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Archbishop John 
Bathersby remembered
 as a good and faithful 
servant of Jesus Christ

INTO 
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HANDS

Full coverage 
pages 2, 31, 32

Eternal reward: Queensland Catholics 
are remembering Brisbane Archbishop 
Emeritus John Bathersby after his 
Funeral Mass and burial at St Stephen’s 
Cathedral on March 17; he is here 
pictured preaching at his Farewell Mass 
in 2011, when he retired.
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Archbishop John Bathersby

Archbishop is laid to rest in 
extraordinary circumstances
By Mark Bowling 

BRISBANE Archbishop Emeritus 
John Bathersby was laid to rest in 
the city’s St Stephen’s Cathedral on 
March 16, remembered as a popular 
churchman of strong spirit, humour 
and genuine interest in the lives of 
others.

“In life, John cherished and preached the 
Gospel of Christ,” Brisbane Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge said during a funeral Mass.

It was a Mass celebrated in extraordinary 
circumstances – on the first day of a national 
ban on non-essential gatherings of 500 people or 
more to slow the spread of coronavirus.

It meant seats were limited inside St Stephen’s 
Cathedral, however many people gathered 
with friends and loved ones to view the funeral 
Mass as it was streamed live online.

Archbishop Coleridge, president of the Aus-
tralian Catholic Bishops Conference, described 
his predecessor as “an Aussie original and a 
Queensland classic”. 

“He (John Bathersby) was in fact a man of 
high intelligence, a deep spirituality, straightfor-
ward, yet deceptive – a very accessible character 
yet with great distances,” Archbishop Coleridge 
said, describing a great Church leader who had 
touched many hearts and minds.

“There was even a touch of the mystic about 
him.”

Archbishop Bathersby died on March 9 at age 
83, ending 58 years as a priest.

He was ordained for the Diocese of Toow-

oomba at St Joseph’s Church in Stanthorpe on 
June 30, 1961.

His first parish appointment was to Goondi-
windi from 1962 until 1969, at which time he 
was invited to study spiritual theology in Rome, 
completing a doctorate in 1982.

This was to assist him in his role as spiritual 
director at Brisbane’s Pius XII Seminary.

In 1986 he was ordained as Bishop of Cairns, 
a position he enjoyed until succeeding Archbish-
op Francis Rush in Brisbane, in 1991.

Archbishop Coleridge delivered a heartfelt eu-
logy, describing Archbishop Bathersby’s legacy, 
and a friendship forged in Rome, as many young 
Australian priests undertook theological studies 
together, shared meals and experiences of life on 
the other side of the world.

“John Bathersby was at the heart of it all – 
master of the banquet in the most unpretentious 
way,” Archbishop Coleridge said.  

“He was delightful, often hilarious company 
regaling us with stories of extraordinary charac-
ters of the Toowoomba diocese and eye-popping 
events from his years in Goondiwindi.

“But there was more than the fun. There was 
a human solidity and a spiritual depth in him, 
which were precious in our time away which 
most of us found humanly and spiritually very 
taxing. 

“He was a bit older than the rest of us and had 
a wisdom to match.

“I … owe John Bathersby a deep, deep debt 
of personal gratitude in ways that are not easily 
expressed.”

Attending the funeral Mass were Queensland 
Governor Paul de Jersey; Tourism Minister Kate 
Jones, representing the Queensland Government; 
and many religious leaders.

Priests from Queensland’s five Catholic dio-
ceses were also present, in a show of the respect 
held for Archbishop Bathersby across the state.

During Vigil Prayers and Reception of the 
Body, retired priest Fr Bill O’Shea, 83, spoke 
fondly of the man known by many simply as 
“Bats”.

The two priests shared 70 years of friendship, 
starting at Brisbane’s Nudgee College, and later 
during seminary training, and as priests.

“He (John Bathersby) was a young man 
grounded solidly in the faith,” he said.

“He made friends easily and he kept them. 
And that was to be the pattern of his life.

“He had a great sense of humour and fun.
“He was a humble man with not a trace of 

pretentiousness and never allowed the honours 
that he received or the roles that he filled in the 
Church to change him from the way he always 
was.”

Surfers Paradise priest Fr Peter Dillon also 
described Archbishop Bathersby’s legacy as a 
priest who fused a powerful ecclesial spirit with 
an unpretentious, earthy approach to life.

He said the archbishop was a keen mountain 
climber and sports watcher.

“Of course he was very confident and certain 
of his abilities,” Fr Dillon said during the Vigil 
Prayers and Reception of the Body.

“He spoke a dialect of Italian that only he 
could understand. 

“He was in no doubt he could have coached 
the Queensland Reds to win every game, he 
drove a Ford like a Ferrari, as well as being a 
mountain climber undaunted by heat or height.

“Once I suggested to him that I might accom-
pany him on a climb of Mount Tibrogargan (one 
of the Glass House Mountains) to celebrate my 

50th birthday to which he very boldly claimed 
that I wouldn’t last the first 50 minutes. 

“Now this from a man who was 20 years my 
senior and only ever climbed in Dunlop volleys.

“No mountain was literally or figuratively too 
high for this man to scale.”

Fr Dillon also described “Bats” as generous to 
the poor, even as Brisbane Archbishop.

“His generosity was legend. (He was) known 
for handing out $50 notes to the homeless who 
sometimes lined up at Wynberg (the official resi-
dence of the Archbishop of Brisbane),” he said.

“These people made frequent calls to the door 
hoping to get the little guy who always gave 
them a good feed.”

Archbishop Coleridge had one more, lasting 
memory to share – the night in Rome when he 
road pillion passenger on the back of Fr John 
Bathersby’s Vespa motor scooter as the pair 
headed home after an evening meal together.

“The night was wet and the cobble were slip-
pery,” Archbishop Coleridge said.

“I clung on for dear life and I’ve never been 
more relieved to make it home. 

“But I vowed never again to ride or go pillion 
on a motor scooter – at least not with him.

“I think now how extraordinary the two 
archbishops of Brisbane were on that Vespa that 
night and both of us could have been killed.”

In retirement, Archbishop Bathersby enjoyed a 
return to the Granite Belt before settling into the 
Canossa Complex retirement home in Oxley, and 
St Vincent’s Aged Care at Carseldine.

