about 
the church in the months after Jesus’ 
resurrection. 

It was just one community, made up 
of a few thousand Jewish believers in 
the city of Jerusalem. Luke says the 
community was filled with “signs and 
wonders.”

The Holy Spirit was acting so 
powerfully through the apostles that, 
as Peter walked down the street, his 
shadow might bring healing to people 
with physical and mental disorders. 
Astonishing.

Less obvious but equally remarkable 
is the way Luke describes the effect 
of these miracles. 

“Believers in the Lord,” he says, 
“great numbers of men and women, 
were added to them” (Acts 5:14).

That’s a complicated and somewhat 
odd way to put it. I would have ex-
pected Luke to say that “many people 
came to believe in the Lord” or “the 
number of believers increased.” 

Why does he say, “believers in the 
Lord were added to them”?

The reason is that this group of Jew-
ish believers, baptised into Jesus, was 
so closely connected to Jesus – or, 
we could say, Jesus was so closely 
connected to them – that “added 
to them” and “joined to him” were 
alternate ways of expressing the same 
reality.

This deep presence of the risen  
Jesus in the community of his follow-
ers is also communicated in today’s 
other readings.

In the second reading, John de-
scribes a vision of Jesus in heaven. 

Divine Mercy Sunday
April 28

First Reading: Acts 5:12-16
Second Reading:  Rev 1:9-13, 17-19

Gospel: John 20:19-31

Easter Sunday
 April 21

First Reading: Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Gospel: John 20:1-9

Next Sunday’s readings BY kEVIN PERROTTA 

He is dressed as a priest, surrounded 
by lampstands. 

The lampstands symbolise the com-
munities of Christians to whom John is 
writing.

The vision assures them that Jesus is 
in their midst. 

He keeps the lamps on the lamp-
stands burning, that is, he gives them 
his power and peace to face the op-
position they are experiencing.

In the Gospel, Jesus appears to his 
disciples on the evening of his resur-
rection. 

He breathes his Spirit into them and 
authorises them to grant his forgive-
ness to sinners. He will be so present 
in them that his forgiveness will come 
to people through their words.

Today is designated Divine Mercy 
Sunday.

We could also call it “Sunday of Je-
sus’ Presence in the Church.” 

Because he is so present, we who 
live centuries after his resurrection can 
encounter him, receive his forgiveness 
and healing, and be strengthened to 
meet our difficulties in the power of his 
Spirit.

Prayer:
Lord, help me experience your pres-

ence in the church – and in my life.
CNS

Kevin Perrotta is the editor and an 
author of the “Six Weeks With the 
Bible” series, teaches part time at Siena 
Heights University and leads Holy Land 
pilgrimages. He lives in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.

Let’s share together in the Church’s great joy
The is the homily of Pope John Paul 
II from the Easter Vigil in 1997.

“Let there be light!” (Genesis 1:3).

DURING the Easter Vigil, the Liturgy 
proclaims these words taken from the Book 
of Genesis. 

They constitute an eloquent theme running through 
this wonderful celebration. 

At the beginning the “new fire” is blessed, and is 
used to light the Paschal candle, which is then carried in 
procession to the altar. 

The candle enters and moves forward at first in dark-
ness, until the moment when, after the intonation of 
the third “Lumen Christi”, light returns in the whole 
Basilica.

In this way, an interconnection has been made between 
the elements of darkness and light, of death and life. 

Against this background the biblical account of crea-
tion is retold. God says: “Let there be light” (Gn 1:3). 

This is, in a certain sense, the first step towards life.
 On this night there is to take place a singular passing 

from death to life, and the rite of light, together with the 
words from the Book of Genesis, offer the first procla-
mation of this.

In the Prologue to his Gospel, St John writes of the 
Word made flesh: “In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men” (1:4). 

This holy night therefore becomes an extraordinary 
manifestation of that life which is the life of men. 

The whole Church takes part in this manifestation and, 
in a special way, the catechumens who during this Vigil 
receive Baptism.

The Liturgical Readings of this Easter Vigil link 
together the two elements of fire and water. 

The element of fire, which gives light, and the element 
of water, which becomes the matter of the sacrament of 
rebirth, namely of Holy Baptism.

 “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God” (Jn 3:5). 

The passing of the Israelites through the Red Sea, that 
is to say their liberation from slavery in Egypt, is a figure 
and a sort of anticipation of the Baptism which frees us 
from the slavery of sin.

The many different themes which in this Easter Vigil 
Liturgy find expression in the Biblical Readings come 
together and blend into a single image. 

In the most complete manner, it is the Apostle Paul 
who presents these truths in his Letter to the Romans, 
which has just been read: “Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised 
into his death? We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life” (6:3-4).

These words lead us to the very heart of the Christian 
truth. 

Christ’s death, his redeeming death, is the beginning 
of the passage to life, revealed in his resurrection. “If we 
have died with Christ,” St Paul continues, “we believe 
that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ 
being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him” (Rom 6:8-9).

Carrying the torch of God’s Word in her hands, the 
Church which celebrates the Easter Vigil halts as it were 
at a final threshold. 

She stops with great expectation throughout this night. 
At the tomb, we await the event that took place 2000 

ago. 
The first witnesses of that extraordinary event were the 

women of Jerusalem: they came to the place where Jesus 
had been buried on Good Friday and found the tomb 
empty. 

A voice surprised them: “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see the 
place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, as he told you” (Mk 16:6-7).

No one saw with his own eyes the Resurrection of 
Christ. 

The women who had come to the tomb were the first 
to learn of the event that had already taken place.

The Church, gathered for the Easter Vigil, listens 
anew, in silent expectation, to this testimony and then 
manifests her great joy. 

We have just heard it proclaimed from the lips of the 
deacon: “Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum . . .”, “I an-
nounce to you tidings of great joy, Alleluia”.

Let us welcome this news with open hearts, let us 
share together in the Church’s great joy.

Christ is truly risen. Alleluia.

Let there be light: “The Church, gathered for the Easter Vigil, listens anew, in 
silent expectation, to this testimony and then manifests her great joy.”

Photo: CNS

THE second Sunday of Easter is marked as 
Divine Mercy Sunday, a relatively new tradi-
tion proclaimed by St Pope John Paul II in the 
year 2000.

The reason for its proclamation came from 
his devotion to St Faustina Kowalska.

He laid some of the foundational work for 
this in 1980, with a papal encyclical focused 
on God’s Mercy entitled “Rich in Mercy”.

As the Norbertine scholar Fr Alfred Mc-
Bride noted, “by linking the revealed truth 
about God’s mercy to one of the most solemn 
Sundays after Easter itself, he illumined the 
fact that the liturgy already proclaimed the 
divine mercy.”

“The truth has been embedded for two mil-
lennia in the worship of the Church.”

Divine Mercy Sunday

Monday to Saturday - Easter Octave

The special Sunday calls Catholics to focus 
less time on worrying about or judging the hard-
ened hearts of those around us and more time 
showing mercy to the hurt, rejected and afraid.