He died in Brisbane’s Wesley Hospital, and is 
survived by his three sisters Carmel Mahoney, 
Sue Nolan and Anne Johnson, and his brother 
Michael Bathersby.

Vale: 
Archbishop 
Emeritus John 
Bathersby’s 
coffin is car-
ried to its final 
resting place 
in the crypt of 
St Stephen’s 
Cathedral.
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By Mark Bowling 

AS medical experts are calling for 
social isolation to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, how can each of us play 
our part?  

After all, we now realise that individuals who 
ignore the calls can make the spread worse for 
others.

“The responsible thing is to do your part in the 
collective strategy,” Australian Catholic 
University Philosopher associate pro-
fessor Stephanie Collins said.

“For Australians, that means 
taking personal responsibility for 
following government advice.” 

Melbourne-based Dr Collins 
(pictured)  studies collective 
action and group ethics and says 
the spread of COVID-19 chal-
lenged the “individualistic” way 
we were accustomed to thinking and 
acting.

“This approach (collective action) is very 
different from an approach that thinks only about 
your own individual self-interest,” she said. 

“That latter approach might lead to panic-
buying, for example. 

“But if you have enough groceries for a few 
days, then your part of Australia’s collective 
strategy is to socially distance yourself. 

“The advice we’re hearing from Australian 
medical authorities is to avoid crowded areas. 

“Running errands for older people is another 
way you can help.”

In her 2019 book, Group Duties: Their Exist-
ence and Their Implications for Individuals, Dr 
Collins wrote that moral duties were regularly at-

tributed to groups – we might hear that the United 
Kingdom had a duty to defend human rights, that 
environmentalists had a duty to push for global 
systemic reform, or that humanity had a duty to 
eradicate poverty. 

But COVID-19 is already stretching the bound-
aries in the way groups behave – including entire 
nations – as they try to limit the virus spread.

Terms such as “social distancing” and “self 
quarantining” are new to most people, and require 
measured explanation.

“I do think our leaders could be doing more to 
calm people and to clarify what exactly is 

required for ‘social distancing’,” she 
said.

“A lot of policies are being im-
plemented suddenly, such as the 
14-day quarantine for incoming 
arrivals from overseas. 

“This is completely under-
standable, but it leaves people 

feeling anxious and confused. 
“That anxiety needs to be ad-

dressed.”
As a society, Dr Collins said there 

would be ethical lessons to be learnt about what 
we valued and where we placed our priorities.

“I hope we will look back and say ‘We came 
together as a society’ – not physically coming to-
gether, obviously – but psychologically, emotion-
ally, and spiritually coming together,” she said.

“Thinking as one team rather than the more in-
dividualistic way we are accustomed to thinking.

“I hope we will learn to value and prioritise the 
most vulnerable people – people who are unwell, 
unhoused, and who do not have a reliable income. 

“I hope that we will prioritise putting in long-
term systems to protect these people from risks to 
their lives and livelihoods.”

Learning to value and prioritise the most vulnerable people

Call for collective action in crisis

Blessing alone: Standing in the window of the library of the Apostolic Palace overlooking an 
empty St Peter’s Square, Pope Francis blesses the city of Rome March 15, still under lockdown 
to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.      Photo: CNS

PRIME Minister Scott Morrison warned the 
country was in for six months of chaos as an 
influx of COVID-19 cases and an historic rout in 
the share market has pinned Australia between a 
pandemic and an economic crisis.

There were 375 Australian COVID-19 cases 
at time of publication.

These numbers were expected to inflate over 
coming days and weeks.

Overseas, Italy and other European Union 
countries remained in lockdown.

Pope Francis has been regularly posting online 
Masses for people stuck in isolation and he 
visited two churches on Monday.  

“I would like to pray today for pastors who 
need to accompany the people of God during 
this crisis,” the pope said on Twitter.

“May the Lord grant them the strength and the 
ability to choose the best ways to help.”

Enforced isolation and quarantine measures 
were being enforced in Queensland, with fines 
up to $13,000 to those who did not comply.

At time of publication, Masses and sacraments 
were still available, but precautionary measures 
were in place on liturgical practices.

For those in isolation, Masses will still be 
available to watch online via Brisbane archdio-
cese’s website with full instructions on Page 10.

Panic buying has ramped up as supermarkets 
like Coles and Woolworths have introduced item 

limits, special shopping hours for the elderly and 
conditions on delivery orders.

While the supermarkets saw a surge in sales, 
other businesses were struggling to cope with the 
prospect of casual staff at home in isolation or 
customers unwilling or unable to venture out.

Finance Minister Mathias Cormann told Sky 
News people would lose their jobs and business-
es would close as coronavirus wreaked havoc on 
the economy.

He said the government wanted to ensure they 
had support though.

The Reserve Bank of Australia’s cash rate was 
already close to zero and had limited conven-
tional options to accelerate the economy.

ANZAC Day services were cancelled for the 
first time in 100 years and joined a growing list 
of events like music festivals and sports matches 
scrapped under a “social distancing” scheme.

The pilgrimage of the relics of St Therese and 
her parents had been halted too.

“Our priority is always the safety and wellbe-
ing of our supporters and the faithful who intend 
to take part in the pilgrimage,” National Director 
of Catholic Mission  Fr Brian Lucas said. 

“With that in mind and following the advice 
today of the federal government and health 
officials, we have jointly made this difficult 
decision.”

– Joe Higgins

Coronavirus hitting nation hard

Empty shelves: Panic buying has ramped up as supermarkets like Coles and Woolworths have 
introduced item limits, special shopping hours for the elderly and conditions on delivery orders.
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FAITH IN LIFE
  BY SR MELISSA DWYER

Faith the size of a mustard seed
“If you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, nothing will be impossible for you.”
(Matthew 17:20)

UNDENIABLY, we are living in 
a critical moment in the history of 
humanity, with the pandemic of 
coronavirus getting progressively 
worse on an international scale. 

As well as physical illness, fear is crippling 
millions of people across the world. 

As we reach the extent in Australia where 
people fight over toilet paper, I find myself each 
morning waking up to check the news and see 
how far the virus has spread across the world 
during the night. 

In the midst of this global crisis, as we pre-
pare for potentially increased methods of self-
preservation in Australia, we are left to consider, 
what does all of this mean for the poor? 

We can shut our schools, stop sporting events 
and rush out to buy face masks, but none of this 
impacts significantly on the most vulnerable in 
our local communities. 

Those who are marginalised and in need, 
starting with our elderly and homeless, are at the 
greatest risk. 

As some embark on 14 days of self-isolation, 
hundreds of thousands of people live in constant 
self-isolation in our country and struggle with 
the daily plight of loneliness. 

As we see other countries in the world urging 
people to stay in their homes, what about the 
120,000 Australians who have no home to stay 
in? 

As people of faith, the question remains for 
us, how can we be even more conscious of the 
needs of the marginalised as coronavirus cases 
continue to increase? 

How can we continue to be other-centred in 
considering not only our own well-being, but 
striving to find ways to include those whom 
society can tend to overlook? 

There is no easy answer to this situation. Pope 
Francis invites us to “live this difficult moment 

with the strength of the faith, the certainty of 
hope and the ardour of charity”.

 If we are able, now more than ever we are 
called to reach out in concrete ways to those who 
have less than ourselves. 

But perhaps the most significant thing we can 
do is turn to prayer. 

At the very least, we are encouraged to be 
aware not only of ourselves, but of what corona-
virus means for the poor. 

We can bring them to God in our prayer, 
conscious that in this moment we need to be 
not only people equipped with hand sanitiser, 

but also equipped with deep faith that God is in 
control, and that He will find a way to provide 
for His people. 

Let us use this uncertain moment to unite 
together in prayer for those who are most vulner-
able in our country and in our world. 

Let us not allow fear to overwhelm us, but 
rather, let us deepen our trust in God, who re-
minds us that with Him, anything is possible. 

Sr Melissa Dwyer is a religious sister 
of the Canossian Daughters of Charity in 
Brisbane.
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CHARITIES should be included in the Austral-
ian Government’s plan to assist small business 
and protect jobs at risk of a collapse from the 
coronavirus pandemic, Catholic Social Services 
Australia’s chief executive officer said.

Ursula Stephens said the nation needed “con-
crete measures” to support Australia’s economy, 
which was being rocked by the rapid spread of 
COVID-19, and that government support needed 
to be extended to the charity sector.

While praising the Federal Government’s plan 
to give $750 to families and individuals receiv-

ing welfare payments, including pensioners and 
Newstart recipients, Dr Stephens said charities 
also required cashflow to survive an economic 
fallout.

“Giving charities and social services access to 
cashflow support will provide greater certainty 
around their business continuity at a time when 
many regional and rural communities continue to 
be affected by drought and bushfires,” she said.

Dr Stephens’ comments mirrored those of 
Community Council of Australia chief execu-
tive officer David Crosbie, who said charities 

employed more than 1.3 million Australians.
“Charities are often overlooked when it comes 

to stimulus packages and economic incentives, 
despite the fact that they turn over around $150 
billion each year, contribute more than five per 
cent to GDP, and employ 1.3 million Australians, 
particularly in areas where business employment 
options can be limited,” Mr Crosbie said.

“Already many charities are entering the 
starvation cycle – we need to ensure they are 
able to employ the staff they need now and into 
the future.”

When it came to protecting Australia’s econ-
omy, CSSA said it supported the Government’s 
plans but questioned the actions of stock market 
traders who “have a responsibility to think care-
fully about their current actions and the harm 
they are causing to public confidence”.

Dr Stephens said Australia was a resilient na-
tion and would see out the coronavirus the way it 
had survived natural disasters. 

“It is important that we remain calm and 
ensure that our collective actions serve the com-
mon good,” she said.                        – Emilie Ng

Catholic network says government must support 
charity sector in coronavirus pandemic plans 

‘Hopefully what has happened to my mum will be 
a catalyst for change’, grieving daughter says

Family horrified by the 
tragedy of mum’s death

By Marilyn Rodrigues

TWO South Australian women who 
lost their fight to have their mother’s 
feeding tube reinserted displayed 
incredible courage and devotion, the 
priest who has been supporting them 
said.

But Fr Paul Crotty said their battle illustrated 
a deadly risk to disabled elderly people. 

The woman died in February aged 87 five 
weeks after her nasogastric tube fell out.

Her daughters were her legal guardians for a 
number of years before they were replaced with 
a public guardian last year following a dispute 
with the aged-care provider.

They said her strong Catholic beliefs meant 
she would have wanted to be nourished and 
hydrated until she was close to death, and that “it 
wasn’t yet her time”.

But the Office of the Public Advocate refused 
to replace it, saying that medical professionals 
agreed the tube was becoming burdensome on 
the woman who had advanced dementia, breast 
cancer and was non-verbal.

In a letter to the family, the OPA said the tube 
would not be reinstated because the patient was 
in a “pre-terminal phase”.

“Treatments offered should not be those that 
prolong her life which would only result in more 
suffering,” the OPA said.

“Once her nasogastric tube came out it took 
five weeks for our mum to die,” the eldest 
daughter said.

“It was such an inhumane way to die and 
against what she believed in, she wanted to be 
fed and watered to the end.

“She always said where there’s life there’s 
hope, and to sit there day by day and watch 
your mum slowly die a little bit each day is just 
horrific.”

Fr Crotty has known the family for 10 years 
and regularly visited the elderly mother to pro-
vide pastoral care. 

He agrees that the OPA acted with a lack of 
consideration for her often-stated intention and 
her Catholic beliefs.

“(The OPA) had a palliative care assessment 
and a GP’s advice so they acted on that, but 
without consideration of what the lady wished 
and what members of the family intended to do,” 
he said.

“What they wanted was not a matter of un-
necessarily prolonging life, it was a matter of 
sustaining life and giving basic care to someone 
who is sick,” he said. 

“People need to die, but not from a lack of 
food and water. 

“This lady was not in a dying phase.
“She didn’t have extreme pain, her organs 

weren’t shutting down, she wasn’t in a vegeta-

tive state, she was comfortable as she was.
“The two sisters’ ability to stand in the face of 

defeat and still to battle on is really a testament 
to what their mother stood for.”

Three out of the woman’s five children sup-
ported the re-insertion of her feeding tube.

The sisters urged the public advocate to rein-
state their mother’s tube, arguing it would be in 
keeping with her Catholic faith.

But in a decision upheld by the state’s Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal in January the OPA 
declined.

Instead she was given a saline solution 
through an intravenous drip.