It is a time, in the joy of the resurrection, for 
Catholics to reflect the light of the risen Christ.

sainTly life

feasT days THis week

Sunday - Divine Mercy Sunday 

Feast of Jesus’ Mercy

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
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Conversations

a sober Gregorian audience; more than just us 
flattering a god. 

Might true Worship be God leading us away 
from that which binds us, giving  us new senses, 
new desires? Is prayer a movement from worldly, 
violent enthusiasm to that particular form of 
passivity we call “love”; what St Luke’s Gospel 
describes as “attentiveness” – that act of being 
stretched beyond where we are to some new 
location of being?

enthusiasm of loud music with a strong frequent 
beat. Is this form of worship unacceptable to 
Gregorian Chant sentimentalists? 

Is there common ground?
“Enthusiasm” is originally a religious term. It 

relates to the Greek word (“thusia”) from which 
we derive expressions like “offering, sacrifice, to 
desire eagerly, to offer burningly, to boil, to be 
full of god, to be divinised, to be in communion 
with the deity, to derive being from communion 
with a god, ecstasy, frenzy”.  

What do we see when we enter a church 
building? Do we see incitement or excitement; 
exclusion or inclusion?

What is church? For Catholics it is the cru-
cifix, altar, a priest, the abodes of sacrifice and 
sacrificer, people and places of danger, one killed 
by the many, lies? 

It is the pulpit as a place of God’s thunderous 
Word – judgment and separation? 

It is Tabernacle as a symbol of betrayal at the 
Last Supper and Calvary? 

Do we see the baptismal font – a sign of chaos 
and death?

Alternatively it is at the same time a table: a 
place of friendship, the many gathered as one, 
the place to sign marriage and baptismal cer-
tificates, a place of covenant in spirit and truth; 
The Ambo: the Creative Word-discernment and 
gathering; The Tent of Meeting: Real Presence, 
Coming from behind the veil, revealing God as 
food and drink; Discipleship.

Mass, like Jesus, is a contradiction to be strug-
gled with. 

The Church is called to be in the world but the 
focus of religious experience is Jesus breaking-in 
on us. He is the measure of our break-in on the 
world. 

Whether it be chant or a cacophony of rock 
music, boredom and enthusiasm are both signs 
that we ignore that point.

Should Christians be more than just a crowd, 
different from a frenzied (entertained) mob or 

Have your Say
Post: GPO Box 282, 
Brisbane, QLD 4001

editor@catholicleader.com.au

facebook.com/TheCatholicLeader

twitter.com/TheCatholicLead
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@

Retweet
THE 25th commemoration of the Rwandan genocide was on April 7, 
when Rwandans and the international community joined together in 
remembrance and prayer. Prayer List

25 years ago, radio stations 
in #Rwanda were used to 
spread propoganda & incite 
genocide. 800,000 were killed 
in 100 days.We must remain 
vigilant to the immense power 
of the media & social media.

There must be regulation & 
zero tolerance to hate speech.

THIS MONTH
POPE’S INTENTIONS

Evangelisation - Recognition of the 
Right of Christian Communities

That Christian communities, especially 
those who are persecuted, feel that they 
are close to Christ and have their rights 
respected.

THis week
Sudan – Thousands of protesters have 

vowed to stay on the streets of the capital, 
Khartoum, in defiance of a curfew imposed 
by the country’s new military council.

South korea – South Korea’s ban on 
abortion has been ruled unconstitutional in a 
court decision.

Greece – Fertility doctors in Greece 
and Spain say they have produced a baby 
from three people in order to overcome a 
woman’s infertility.

Brazil – Ten Brazilian soldiers have been 
arrested after their army patrol fired on a car 
carrying a family in the city of Rio.

SANNy NTAGANIRA ALINE

Activist

SIKAT ISMO

Security Consultant

LOTTE LEICHT

Human Rights Watch

STEFAN SIMANOWITz

Journalist

President #Kagame: A young 
girl once brought us to tears 
asking us where was God on 
those dark days of genocide as 
a Rwandan proverb says that 
God spends the day else-
where but returns to sleep in 
#Rwanda.

Looking at today, you can 
see that God has come to stay.

Today marks the 25th 
Commemoration of the 
1994 #Genocideagainstthe-
Tutsi in #Rwanda. It’s a time 
to Remember by honoring 
the memory of the over one 
million victims, Unite through 
the strength and dignity of our 
brother & sister and Renew our 
determination

Today marks 25 years since 
the horrifying genocide in 
#Rwanda. We stand in solidar-
ity w/ the victims, their families 
& survivors in their pain.

Govt leaders pledged #Nev-
erAgain.  As we remember the 
victims of atrocious crimes, 
govts need to do more to live 
up to their promise.

Where were they? 
I REFER to the story on 
page 6 of the April 7 issue of 
The Catholic Leader.

Where were these 
religious leaders protesting 
and resisting arrest when 
the laws on abortion were 
changed.

Are they protesting with the same vehemence 
against changes regarding euthanasia?

Do they advocate voting against the political 
parties that support abortion and euthanasia.

Our current prosperity is supported largely 
by the taxes and royalties we receive from the 
exports of minerals of which gas and coal are a 
major component.

This prosperity is vividly reflected in our ma-
jor cities of Sydney and Melbourne, the source 
of the largest numbers of protestors. 

Talk about the hand that feeds you.
Norway the country featured in the article on 

electric cars derives most of their power needs 
from hydro. 

We have limited hydro which support Sydney 
and Melbourne other attempts to put in hydro 
schemes in Tasmania and North Queensland have 
been thwarted by environmental issues.

Therefore it is a necessity rather than a moral 
failure that we use fossil fuels to produce the 
majority of our electricity. 

Our population about 0.4 per cent of the 
world’s population is not “killing the planet”.

Our two most populace states New South 
Wales and Victoria have banned gas drilling but 
are quite happy to take gas from Queensland and 
South Australia. 

How hypocritical can our southern states be?
Perhaps we should ask the countries where we 

export our coal and gas to reduce their burning of 
carbons?

Perhaps our religious leaders should protest in 
these countries.

Leadership?

I READ with interest the 
story in The Catholic Leader 
on April 7, about the Aus-
tralian Religious Response 
to Climate Change protest 
against the Adani coal mine. 

There were several clergy 
protesters, but no one from our Catholic clergy. 

Where is the leadership? All talk about looking 
after our planet but no action. 

So disappointing.

Common ground
MY question examines the 
modern wholesale absence 
of modern generations from 
church assemblies. 

Young people like the 

Alan Taylor,  
Ashgrove, 

Qld Jennifer 
Horsburgh 

Elanora, Qld

THE
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LIKE A PHOTO WE PUBLISHED 
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GET A COPY TODAY!

from

THE
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Vincent 
Hodge

Paddington, 
Qld

The Church is 
called to be in the 

world but the focus of 
religious experience is 

Jesus breaking-in 
on us.

The views expressed in the Letters to the Editor are 
not necessarily endorsed by and do not necessarily 
represent the views of The Catholic Leader or the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane. Letters are submitted on 
the condition The Catholic Leader may edit them in 
a manner which meets publication and style require-
ments.

No-name letters
THE Catholic Leader reminds writers to Have your 
Say that letters should carry a name, address and 
contact telephone number. 

We receive many letters from anonymous writers 
requesting publication. Without your name and con-
tact details this is not possible. 

We will not usually publish a letter that has al-
ready appeared in another newspaper, neither will 
we normally publish anything which is more than 
400 words.

We routinely edit contributions for defamation, 
grammar, prolixity, coherence and style.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:editor@catholicleader.com.au
http://facebook.com/TheCatholicLeader
http://twitter.com/TheCatholicLead
http://days.we/
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Regional – Northern NSW

Mother Hilda Scott blessed and 
installed at Jamberoo Abbey
WOLLONGONG Bishop Brian 
Mascord blessed and installed Ben-
edictine Mother Hilda Scott as ab-
bess of the Benedictine Abbey of the 
Presentation of our Lord, Jamberoo, 
on March 25.

Mother Scott is the third abbess of the abbey 
and was elected to the position some weeks 
back.

Members of Mother Scott’s family joined the 
Benedictine Sisters at the abbey for her blessing 
and installation.

A Jamberoo abbey spokesperson thanked the 
many prayers and expressions of support sent to 
the Sisters over the election period.

“We have been graced by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit at work among us and as He has 
made Himself known through your kindness and 
encouragement of us and our way of life,” the 
spokesperson said.

“Know that our grateful prayers are with you.
“We especially thank Mother Mary (Barnes) 

for her wise and loving leadership of us all over 
these past twelve years. 

“We wish her every good thing as she now 
sets out on her well-earned break.”

During her instalment, Mother Scott received 
the symbols of her station – the Cross as well as 
the staff, seal and ring from Bishop Mascord. 

Two new crosses reflect 
light of Christ at St Agnes’
THE light of Christ is shining 
for all in Port Macquarie with 
two new stainless steel crosses 
installed atop St Agnes’ 
Church in early April.

Parish priest Fr Paul Gooley 
said the reason the new crosses 
were installed was that, during 
cleaning and maintenance of 
the church and its belltower 
last year, it was discovered 
that one of the 80-year-old 
concrete crosses at the top had 
concrete cancer and had taken 
some lightning strikes. 

“At the time we took reme-
dial action but in the interests 
of safety, a decision was made 
to replace the original crosses 
with ones made of marine 
grade stainless steel,” Fr 
Gooley said.

“We chose marine grade 
stainless steel because it is 
durable in our seaside climate 
and it weighs a lot less than 
the 380kg existing crosses.

“When the old crosses were 
taken down, a rough inscrip-
tion was discovered on one of 
them, which may be the names 
and initials of the men who 
originally cast them. “It also 
appears the concrete crosses 
were actually formed and 
poured on top of the church, 
25m above ground, which is 
amazing.

“The new crosses gleam 
brightly in the sun, which is, 
for me, a great reminder that 
Christ is ever-present in our 
lives and watching over the 
community of Port Mac-
quarie.” 

Both priests of the parish, 
Fr Gooley and Fr Peter Wood, 
blessed the crosses prior to 
them being lifted into place by 
crane.

Fr Gooley is looking at 
how the parish might display 
the salvaged crosses on the 
grounds of the Church.

Prayerful: 
Mother Hilda 
Scott was 
installed as 
abbess of the 
Benedictine 
Abbey of the 
Presentation 
of Our Lord, 
Jamberoo.

Academic success continues 
for St Mary’s College, Lismore
FOR St Mary’s Catholic College, Lismore, 
2019 is shaping up to be a successful year, 
following on from unprecedented academic 
success in 2018 for the HSC.

Principal Tracy Robinson was one of the 
driving forces behind the unique way students 
studied for the HSC.

 For the last three years, St Mary’s has been 
operating an innovative model for the HSC 
curriculum, which is ‘compressed’.

This means the students undertake three sub-
jects only in each of their senior years of study.

“In 2018, the impact of this initiative was 
celebrated in our college community, with the 
best HSC results we’ve seen in many years 
and the college performing exceptionally well 
against the other local colleges in the diocese,” 
Mrs Robinson said. 

Students achieved 10 Band 6 results and 44 
Band 5 results. 

Coupled with this, 100 per cent of students 
who applied for early entry at local universities 
were successful in their applications. 

“Overwhelmingly, in an exit survey at the 
end of their course of study, 2018 HSC stu-
dents themselves reflected that the Compressed 
Curriculum model best supported them to 
maximise their potential,” Mrs Robinson said.

It was found that 99 per cent of students 
identified that this model of study meant that 
they experienced less stress during exam pe-
riods, and it allowed them to better focus with 
only three HSC subjects each year. 

These outstanding results came after the 
announcement from Federal Member for Page 
Kevin Hogan of a $3.6m capital grant for 
school refurbishments.

A teaching block of 17 classrooms will be 
transformed into a STEM precinct with multi-
ple innovative learning spaces. Installation: 

Workmen 
install the 
new crosses 
atop St 
Agnes’ 
Church, Port 
Macquarine,  
with the 
help of a 
crane.

Refurbishment: The new crosses were blessed by Fr Paul 
Gooley and Fr Peter Wood before they were placed atop the 
church.

Overwhelmingly, in an exit survey at the end of 
their course of study, 2018 HSC students 
themselves reflected that the Compressed 
Curriculum model best supported them to 

maximise their potential.

Big year: 2019 is shaping up to be a successful year for St Mary’s Catholic College, Lismore.  
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Entertainment

Compelling read using theological, biblical and scientific insights

Film

A mesmerising slow-burn film

Thriller:  Ah-in yoo, Jong-Seo Jun  and Steven yeun star in Burning.

find out who he is and what he wants with Hae-mi 
the more mysterious, murky and intriguing things 
get. 

Settling back where he grew up in Paju, Jong-
Su can’t help put his whole life on pause, despite 
his father being tried for assaulting another 
farmer, to try and discover what the deal is with 
Ben and Hae-Mi’s slow elusiveness.

The film is epitomised by the “great hunger” 
in life, a term brought by Hae-mi in her descrip-
tion of the Kalahari’s people dance which begins 
with the “little hunger”– a simple hunger for the 
material things – to the “great hunger” which is a 
search for meaning. 

The same great hunger that Jong-Su begins to 
experience in his search is reflected by the hunger 
for answers that Chang dong-Lee creates for the 
audience as the main characters’ motives are for 
the most part concealed and alluring throughout 
the entire film. 

Chang dong-Lee gives the viewers long periods 
of stasis where he allows us to make what we will 
from the previous scene and the slow unfolding of 

undecisive clues. 
Steve Yeun gives a collected, ethereal and 

unnerving performance as Ben; his facial expres-
sions (mostly tight smiles and empty gazes) and 
body language are difficult to decipher.