Port Pirie Bishop Gregory O’Kelly, wrote to 
the OPA on  January 29 stating the Church’s po-
sition on the withdrawal of hydration or nutrition 
for a patient with disabilities.

“Every dependent person in care has the right 
to hydration and nutrition,” Bishop O’Kelly 
wrote.

“To deny food or drink, no matter how it is 
delivered, to such a person is to deny them ordi-
nary means for sustaining life.

“There is a difference between sustaining 
the dying state and undertaking a deliberate 
withdrawal of treatment in order to bring about 
death.” 

Fr Crotty said the three siblings’ actions indi-
cated the quality of their upbringing, “what their 
mother and father have passed on to them”.

“It’s an incredible story of love and devotion 
and commitment,” he said.

He said it was a “really distressing” prec-
edent that family members present in a loving 
role were excluded from being a voice for their 
mother. 

“How many dementia patients are not going to 
have that support there for them, that voice for 
them to ensure they receive basic care until such 
time as they’re in a terminal phase of a terminal 
illness?” he asked.

University of Notre Dame Professor of 
Bioethics Margaret Somerville said without suf-
ficient facts it was not possible to judge whether 
or not the cessation of artificial feeding via a 
nasogastric tube was an ethically acceptable 
decision. 

“These can be very difficult decisions with 
respect to the right ethical path to take and each 
case must be carefully and individually consid-
ered,” she said.

“What often causes great emotional trauma for 
the patient’s family, as in this case, is the thought 
of starving and dehydrating the patient to death, 
however there is research that shows the hunger 
and thirst mechanisms in our brains shut down 
when we are dying.”

The woman’s daughter, a former nurse and 
aged-care educator, told The Catholic Weekly 
she was left traumatised by the way her mother’s 
life ended and the fact that she and her sister 

could not be her advocates.
“It was pretty gut-wrenching,” she said.
“You would think of how she looked after you 

as a child and protected you, and now she’s in 
that state where she’s vulnerable and needs help 
but you are virtually silenced.

“Even though I knew what her religious 
beliefs were, and Fr Paul tried and the bishop 
supported us, it didn’t work.

“It scares me to think that we all may have our 
religious beliefs and our faith but if we’re not 
being heard when it really matters what hope do 
we have?

“Five weeks is such a long time to go without 
food, but love’s a powerful thing and so is faith 
and I think that gave Mum a lot of strength,” her 
daughter said.

“We slept in her room and we prayed with her 
and had her anointed and tried to make the room 
as serene as we could but it was a horrible death.

“We were told she had no quality of life, but 
how could a doctor who only saw her a couple 
of times judge her quality of life, how is that 
gauged?

“We have an ageing population and we need 
to get this right.

“Hopefully what has happened to my mum 
will be a catalyst for change.”

This story first appeared in The Catholic 
Weekly from Sydney archdiocese.

Pleas for help: 
“It was such 
an inhumane 
way to die and 
against what she 
believed in, she 
wanted to be 
fed and watered 
to the end.”

Inset: Father 
Paul Crotty.
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Fridays during Lent between 12.00 1.30pm
under the veranda of Mercy House our local Vinnies will be hosting fish and chips. 

Your donation will enable Vinnies to help those who have come off second best  in our local community.  

Fish and Chips—$5 

Our family caring for yours
Our team of professionals have a deep Catholic faith. Let us serve you and help comfort your family.  

Massimo has 20 years of experience in caring for families, with his calm, friendly nature and honest reputation. 
Our team of professionals have a deep Catholic faith.  Let us serve you and help you during this significant time.

Legacy Funerals at your service, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week  Ph:  07 3447 0452  |   E:  info@legacyfuneralsbrisbane.com.au

Managing Director,
Massimo Nodari

THE High Court of Australia has 
reserved a decision on whether to 
overturn Cardinal George Pell’s 
convictions for child sexual abuse.

After two days of hearing from both Cardinal 
Pell’s lawyer and the prosecution, the court’s 
full bench of seven judges reserved a decision 
whether Cardinal Pell will be allowed to appeal 
his conviction.

Both legal teams have been given two days 
to provide further written submissions for the 
judges to consider, although a future court date is 
yet to be set.

If granted special leave for an appeal, Cardinal 
Pell’s legal team will argue that the 78-year-old 
should be acquitted of molesting two choirboys 
in 1996 and 1997.

One of the boys gave evidence against Cardi-
nal Pell, while the second died in 2014, without 
disclosing any abuse.

Cardinal Pell is Australia’s most senior 
Catholic and the former financial controller of 
the Vatican.

 He has served one year of a six year jail term 
for child sex abuse. 

He was found guilty of sexually abusing two 
13 year-old choirboys in the priest’s sacristy 
after Sunday Mass when he was the Archbishop 
of Melbourne in 1996. He then assaulted one of 
the boys again a few weeks later. 

Appearing before the High Court, Pell’s 
barrister Bret Walker SC submitted that the 
Cardinal should be acquitted.

He accused the prosecution of changing the 
parameters of the case and attempting to mas-

High Court reserves decision on 
the fate of Cardinal George Pell

ONE of Australia’s longest serving bishops has 
stood aside amid the broadcast of allegations 
against him of historical sex abuse offences. 

A Church message issued on March 
10 by Perth Archbishop Timothy 
Costelloe said Broome Bishop 
Christopher Saunders has vol-
untarily stood aside from the 
ordinary administration of the 
diocese.

The statement said the Holy 
See was “conscious of the par-
ticular situation in the Diocese 
of Broome and concerned for the 
pastoral care of the clergy, religious 
and laity of the diocese”.

Wollongong Emeritus Bishop Peter Ingham 
has been appointed apostolic visitor effective 
immediately, while Monsignor Paul Boyers will 
be responsible for the day-to-day running of the 
diocese.

According to a media report, 70 year-old 
Bishop Saunders has been at the centre of an 
investigation by West Australian police into 

offences against two young men, and denies the 
claim.

He is only the second Bishop of Broome and 
is in charge of one a unique diocese 

– 773,000 square kilometres with 
a Catholic population of about 

10,000 people.
He has always maintained a 

keen interest in indigenous is-
sues, arriving in Broome in 1975 
to work as a deacon, and after 
ordination entering the priest-

hood. 
In 1976 he commenced work at 

La Grange Mission, moving to Lomba-
dina Mission in 1978.