 What’s his purpose? 
Is he is just a playboy having a bit of fun? Is he 

is a calculating psychopath or just a pyromaniac 
who wants friends? 

An-in Yoo is nearly impressive in his rendition 
of a poised and apprehensive man with an open-
mouthed stare as his character also holds a few 
surprises by the time the end credits roll.

The onscreen performances and compelling 
narrative are only enhanced by superior cinema-
tography by Kyung-Pyo Hong; in particular the 
breath-taking shots of the South Korea/North 
Korea border undulating as Hae-Mi performs 
the Kalahari dance at dusk in front of Ben and 
Jong-So. 

Kyung-Pyo Hong creates a perfect visual 
atmosphere to induce more nerves, mystery, and 
excitement while the music, especially towards 

the end, is equally daunting as it builds into the 
final answer the audience is awaiting. 

At other times, the background noise includes 
traffic, street music, the loudspeaker blaring North 
Korean propaganda, President Donald Trump on 
the television in the corner of the room, which 
makes tricky to keep your thoughts aligned.

Having won a flurry of awards already, Burning 
was unlucky to be snubbed at this years’ Acad-
emy Awards for Best Foreign Film which, is my 
humble opinion, would have given Roma a good 
run for its money. 

Based on a story by Haruki Murakami, it’s an 
unsettling and intriguing character piece that com-
ments on class division, toxic masculinity, and 
consumerism.

 With it’s long running time, it’s not likely to be 
everyone’s cup of tea because the South Korean 
director’s work isn’t simplistic in any way, but a 
mesmerising and mind-boggling slow burn that 
will leave you feeling strangely satisfied.   

Verdict:
4.5/5– Incredible

BURNING. Written and direct-
ed by Chang-dong Lee, co-
written by Jungmi Oh. Starring 
Ah-in yoo, Steven yeun and 
Jong-Seo Jun. Rated: M for oc-
casional coarse language.  In 
selected cinemas 
this Easter. Run-
ning time: 148 
minutes

By Arnie Hurdoyal

YOU just never 
know what can happen 
when somebody walks into your life.

For Jong-Su (Anh In-Yoo), it’s an old child-
hood friend, Hae-Mi (Jong-Seo Jun) that he runs 
into while doing a part-time delivery job while 
she is dancing around trying to sell some raffle 
tickets. 

Jong-Su doesn’t recognise her but “plastic sur-
gery,” she says as the dazed man understands why 
he’s paying a lot of attention to her now. The two 
hit it off at a café and again at a restaurant where 
they talk about their plans for life. 

Hae-Mi reveals her upcoming trip to Africa 
coming up as she talks about her interest in the 
Kalahari desert people and asks Jong-Su to mind 
her cat.

While visiting her tiny apartment in Seoul, 
the two let go of their inhibitions but for some 
reason, there is a sense of suspicion and confusion 
in Jong-Su even though he is clearly “falling in 
love” with her. 

Hae-mi kindly asks him to visit her apartment 
when overseas to feed her cat that is always 
unseen to Jong-Su and the audience.

Somehow the food that he puts out disap-
pear each time he visits. From this point begins 
a haunting mystery that is only enhanced when 
Hae-mi comes back from Kenya with another 
Korean friend named Ben (Steven Yeun). 

Nothing is talked about as the three begin an 
odd group of friends with no clarification as to 
where they stand with each other and whether 
there’s been a shift in romantic involvement.

There isn’t much that can be made from Ben’s 
character other than he what Jong-So describes a 
“Great Gatsby” of Gangnam; a nice guy, rich with 
no apparent occupation, living a high life but is 
possibly hiding something.

In their conversations, Ben reveals to Jong-Su 
that his occupation is burning down greenhouses, 
which is off-putting as the more Jong-Su tries to 

WHy GOD HIDES. AND 
WHERE TO FIND HIM. By 
Fr John Portavella. Sophia 
Institute Press. Manchester, 
New Hampshire. NH. 2018

Reviewed by Barbara Flynn 

WITH broad experience in pastoral ministry 
Fr John Portavella has much time in personal 
prayer listening to God’s silence, after and 
during events in his own life and in the trials 
and joys experiences by 
parishioners. 

From years of listen-
ing, prayerful reflection on 
the scriptures, the writing 
of popes and pondering 
Church traditional beliefs, 
he confidently proposes that 
God is not a silent spectator 
on the human condition nor 
is He hidden. 

His recent book is a compelling read as Fr 
Portavella uses theological, biblical and scien-
tific insights to explore the positive aspects of: 
“Why God hides and where to find Him”. 

People of faith, when confronted by natu-
ral disasters, Father John asserts, may often 
impatiently ask, “whether God even exists”, or 
“where was God when these disastrous events 
happened; does God really care?”

Pope Benedict cautions of such expectations 
saying, “we would be wrong to set ourselves up 
as judges of God and history”. 

Meanwhile, St John Paul II offers these con-
soling remarks: “When God seems to be silent 
amid oppression, injustice, and suffering He 
still loves human beings and comes to their aid 
when invoked – God’s silence does not indicate 
an absence.”

Depending on whose point of view and 
experience is being expressed, God’s veiled 
presence is either recognised and accepted, or 
rejected outright. 

Writing from scholarly and meticulous 
research, Fr John investigates at length “the 
remarkable mystery of our transcendent sup-
posedly hidden God”. 

He uses the scriptures extensively and the 
writings of recent popes and some canonised 
saints to give constructive insights into the per-
ennial human question of “why God remains 
hidden to our current earthly situation”. 

Since Moses (in Hebrew scriptures) ad-
dressed God in the burning bush there has been 
a constant unsatisfied longing in the human 
heart to probe the mystery of why God does not 
make Himself visible to the human race. 

Many Hebrew psalms express the longings 
of people crying out to a veiled or hidden God 
in circumstances where their faith and trust are 
challenged. 

The identity of Jesus and examples of His 
ministry are discussed particularly in Chapters 

12 and 13, titled respectively 
God and Man, Friends; and 
Jesus Christ the Ultimate Rev-
elation. 

The teaching in Deus Caritas 
Est by Pope Benedict XVI takes 
us back to the importance of 
scripture in reaching conclu-
sions “True no one has ever 
seen God as He is. 

And yet God is not totally 
invisible to us. He does not 
remain completely inacces-
sible – God has made Himself 
visible. In Jesus, we are able to 
see the Father.”

The first most important mani-
festation or revelation of God to humanity, Fr 
Portavella points out is the incarnation. 

“God facilitated man’s discovery and love 
for Him through His sacred humanity at the 
incarnation when the Word became flesh in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary”. 

Some other scriptural examples are: the 
baptism of the Lord; the marriage feast of Cana; 
the multiplication of the loaves and fish; the 
transfiguration. 

The essential teaching offered by popes and 
Fr Portavella is that to grasp this truth is to be a 
person of faith and wisdom and insight from the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 

The content of this faith-enriching book 
challenges the reader to their understanding of 

God’s veiled presence in the 
world that He created. 

The author emphatically 
states that God does not normal-
ly manifest Himself to us in any 
visible form, but His transcend-
ent presence can be experienced 
most definitely through his 
gift of the Holy Spirit and the 
sacraments – particularly in the 
Eucharist. 

Human beings are gifted by 
God with freedom of choice and 
freewill. 

There they can reject or 
accept God’s presence in His 

created world.
Fr Portavella assures his readers that; “God 

loves the human race and is always seeking a 
relationship with his people”. 

But a response in faith, love and trust is 
called for to deepen their personal relationship 
with God who always “acts discreetly in respect 
for man’s freedom”.

The determining factor to bring understand-
ing as to “why God hides and where to find 
Him” is a personal choice of faith.

Fr Portavella concludes, “The life we have 
in relationship to God, our Creator, is based on 
faith”.

This book is available through St Pauls Book 
Centre, Elizabeth Street, Brisbane. 

Book
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Extra

Across 
1 Unconscious (8)
5 Part of a tree (6)
10 Skin disease sufferer (5)
11 Catholic Bible Federation 
(3)
12 The ___ of the Lord ap-
peared before them (5)
13 Joshua’s assistant (5)
14 In charge of the prepara-
tion of the church for Mass (9)
15 Setting of the parable of 
the wicked tenants (8)
18 Boundaries (5)
21 Liberated (5)
23 Love your neighbour as 
___ (8)
26 Mary’s cousin (9)
29 The Lord has ___ indeed, 
and he has appeared to Si-
mon! (5)
31 Backbone (5)
32 Gift of the Spirit (3)
33 Annoyingly stupid (5)
34 Church divide (6)
35 He ___ into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty (8)
Down 
1 Choose (6)
2 Cast out (5)
3 Story with a message (7)
4 Needed (9)
6 Become aware (7)
7 O Holy ___, the stars are 
brightly shining (5)
8 Closeness to God (8)
9 Missionary Franciscan Sis-
ter (4)

in THe kiTCHen

in THe gaRden
Sow seed outdoors for beetroot, carrots, 
Swiss chard, summer cauliflower, kohl 
rabi, lettuce, leeks, radish, turnip, spring 
and pickling onions, peas and perpetual 
spinach in well-prepared soil. 

CRosswoRd

lasT week’s solUTion

16 Anger (3)

17 The Catholic Women’s 

League was formerly the 

Catholic ___ of Australia (9)

19 Galatians (3)

20 Sins (8)

22  Brokers (7)

24 There are all sorts of ____ 
to be done, but always to the 
same Lord (7)
25 Really (6)
27 Nationality of Saints Kevin 
and Ita (5)
28 Isaac’s red haired son (4)
30 We __ for God and for his 
glory (5)

This is a traditional recipe from Greece to 
celebrate Easter Sunday

GREEk EASTER ROAST LAMB

Ingredients
1 large leg of lamb, about 3kg
6 garlic cloves
1 bunch oregano
zest and juice 1 lemon
6 tbsp olive oil
1kg new potatoes
400g can chopped tomato
large handful pitted baby kalamata olives

Method
Heat oven to 240C. Pound the garlic, half 

the oregano, lemon zest and a pinch of salt 
in a pestle and mortar, then add the lemon 
juice and a drizzle of olive oil. Stab the lamb 
all over with a sharp knife, then push as 
much of the herb paste as you can into the 
holes.

Tip the potatoes into a large roasting 
tin, then toss in the remaining olive oil and 
any remaining herb paste. Nestle the lamb 
amongst the potatoes, roast for 20 mins, 
then reduce the temperature to 180C/fan. 
Roast for 75 mins for medium-rare, adding 
another 15 mins if you prefer your lamb 
medium. 

Baste the lamb once or twice with the 
juices and toss the potatoes. When the 
lamb is done to your liking, remove from the 
tin and let it rest. 

Throw the rest of the oregano in with 
the potatoes, scoop from the tin and keep 
warm.

Place the roasting tin over a medium 
flame, add the canned tomatoes and olives 
to the pan juices, then simmer for a few 
mins. 

Serve the lamb with the potatoes and 
sauce and a simple salad.

PeT of THe week

Chilli is a Mastiff mix that is true to her 
breed heritage because she loves 
people.  With characteristics that are 
appealing to any family, Chilli is impres-
sive in size, but also in personality.  Chilli 
is polite, relaxed, enjoys socialising with 
other dogs and she yearns for a family 
and home to call her own.  If you and 
your family are seeking an all-round, 
adaptable and loving companion dog, 
then come out and meet Chilli at the 
AWLQ Warra Rehoming Centre.  
Call AWLQ on 3631 6800 to arrange 
a meeting or search Animal Welfare 
League Queensland website to see 
all our animals which are available for 
adoption. 

Name

Address

P/C

Phone

Age

ColoUR of life Easter Sunday
April 21

win a PRiZe PaCk
Send your entry to: New Generation, The 
Catholic Leader, GPO Box 282, Brisbane, 
Qld 4001. Entries close on April 29. This 
week’s winner  is Aria Lacy, 6,  from Ash-
grove, Qld.
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Classifieds

MIKE-BIRGAN Cabinet 
maker, kitchens, vanities, wall 
units, bathroom renovations, new 
bench tops. Reasonable prices. 
Free quotes. No job too small. 
Tel. (07) 3893 1430 or (07) 3396 
0199 (a/hrs).

Cabinet Maker

Building repairs

BuIldING REpAIRs 
Alterations, Carports, Stair 
replacement, Gates and fences, 
Retaining walls, Solid Workman-
ship, Reasonable Rates, Free 
quote. Registered Builder Licence 
# 41137 Ph: Michael 0412 744 
172

Audiology

Independent & 
Audiologist Owned

Hearing Assessments
Hearing Aids
FREE DVA and 
Pensioner Services

OPEN 6 DAYS
(07) 3398 8862

876 Old Cleveland Road
Carina Q 4152 
www.johnpearcyaudiology.com.au

Electrical

Guaranteed satisfaction

Deal directly with the owner of the 
business. 
My service is well-priced, done on-
time and no job is too small.

Air Conditioning SPECIAL!
Bedroom units - $100 cash-back offer
Living room units - $200 cash-back 
Only the best A/C brands. 

BNE Electrical covers all suburbs
Call Brady direct on 0413 322 978
or email brady@bneelectrical.com.au  

B.Soc.Sci, M.Couns, 
Supervisor (ACA)

Registered Premarriage Educator 
(FOCCUS)

Individual, Relationship, 
Marriage, Grief/Loss. 

Premarriage Education for 
engaged couples. 

Qualified & Respectful.