He worked as a priest at Kalumburu Mission 
from 1982-1988.

In 1989 he was appointed to Broome as Ad-
ministrator and retained that position until 1995, 
interrupted only by two years of study to obtain 
a Licentiate in Canon Law at St Paul’s Pontifical 
University in Ottawa, Canada.

– Mark Bowling 

sage the facts to fit a legal narrative.
Victorian Director of Public Prosecutions 

Kerri Judd QC faced a series of questions from 
the full bench about the veracity of the facts that 
led to Cardinal Pell being sent to prison.

She shifted position on key evidence in the 
case – the timeframe that would have allowed 
Cardinal Pell to molest the boys after Mass in 
Melbourne’s St Patrick’s Cathedral.

Throughout the case, the prosecution has 
argued that the offending occurred during five or 
six minutes when Cardinal Pell and the choir-
boys were said to be alone in private prayer in 
the sacristy. 

In a crucial departure from that position, 
prosecutor Ms Judd told the High Court judges 

it could not be stated for certain how long the 
private prayer time lasted.

She said the five to six minutes of private 
prayer time may now have been longer, depend-
ing on what unfolded in the cathedral on the day.

Mr Walker had earlier argued the evidence 
pointed to “compounding improbabilities”, 
including that Cardinal Pell would not have had 
the time or opportunity to molest the boys in 
the sacristy after Mass.

He said it was Cardinal Pell’s custom to greet 
churchgoers on the cathedral steps after Mass 
and he would then be accompanied into the 
sacristy to remove vestments amid a “hive of 
activity”.

Part of the defence’s case hinges on the 

impossibility of Cardinal Pell being able to 
offend because he was never left alone – he was 
accompanied by a priest or a sacristan at all 
times after Mass. 

Mr Walker also argued that just because the 
complainant (the surviving choirboy – now a 
man in his thirties) was believable, there was 
other evidence that should not be discounted.

Mr Walker told the court that during Pell’s 
first appeal in 2019, judges may have been un-
duly influenced by the complainant’s testimony 
by watching a recorded video of it rather than 
just reading the transcript of his evidence.

Cardinal Pell remains in Barwon Prison near 
Geelong outside Melbourne while the High 
Court judges consider his fate.

Broome Bishop stands aside after allegations 

Waiting: The High Court of Australia, below left, has reserved a decision on whether to overturn Cardinal George Pell’s, above, convictions for child 
sexual abuse.                       Main photo: CNS

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:info@legacyfuneralsbrisbane.com.au
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CATHOLIC PSYCHIATRIC PASTORAL CARE

Could this be your Ministry?
Now in its thirty-fourth year Centacare’s Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral 

Care (CPPC) trains pastoral carers to support people with mental illness, 
through their spiritual and therapeutic ministry in hospitals, supported 

accommodation and our day Centre. 

CPPC is seeking Catholics with the ability to relate personally and 
spiritually to those suffering from mental illness.

The volunteer training course (provided cost free) runs each Wednesday  
9:00am – 3.30pm, from 6 May to 27 November 2020. Upon graduating the Pastoral Carers 
give a voluntary commitment of 8 hours per week in either one of the above ministries.

Applications close Friday 17 April 2020.
Written applications can be sent to:

Fr Jim Smith, 58 Morgan Street, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
Telephone: 07 3252 5461    Email: cppc@bne.catholic.net.au    

Website: www.cppc.net.au 

We are called to be disciples of ChristCompassion to the forefront 
with Caritas annual campaign

Projecting 
compas-
sion: 
Caritas 
Australia 
community 
engage-
ment 
manager 
Fr George 
Sigamony 
and Bris-
bane arch-
diocese 
Caritas 
director 
Andrew 
Knife.

FATHER George Sigamony loved talking to 
children about Caritas Australia’s Project Com-
passion each year. 

He fondly remembered a talk he gave to a 
group of school children about the daily strug-
gles of a small girl growing up in Africa.

One of the school children approached him 
after his talk and held out a gold coin.

It had been going towards a treat at tuckshop 
but the child offered it to Fr Sigamony instead, 
and said, “I love her and I want to care for her, 
and if I can collect more money, I’ll send it to 
her”.

“That was a really touching moment … how 
kids feel – they’re really genuine and really 
want to do something,” he said.

Fr Sigamony was Caritas Australia’s com-
munity engagement manager and had served as 
Caritas Sri Lanka national director from 2009 
to 2016. 

He was in Brisbane recently visiting parishes 
and schools to share the message of Project 
Compassion.

He said there were so many children around 
the world suffering.

“Us in Australia are so blessed,” he said.
Fr Sigamony urged Australians to look past 

self-interest and learn to “feel with other peo-
ple and be part of other people’s suffering”.

Brisbane archdiocese Caritas director An-
drew Knife said taking the message to young 
people was especially important.

“Even though they’re young, every bit they 
do, every small amount they do, adds towards 
the whole,” he said.

“It doesn’t matter if they’re Prep kids or 
Year 12, the heart of the message is the same 
– even your small amount makes it possible to 
help these kids all around the world.”

It was Mr Knife’s first Project Compassion, 
having only stepped into his new role last year, 
but he was already impressed.

He said at the two launches he had been 
to – one at St Stephen’s Cathedral and one at 
Iona College – there had been so many “social 
justice-minded young people” eager to make a 
change and inspire their peers.

Mr Knife said the most amazing thing was 
that the students were sharing experiences 
from each other to better bring awareness to 
their friends.

Project Compassion runs for the duration of 
Lent and you can donate or learn more at: lent.
caritas.org.au/                              – Joe Higgins

Finding peace in a pandemic
By Emilie Ng 

BRISBANE priest Fr Michael Grace has lived 
off Coles home deliveries and Domino’s pizza 
for the past week after Italy’s national lockdown 
forced him to return home to Brisbane under self-
isolation.

Fr Grace is in his final semester of a Licentiate of Spiritual 
Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome but his 
studies are on hold after the Italian government placed the country 
in lockdown on March 8 to contain the coronavirus outbreak, which 
had been confirmed in more than 24,000 cases and claimed more 
than 1800 lives.

Europe was confirmed the latest epicentre of coronavirus last 
week, with Italy becoming the second-most affected country after 
China, where COVID-19 originated.

All seven of Rome’s pontifical universities, including where 
Fr Grace studies, suspended large gatherings including academic 
courses and activities following the government’s orders.

Fr Grace said the Venerable English College where he lived in 
Rome advised international students to return home “if possible” 
and continue their studies online.

He arrived in Brisbane on March 11 and, for precautionary 
measures, immediately went into self-quarantine for 14 days 
inside accommodation provided by Brisbane archdiocese.

“The archdiocese provided me a place to stay, essentially on my 
own, and not in danger of anyone,” Fr Grace, who does not have the 
virus, said.

Fr Grace is among potentially thousands of Australians and 
international travellers who are in self-isolation following Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison’s announcement on March 15 that any-
body who entered Australia from overseas, including Australian 
citizens, must by law go into self-isolation for 14 days.

People in self-isolation may not visit public places including 

schools, work, childcare, university or public gatherings, and moni-
tor for symptoms including a fever, cough or shortness of breath.

In Queensland, anyone caught breaking the new law could be 
fined up to $13,000.

Speaking after the first day of self-isolation, Fr Grace said he had 
signed up for Coles home delivery, where “they can just leave the 
(delivery) on the doorstep as it were and I’ll go out and collect it”.

“I’ll just get some food delivered, and I see Domino’s pizza 
have a coronavirus delivery option,” he said.

“I should be able to avoid starvation.
“Obviously I’m very lucky in the sense that being a priest, 

there’s a lot of people around who can support me.
“I think I’m quite happy to be relatively self-sufficient and just 

live with the reality of the quarantine.
“Better to be in your own country than on the other side of the 

world.”
Fr Grace was planning on returning to Rome after the Easter 

break to prepare for exams and submit his final thesis but expect-
ed he might need to “wait and see” before making definite plans.

His major thesis for his licentiate is due in May and he was 
expecting to “get back to work” in Brisbane by July.

Fr Grace said those feeling anxious about the pandemic should 
look to the Scriptures.

“The Gospel passage that springs to mind – ‘Don’t worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today’,” he said. “But our minds tend to run ahead to 
the worst-case scenario, and that is not actually that likely. 

“It’s much better off thinking, what do I need to do today? What’s 
the ramification of this for today.”

With the number of positive COVID-19 cases worldwide top-
pling over 160,000 and causing more than 6400 deaths, Fr Grace 
said he was more concerned for people who had been impacted by 
the pandemic.

“I’m much more thinking of those people who have been af-
fected by this virus, those who are sick,” he said.  

“My own circumstances are fairly trivial by comparison.”

Brisbane priest studying in Rome returns home 
to go straight into strict self-quarantine

In isolation: Fr Michael Grace.

I think I’m quite happy to 
be relatively self-sufficient 

and just live with the 
reality of the quarantine.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:cppc@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.cppc.net.au/
http://caritas.org.au/
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ANTON BROWN FUNERALS
Celebrations of Life arranged 

with trust and sensitivity
at an affordable cost

When Family Matters
100% Queensland Family Owned

All Areas 24 Hours • 1800 689088
www.antonbrownfunerals.com.au

Anton Brown 
FunerAls

Proudly Queensland Owned

3217 3088

EVEN as the government of El 
Salvador announced a nationwide 
quarantine, hundreds flocked to 
a pilgrimage site on March 12 to 
remember a Jesuit priest and his 
companions killed 43 years ago and 
declared martyrs by Pope Francis in 
February.

A Mass for Salvadoran Jesuit Father Rutilio 
Grande at the site where he was martyred along 
with two parishioners March 12, 1977, near his 
hometown of El Paisnal, was cancelled after the 
government prohibited gatherings of more than 
250 as a precaution to prevent coronavirus from 
spreading. 

Instead, the Archdiocese of San Salvador 
asked parishes to celebrate “our martyrs” in their 
respective localities.

The three were murdered en route to a novena 
to celebrate the feast of St Joseph, though the 
main target was Fr Grande, killed because he 
helped the poor.

In his efforts to teach the poor to read using 
the Bible, Father Grande also organised them 
so they could speak against a rich and powerful 
minority – the coffee farmers and landowners, 
who oppressed them.

On March 12, the Salvadoran Catholic TV 
station Television Catolica showed hundreds 
headed to the church where Fr Grande is buried, 
along with elderly parishioner Manuel Solorzano 
and teenager Nelson Rutilio Lemus, who died 
with him.

The Holy See announced on February 22 that 
Pope Francis has recognised their martyrdom. 

Papal recognition of their martyrdom clears 
the way for their beatification, although the Holy 
See has not announced a date or place for the 
ceremony.

Archbishop Jose Luis Escobar Alas of the 
Archdiocese of San Salvador began the day 
celebrating a Mass for the three in a chapel at the 
archdiocese. 

In a statement late March 11, he said that be-
cause of government regulations, groups of 100-
150 at a time would be allowed into the church 
where the three are buried, for those who wanted 
to pay their respects on what some of them have 
long-considered a type of feast day.  

El Salvadorian Catholics mark 43rd 
anniversary of Jesuit’s martyrdom

Remembered: Catholic school students participate in the commemoration of the 1977 murder of Jesuit Father Rutilio Grande in El Paisnal, El Salva-
dor, last year. March 12 marked the 43rd anniversary of when Father Grande was killed while on his way to a novena.      Photo: CNS

WHILE the coronavirus pandemic grip-
ping the world highlights the frailty of 
human life, it is also an opportunity for 
people to unite in solidarity, a Church 
official said.

“For each person, believer or nonbe-
liever, this is a good time to understand 
the value of brotherhood, of being 
linked to one another in an indissoluble 
way,” Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect 
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, said.

It is “a time in which, in the horizon 
of faith, the value of solidarity which 
springs from the love that is sacrificed 
for others, helps us to see the ‘other’ – 
person, people, or nation – not as just as 
an instrument, but as our ‘counterpart,’ 
a ‘helper,’ made to share with us in the 
banquet of life to which all people are 
equally invited by God,” he wrote.

The Italian government has taken 
drastic measures to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, which has infected 

thousands in the country, especially in 
the northern regions of Lombardy and 
Emilia Romagna.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte announced March 11 that all 
businesses, restaurants and bars would 
be closed except for supermarkets, 
pharmacies and essential services.

Cardinal Turkson said in Italy and 
around the world, many were expe-
riencing “days of great concern and 
growing anxiety” at a time when 
“human fragility and vulnerability” 
are particularly clear because of the 
pandemic.