Counsellor
Catherine
Dodemont

No referral required. 
Appointments: 0413 623 162
E: cdodemont@optusnet.com.au
W: www.cdcounsellor.com.au

Counsellor Legal

Pest Control

Funerals

P (07) 55 380 333      F (07) 55 925 325

Suite F10C, Lvl 1, 

47 Ashmore Rd Bundall QLD 4217

Wills & Estates
Businesses - Buying or Selling
Commercial and Retail Leasing

Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Transactions

Property Development

www.rbflaw.com.au

• Tree removals, stump grinding, pruning
• Level 5 Arborist reports and appraisals
• Storm season prep/damage clean-up
• $20 million Public Liability insurance

• Family owned and operated
• Free quotes

 Phone: 3355 5398
Mobile: 0418 789 018
E: contact@abletreeservice.com.au

www.abletreesservice.com.au

M U L C H  F O R  S A L E

Tree Services

Removalist

Accident 
compensation  

experts

07 5628 0070
Phil  Griffin 

Bundall
www.stacklaw.com.au

Funeral Services with 
Dignity and Compassion

For however you choose to say 
goodbye...

Phone: 07 3293 0555 
Email: info@holycrossfunerals.com

www.holycrossfunerals.com

An Apostolic Work of the Catholic Church
Celebrating life...

•	 Local	&	Interstate
•	 Professional	packing	service
•	 Storage	Short/Long	term
•	 Carton	sales
•	 Free	Quotes

Established 1962

Brisbane:	3480	2333
Rockhampton:	4924	2424
www.gormans.com.au

Featured Events
 

ANZAC DAY MEMORIAL MASS at Our Lady of Vic-
tories, 1 Roche Avenue, Bowen Hills 4006 (Parking at 29 
Cintra Rd and Boyd St). 7am Mass followed by morning tea. 
RSVP to olv.rsvp@gmail.com for catering. Unique honour 
roll listing Qld Catholics who died WW1. Enquiries: 0421 
862 349. Everyone welcome

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY - MARIAN VALLEY,  

CANUNGRA: Divine Mercy Sunday – Pilgrimage & Day 
of Prayer - 10.00am Holy Hour, Confession. 11.00am Holy 
Mass.  Lunch. 1.30pm Blessing of the Merciful Jesus’ Im-
ages. Eucharistic Procession. Individual Blessing with the 
Blessed Sacrament 3.00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet. Also 
4pm Mass. All Welcome. Enquires: Ph. 07 5533 3617. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Mass at Our Lady of 
Dolours Church, Mitchelton will commence at 10.15a.m. 
Devotions will continue until 12.15pm. (Confessions will be 
heard by 3 Priests from 11.00am until 12.15pm.) Enquiries: 
Fr. Terry Moynihan 3855 3246.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: St. Rita’s, 37 Benfer Rd, Vic-
toria Point. We will be celebrating with 9am Mass, followed 
by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, Reconciliation and Benediction ending at 11am. All 
welcome!

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Our Lady of Victories, 1 
Roche Avenue, Bowen Hills. 1pm Adoration; 2pm Rosary & 
Confessions; 3pm Hour of Mercy; 3.30pm Chaplet & Ben-
ediction; 4pm Mass English/Polish. Enquiries: 3252 2200 or 
bowenhills@bne.catholic.net.au Everyone welcome!

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Holy Spirit Church, 16 Vil-
liers Street, New Farm. Commence at 2.15pm (Reconcili-
ation from 1.30pm). Exposition / Rosary / Readings from 
St Faustina’s diary / Chaplet / Benediction / Veneration of 
the Sacred Relic of Saint Faustina and Holy sacrifice of the 
Mass. Afternoon tea to follow. Enquiries 0438721446 or 
0431056290.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Nazareth House, 272 Wyn-
num North Road, Wynnum North. Reconciliation and Expo-
sition commence at 1.30. Rosary at 2.00. Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy at 3.00 followed by Benediction and Blessing of 
Divine Images. Mass at 3.30 with Principal Celebrant Bishop 
Emeritus Joseph Oudeman OFM Cap DD.”

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Holy Spirit Church, 102 
Sparkes Rd, Bray Park. Commences 1.30pm. Procession, 
Eucharist, Rosary, Adoration, Reconciliation from12.30pm - 
3 priests available. Phone Eileen 38898945.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: St Michael’s Catholic 
Church, 250 Banks Street, Dorrington. 1.30pm Adoration, 
Reconciliation. 2.30pm Rosary. 3pm Chaplet of Divine Mer-
cym Benediction, Mass, and Blessing of religious images 
and other objects.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: St Brigid’s Catholic Church, 
Red Hill. 1.30pm Exposition (Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion available), Adoration, Rosary, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
Mass. 3.30pm Benediction and Blessing of religious images 
and objects.

ENTERTAINMENT: New Australian Musical ‘ANGEL-
IQUE’ at SunPAC 14/15 & 21/22nd of June - A devout 
young woman deals with the loss of her sister, her faith and 
her passions which have been aroused by an attractive 
Count. www.sunpac.net.au/cms/page.asp?ID=3445

Do you have a special event to promote in this section? Pricing starts from $14.10 
for up to 30 words. Send your enquiries to advertising@catholicleader.com.au or 

call  (07) 3324 3555. 
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Humans of the Church25

By Mark Bowling 

A CATHOLIC veteran has found a 
renewed joy for life, after returning 
to a Timorese village where he was 
caught in a gun battle with enemy 
militia 19 years ago.

It has taken former Corporal Greg Murty many 
years to come to grips with the incident, and 
which has caused him great distress and trauma. 

He lives with his family in the Brisbane south-
side suburb of Parkinson.

“Being a young and proud soldier… I went to 
their country thinking I was making a difference, 
but returned to Australia with the feeling of a 
heavy heart and feeling defeated,” Mr Murty said 
of his deployment to East Timor soon after the 
country’s vote for independence, and a violent 
aftermath.

“I was very naïve… I was unaware of their 
struggle for independence nor their struggle under 
the hands of the Japanese in World War Two.”

Corporal Murty celebrated his 24th birthday 
soon after arriving in East Timor in April 2000, as 
a member of the international peacekeeping force 
sent to stabilise the country. 

He found the fledgling nation in chaos – hun-
dreds of thousands of people had been herded 
across the border and were being held in refugee 
camps in West Timor, by violent militias bank-
rolled by the departing Indonesian forces.

Corporal Murty was a member of a platoon sent 
to patrol and protect the remote and rugged border 
region.

He recalls working hard to win the trust of the 
local village people, particularly in Aidabasalala 
where he was stationed most of the time.

“They (the East Timorese villagers) were stand-
offish at first, but once they realised you meant no 
harm they were very interactive, building shades 
and shower areas for us out of local materials,” 
Mr Murty said. 

“I took any opportunity to mix with the locals, 
even going to their school behind our patrol base 
and interacting with the children, teaching them 
English, songs, with their teachers permission.”

Several months into his mission, just after mid-
night on June 21, Mr Murty was at the end of a 
watch shift at his village patrol base when his unit 
was ambushed by armed militiamen.

“Their intent was to kill all Australian soldiers,” 
he said, recalling an initial grenade explosion, and 
then the chatter of automatic weapons firing.