Like any other emergency situation, 
he said, the challenges facing coun-
tries trying to contain the virus also 
“highlight more clearly the serious 
inequalities that characterise our socio-
economic systems.”

“Faced with this range of inequalities, 
the human family is challenged to feel 
and live truly as an interconnected and 

interdependent family,” the Ghanaian 
cardinal said. 

“The prevalence of the coronavirus 
has demonstrated this global signifi-
cance, having initially affected only one 
country and then spread to every part of 
the globe.”

Addressing the lack of liturgical cel-
ebrations, especially during the Lenten 
season, Cardinal Turkson said Catholics 
were called in this time “to an even 
more deeply rooted journey on what 
sustains spiritual life – prayer, fasting 
and charity.”

“If we cannot gather in our assem-
blies to live our faith together as we 
usually do, God offers us the oppor-
tunity to enrich ourselves, to discover 
new paradigms and to rediscover our 
personal relationship with him,” the 
cardinal said.

CNS

For years, the crowds of those making the 
March 12 pilgrimage to El Paisnal have grown. 

The municipality is close to where Fr Grande 
and a group of Jesuits and other lay missionaries 
worked with farmworkers in the 1970s.

Lauding Fr Grande, the archbishop said the 
Jesuit offered his life and gave it freely, defend-
ing the poor because “in them, he found Christ.”

“God has rewarded him because the name of 
his executioners isn’t known. They’re hidden,” 
he said. “Instead, the name of our martyrs is 
exalted, and they have been rewarded ... they are 
taking part in the eternal banquet because God 

is just.” 
He characterised their assassination as a 

“crime against humanity,” but one of thousands 
suffered by many other Salvadorans killed dur-
ing the country’s civil conflict that raged in the 
1980s.  

“Blessed is our homeland that was received 
the blood of our martyrs,” he said, adding that 
only God can make something good out of 
something bad.

In a time in which many live in fear of coro-
navirus, Archbishop Escobar told those gathered 
for Mass to pray for the intercession of the 

martyrs, for their protection because they were 
offered as examples of how Christians should 
live but also to intercede for others in heaven.

“We invoke them knowing they are with us,” 
he said.

El Salvador does not have any confirmed 
cases of the disease COVID-19, but the Salva-
doran government announced late March 11 that 
it would not allow foreign nationals – with the 
exception of diplomats and residents – to enter 
for 21 days as a measure of preventing the virus 
from spreading among its population.

CNS

Pandemic a time of understanding the value of brotherhood, cardinal says

Precautions: A worker sanitises Ponte della Paglia bridge on St Mark’s 
Square as a measure to fight against the coronavirus in Venice, Italy.

Photo: CNS

This is the prayer Pope Francis 
recited by video March 11 for a special 
Mass and act of prayer asking Mary 
to protect Italy and the world during 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of 

the Sick,

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, 
keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus,

who has taken upon himself our suffer-
ings

and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, 

Holy Mother of God. 
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who 

are in trial, but deliver us from every dan-
ger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Amen

Prayer asking Mary to protect the world from coronavirus  

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://bit.ly/AntonBrown
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Emmanuel City Mission shares
‘consistency in the midst of chaos’

By Joe Higgins

IN South Brisbane there is a home 
for the homeless that does not count 
the days of the week.

It didn’t matter what day you rocked up, the 
volunteers at Emmanuel City Mission would 
take care of you.

Emmanuel City Mission director Roby Curtis 
said he saw about 80 homeless and vulnerable 
people per day at the daytime centre now that it 
had opened its doors seven days a week.

He said it might seem sensible by “conven-
tional minds” that it was okay to have a centre 
open only on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, and to shut on Mondays and Fridays.

But there was a glaring problem. 
“What if you wake up not knowing what day 

of the week it is, but you’ve got to get two-and-
a-half kilometres to get that daily sustenance 
and you’re not quite sure what days we’re 
open,” he said.

“We wanted to make sure you knew eve-
ryday at 12pm there’s a feed, every morning 
from 9am, there’s cereal, tea and coffee, (that) 
there’s place for a shower.

“Consistency in the midst of chaos.”
Mr Curtis said opening seven days a week 

brought its share of challenges, but “more 
graces than anything”.

“We believe this is a Christ-centred place 
where people prosper by coming here,” he said.

“They know that the streets don’t collide in 
here, so you don’t bring the street culture and 
street affairs in here, (what) you bring in here 
is yourself as a person and the dignity of your 
human person. 

“You might be a heavily tattooed person, 
you may be a First Nations person, you may be 
someone who’s confused in whoever you are; 
whoever and whatever you are, you’re welcome 
here. 

“There’s no one that’s not welcome here.”
The mission also underwent a brand change, 

which he had thought about for some time. 
Emmanuel City Mission better reflected 

the heart of the mission – Jesus with us – and 
veered away from the “almost protest” that 
Blind Eye Ministries represented.

And with the brand change came acceleration 
towards their primary mission.

He said it was not just to be an excellent, 
state-of-the-art, homeless service provider in 
the community, but to be part of the Church’s 
mission and its evangelisation in a time of 
renewal.

Mr Curtis sourced hope from Pope Francis’ 
apostolic exhortation Joy of the Gospel, where 
he talked about the bruised, dirty and hurting 
Church. 

“That’s something we’re trying to do in this 
room… is trying to capture really intentional, 
deliberate church culture,” he said.

He said the ministry reached out to the 
secular, warehouse, West End feel, but with the 
collision of the “beauty of statues and ceiling 
mounted icons… and the Corpus of the Lord”.

“The Holy Father is calling us to that, bro.
“That’s honestly who we are and what we’re 

in the pursuit of; we’ve got no reason to speak 
Catholic bravado, it’s just who we are, it’s who 
I am, it’s what I’m pursuing personally.”

Vulnerability was being felt by many Aus-
tralians for the first time in a long time, too, 

‘This is a Christ-centred place where people prosper’

Caring hearts: Emmanuel City Mission director Roby Curtis at the South Brisbane homeless centre, with volunteers behind preparing food for the 
midday meal; and (below right), a small wooden shed housing the tabernacle of the centre.                         Photos: Joe Higgins

because of the threat of coronavirus.
“I think we’re all kind of concerned about if 

we’re going to have toilet paper, but guess what 
– what if you’ve never had a toilet before?” Mr 
Curtis said.