“I got on the radio to headquarters immediately 
and told them we were under attack and needed 
reinforcements. 

“At that stage we were on our own. We thought 
they (the militia) were inside the wire.

“I really didn’t expect to survive that night.”
Mr Murty said the battle “felt like an eternity” 

even though the battle probably lasted only a few 
minutes.

However, the short encounter left a lasting 
impression on a young soldier, who suddenly had 
been betrayed by the villagers he had come to 
know, and even his own army comrades.

“After that night I had so many thoughts, why 
didn’t the locals inform us? “ Mr Murty said.

“And, why did the militia try to kill us when we 
are here trying to help the Timorese people?

The “icing on the cake”, according to Mr 
Murty, was that Australian army reinforcements 
were supposed to arrive in ten minutes, after he 
had phoned for help.

“They ended up taking 45 minutes to get to us. 
At that time we would have been dead if we’d 
been waiting for them,” he said.

“I felt unsupported. All alone, as if nobody had 
our back.

“It was only five days before I came home to 
Australia and I honestly didn’t think I was going 
to survive those five days.”

On the morning after the militia attack Mr 

Visit helps bring light to the darkness

Murty visited a church to pray, accompanied by 
an army padre.

He said the feeling of betrayal lingered. 
And there were other questions on his mind.
“Why weren’t we injured or even killed?” he 

said. “What’s God’s plan for me?”
At that testing time, Mr Murty phoned his 

fiancée (now his wife Belinda), confided his fears, 
and surprisingly, asked her to marry him.

“She said yes,” he said.
Back in Australia, Mr Murty said he considered 

“going AWOL”, refusing to go back to Timor.
“But I thought, I don’t want to look like a cow-

ard, so I’ll go back and do my job,” he said.
Back in Aidabasalada, and at his lowest mind-

set, Mr Murty said the children “kept me going 
and gave me hope”.

“I would walk out of the patrol base with 
another soldier and teach the children English,” 
he said.

Mr Murty admits it had taken many years to 
come to grips with his deployment in Timor. 

He and Belinda have three children Ryan, 15, 
Shaun,13, and Gemma, 8.

The breakthrough came in February this year, 
when he joined a Timor Awakening tour, led by 
Veterans Care Association, Deacon Gary Stone 
and his son Mick Stone, both former army offic-
ers.

“I was given the opportunity to return to Aida-
basalala, after 19 years,” Mr Murty said.

“The moment I arrived I had extreme anxiety 
and stress. My emotions were high. 

“My heart was pounding. I had a very strong 
feeling of fight or flight.

“I was extremely fortunate to have my wife 
Belinda by my side and she could sense my emo-
tions and held my hand tight as we walked into a 
shower of praise and welcome from the locals.”

Mr Murty said his first impression of the village 
was that it had not changed much – maybe a coat 
of paint on the school.

“The school kids came and sang to us their 
Timor Leste national anthem and their veterans 
song. I looked at the children before me and not 

only were they all singing beautifully, but they 
were all wearing a school uniform,” he said.

It dawned on Mr Murty that indeed quite a 
lot had changed – these children had a national 
anthem, school uniforms, and, most importantly, a 
certain future.

“I finally get it. I see what we (Australians) 
have done,” he said.

 “I have actually helped. I have actually made a 
difference. I finally feel proud.”

Mr Murty said the feelings of betrayal and 
mistrust that he had harboured for so many years 
suddenly disappeared, replaced by forgiveness.

“The Timorese have been through so much 
themselves. How can I not forgive them?” he said.

Mr Murty spent time walking through the vil-
lage, inspecting shrapnel marks left in some of the 
walls from gunfire, and meeting people, including 
a teacher who still remembered his visits to the 
school.

He said he was thankful to share his emotional 
return to Aidabasalala with his wife, Belinda. 

“I hope this allows me to be kind to myself 
and work on what actually matters in life and that 
is family,” he said.

“I was once in darkness with this event. But 

now I am coming into the light.”
Following the visit to Aidabasalala, the Timor 

Awakening veterans attended Mass and Holy 
Communion in nearby Balibo, the border town 
where five Australian newsmen were captured 
and killed by Indonesian soldiers in 1975.

More than 250 veterans and partners have now 
received healing through the Timor Awakening 
rehabilitation program. 

“Like Greg and Belinda they all experience our 
holistic health education and experiences tailored 
to nurture the body, mind, soul, and relationships 
and are offered life coaching for a future  full of 
hope,” Deacon Stone said.  

This Anzac Day, Mr Murty will march for 
the first time in Brisbane alongside his Timor 
Awakening mates and a contingent of Timorese 
veterans who had hosted his experience earlier 
this year. 

He’ll also attend the ANZAC Day Mass in 
Brisbane held at St Stephen’s Cathedral, concel-
ebrated by Brisbane Archbishop Mark Coleridge, 
at 8am. 

If you know a veteran needing help, contact 
Veterans Care Association on support@veteran-
scare.com.au 

Return visit: 
Greg and 
Belinda 
Murty with 
Deacon 
Gary Stone 
during their 
recent 
return to Ti-
mor Leste.

Emotional return: The villagers of Aidabasalala with Greg Murty, left, and Deacon Gary Stone during a recent Timor Awakening tour of Timor Leste.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:support@veteranscare.com.au
mailto:support@veteranscare.com.au
mailto:alexgowfunerals.com.au


26

The Catholic Leader, April 21, 2019www.catholicleader.com.au

Easter Messages

The holy time of Easter 
reminds us of the power 

of faith, possibility  
and opportunity. 
We thank our many supporters 
who partner with us to make a 

difference in people’s lives. 

1300 236 822
centacarebrisbane.net.au

AT Easter, we celebrate 
Jesus risen from the dead 
and we sing with gusto  
“Alleluia”. 

 Our faith tells us that it happened 
and yet do our lives truly reflect that 
it happened?

I mean, because Jesus rose from 
the dead, death does not have the last 
word in His life and ours.  

But we don’t have to wait until we 
are dead to experience what resurrec-
tion actually means or can mean in 
the here and now.

There is no need for believers to 
live their lives on earth as if they are 
already dead.  Christians are sup-
posed to reflect on the outside what 
they believe on the inside.  

If Jesus’ death and resurrection is 
ever going to change us then we need 
to live our lives accordingly.

His resurrection continually 
reminds us that there is much more 
to each of us than meets the eye and 
that our souls are immortal.  

Our bodies will decay or turn to 
dust, but our souls will forever live 
with God.

We therefore must live with a 
purpose in this life so that we can 
prepare for the new life to come.  

To live without purpose is to live a 
“rudderless” existence.  

We will inevitably run into an 
obstacle that can sink us and none of 
us wants to end up at the bottom.

As I reflect upon the Church I 
serve at present, now as a Bishop, I 

cannot help but admit to you that I 
have felt at times as if the good boat 
has been sailing on a sea of “trou-
ble”.  

It is as if God in Jesus Christ is 
saying to the Church “give me back 
the steering wheel” or at least focus 
on me for I am the one who saves.

Our sea of trouble needs to be 
navigated and our Church must 
help us all to focus on 
the end goal, which is 
Christ Himself.  

He is the one who 
goes on ahead of 
us and says, “Come 
follow me”.

As a person of 
faith, I like you have 
had challenges that 
have come my way.  

No one can escape 
these challenges in one form 
or another but what must keep us 
focussed is the promise of a glorious 
future precisely because our Lord 
charts a way forward if we remain 
close to Him.  

What are the obstacles in our lives 
to believing in this kind of future?  

What is holding us back?  
Why isn’t our “Alleluia” at Easter 

like the kind of roar that is heard by 
a crowd at a football match?  

Such is the cheer that has the abil-
ity to capture on the outside what we 
feel on the inside.

The time is right if not overdue for 
the Church, which is all of us, to go 
back to the basics of our faith and 

focus on Jesus.  
We must “live him and breathe 

him” in season and out of season 
because if we really know him, we 
will never be alone or at sea.

Once we authentically know him, 
which is different to knowing about 
him, the joy in our lives that may 
have been there before will come 

alive again.
It’s the kind of joy 
required in our Easter 

Alleluias this Easter – a 
joy in the Gospel that 
Pope Francis has 
written so power-
fully in his Apos-
tolic Exhortation, 
Evangelii Gaudium. 

 In that Exhortation, 
the Pope has reminded 

us that our joy in believ-
ing is a powerful force, im-

pelling us to want to go out and share 
the good news with others.

So as we prepare to celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection, his victory on 
behalf of us all, over death, let us 
renew that joy which surely lies at 
the heart of the Christian message 
with a cry that sums up the whole 
of that message – the whole of our 
lives – and that response must be: 
“Alleluia”.

Even our Holy and wounded Ro-
man Catholic Church as an institution 
is crying with the rest of us.  

Our collective “Alleluia” will put 
past wrongs right.

BISHOP TIMOTHY J HARRIS
of Townsville

The time is right to get back to basics

He is risen: A angel points to the empty tomb of Christ in a panel from a 
14th-century Italian altar piece. `    Photo: CNS
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Wishing our members,
staff and employers
a very happy Easter

catholicsuper.com.au  |  1300 658 776

Ph 1800 899 300 

www.sccqld.com.au
An initiative of the Knights of the Southern Cross

Wishing you a happy and joyous 
Easter from Southern Cross Care Qld

May your Easter be blessed and you celebrate with 
a heart filled with peace, joy and happiness.

The Executive Director and  Staff  
of Brisbane Catholic Education  

wish you all the blessings  
of the risen Christ this Easter.

Easter Messages
A POPULAR poem entitled “The 
Four Candles” by Aino Makoto 
highlights the importance that hope 
plays in our lives.  

It has the four candles (Peace, Faith, Love, 
Hope) in conversation, with the first three in turn 
acknowledging that they are no longer valued by 
today’s world.    

One by one, the light of these 
three candles diminishes and 
then goes out completely.  

A child suddenly enters the 
room and, seeing the three 
candles no longer burning, 
begins to cry, “Why are 
you not burning? You are 
supposed to stay lit until the 
end.” Then the fourth candle 
speaks gently to the child, 
“Don’t be afraid, for I am 
Hope, and while I still burn, we 
can re-light the other candles.” 

It is not difficult for us to recognise 
the ways in which candles of peace, faith and 
love are being extinguished in our world today 
as we are bombarded with shocking revela-
tions of sexual abuse and horrendous scenes of 
devastation as ideologies of hate are expressed 
in such violent massacres as the recent attack on 
the Muslim community in Christchurch. 

With Hope, regardless of how bad things look 
and are, the flames of Peace, Faith and Love can 
be re-ignited once again.

In his homily at the Easter Vigil in 2018, Pope 
Francis presents the mystery of Christ’s resur-
rection as a message of hope for a world that has 
lost faith.  

“He is here… he is risen.  This is the message 
that sustains our hope and turns it into concrete 
gestures of charity.  How greatly we need to 

let our frailty be anointed by this experience.  
How greatly we need to let our faith be revived.  
How greatly we need our myopic horizons to be 
challenged by this message.  Christ is risen, and 
with him he makes our hope and creativity rise, 
so that we can face our present problems in the 
knowledge that we are not alone.”  

It is never too late to lend a helping hand to 
those in need. 

Caritas can be contacted at www.
caritas.org.au or on 1800 024 

413. 
Our donations bring hope 

to many people empowering 
them to create a brighter 
future for themselves.

In the midst of the 
darkness of war, hostility, 

devastation caused by natural 
disasters, ill health and strug-

gles of daily life, we know the 
light of the Resurrection. 

We are an Easter people, a people 
of hope. 

We all know the story of that first Easter 
morning when the tomb was found empty. We 
know that Jesus rose from the dead and trans-
formed the tears of anguish on Good Friday into 
incomparable joy. 

We are called to be bearers of that Good News 
into a world that desperately needs that hope.  

Let us rejoice and be glad. Christ is risen. 
He is indeed risen. 
With the candle of hope alive in our own 

hearts, let us light our world with the candles of 
peace, faith and love.

I wish you every blessing in this wonderful 
season. 

Bishop Robert McGuckin 
of Toowoomba 

Christ is risen, rejoice and be glad

He is risen: The risen Christ is depicted in 
this 19th-century painting titled “The Resur-

rection of Christ” by Gebhard Fugel.  
         Photo: CNS

FROM the beginning of the liturgy on Holy 
Saturday night when all the natural light has 
faded, the prayers reminds us,  “May the light 
of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of 
our souls and minds.” 

And when the new Easter Candle is held 
high and the clear statement is made for all to 
hear, “The Light of Christ.”

The Easter liturgies invite us all to experi-
ence the life of God entwined with our own 
lives. 

This year, we carry a sadness in our hearts as 
we remember our Church and our people who 
are in pain. 

The liturgy of Good Friday poignantly 
invites us with Mary to the foot of the cross 
where we sit with her as she watched her own 
son die. 

It is with Mary; we all sit at the foot of the 
cross and feel the pain of all who have been 
abused and injured and isolated. 

But the strong words of the liturgy shouts to 
us and reminds us that it is Christ who over-
came death, who rises in glory and it is only 
through Him that we too find healing for our 
pain and our loss. 

We can invite him to include all within our 
Church and our people so all may find 
the light of Christ. 

In the yards of our churches 
around the fire, may the new 
Easter light of Christ’s glory 
dispel the darkness of our souls 
and minds. 

As we hear the words, “Christ 
our light”, let us be sure in our 
hope that the Risen Christ walks 
with us through the year, bringing 

Let us be sure in our hope that 
the Risen Christ walks with us

all of us healing; enabling us to 
reach out and include everyone 
within the circle of God’s love, 
and find in us in our church, a 

welcoming and safe home.
Bishop Michael McCarthy

of Rockhampton 
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