“(What if you have) never known that since 
the day you were really born, apart from maybe 
the various stages of institutionalised care or 
whatever it may be. 

“That’s one step further in vulnerability, (in) 
your whole life never knowing some of the 
things that we’re now concerned about in the 
day to day… the resources that make up our 
safe, comfortable lives.”

Coronavirus impacted on support work too.
Mr Curtis said personal hygiene was the 

defining factor with “disinfectant and detergent 
running wild” at the centre.

He said he needed all the help he could get.
“The biggest struggle we’re facing at the mo-

ment is just setbacks within our fundraising,” he 
said.

“We’re chasing support across the coming 
three months.”

The centre offered laundry and shower 
services, as well as free meals and clothing for 
those who needed the help.

Emmanuel City Mission was a ministry of the 
Emmanuel Community and you can offer your 
support behind it by visiting the website: em-
manuelcitymission.com

Make an off ering in your Will
Please prayerfully consider including a gift in your Will (a bequest) to support the 
vital ministries of the Archdiocese of Brisbane. Help secure the future of our Faith.

Contact the Archdiocese of Brisbane today for your bequest information kit.
Anna Herbert, Gift Manager | 07 3324 3211 | giving@bne.catholic.net.au
catholicfoundation.org.au

Cat holic  Fou ndat i on
A R C H D I OC E S E  O F  B R I S B A N E
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Watch Mass  
live

Follow these instructions to watch Masses from St Stephen’s Cathedral.   
The weekday Mass will be streamed live at 12:30PM and the Sunday 10AM Mass will be live streamed

You can also watch archived Masses on the webpage  
archbne.org/bzw  

when there is no Mass being shown live

Turn on your device
Make sure your computer, iPad / tablet or smart phone is connected to the internet.1
Open your internet browser
Google Chrome, Safari, Internet Explorer, Firefox, or whatever you usually use to surf the web.2
Watch Mass live
Click the play button on the video on this page4
Go to our website:
www.brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast3

To stay up to date with news from the Archdiocese follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/archbne
www.brisbanecatholic.org.au

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://archbne.org/bzw
http://www.brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast
http://www.facebook.com/archbne
http://www.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
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The preferred funeral service provider for Catholics

For however you choose to say goodbye

A vision to bring people back to the Church.
In understanding what Christ is to us, what the spirit is to us, we’re able to bring fulfilment to 

a family with dignity and compassion.

www. holycrossfunerals.com
Tel: (07) 3293 0555

Email: info@holycrossfunerals.com

Celebrating

21 YEARS

An outreach of the Catholic Church

SENIOR LIVINGAdvertising 
Feature

HOLY Cross Funerals is a work of 
the Holy Cross Parish Redcliffe City 
which was registered in February, 
1999, and commenced its apostolic 
works in March, 1999. 

Over the years, with the guidance of the parish 
priests, it has developed into a funeral ministry 
work as an outreach of the parish.

Our mission is to provide affordable Christian 
funeral service to all denominations and faiths 
with a genuine level of care that will not be 
diminished or determined by faith, price, race, or 
community regard. 

This is to be known as: “Holy Cross Funerals 
One Level of Care Policy”.

The Church confidently proclaims that God 
has created each person for eternal life. 

At the moment of death, life is changed – not 
ended – as an eternal dwelling is made ready for 
us in Heaven. 

When that time comes to move from this life 
to the next, Holy Cross Funerals will be there to 
serve and comfort.

As a not-for-profit ministry of the Church we 
are an extension of your faith community. 

At death, the focus of Holy Cross Funerals 
is to bring families back to the church with the 
celebration of Funeral Mass. 

As Catholics we are blessed with the promise 
of life everlasting.

The church journeys alongside us through our 
lives. 

Participation in the Funeral Rite offers fami-

A vision to bring people back 
to the Church and their faith

Dedicated staff: Philip Novella is manager and director of Holy Cross Funerals and Melissa Wyton 
is operations manager.

lies the opportunity to give gratitude for their 
loved ones and entrust them into God’s loving 
care. 

Holy Cross Funerals endeavours to build 
relationships with parishes and actively partici-
pates with Church entities as seen in our “Aging 
Wisely” program. 

This program has brought Holy Cross Funer-
als into a closer relationship with Centacare and 
a greater involvement within parishes and their 
communities.

Holy Cross Funerals, under the guidance of 
its priest and management, would welcome 
the opportunity to participate and contribute to 
future planning of parishes and the needs of their 
communities. 

When that time 
comes to move from 
this life to the next, 
Holy Cross Funerals 
will be there to serve 
and comfort.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://holycrossfunerals.com/
mailto:info@holycrossfunerals.com
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Choice and relationships are at the  
core of this.
Because when you can trust the people 
around you, and feel comfortable to be 
yourself, when you can choose what a 
meaningful life looks like, and be supported 
to live it, that’s when you’ll feel at home.
That’s why at St Vincent’s, residents aren’t 
a checklist. We aren’t just providing a 
service...
We are looking after family. 
Family like Mary.

Choosing the next step in life is scary. 
It can be overwhelming when you’re 
about to leave everything familiar 
behind.
Sales people are telling you about how 
great their food is. What wonderful 
hotel services they have. How new and 
shiny their rooms are.
And you’re thinking “these should be  
my basic rights!”
What really matters, is that you feel you 
are still going to live a meaningful life. 

was just as worried as you are.

Find out how St Vincent’s is changing aged care. 
Phone: 1800 778 767

BRISBANE  Bardon  |  Boondall  |  Carseldine  |  Enoggera  |  Kangaroo Point  |  Mitchelton   
GOLD COAST  Arundel  |  Southport  SUNSHINE COAST  Maroochydore  REGIONAL  Toowoomba  |  Gympie

QUEENSLAND  
LOCATIONS

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
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New aged-care facility to help 
support the elderly of Mackay
OZCARE has been proudly sup-
porting the Mackay community 
for more than two decades with a 
range of aged care, disability care, 
respite care, nursing, allied health 
and dementia advisory and support 
services. 

Ozcare’s caring workforce wraps around 
nearly 600 people in Mackay and surrounding 
areas, to help seniors and people living with a 
disability live independently in their own homes 
and participate in their local communities. 

The warmth and dedication of Ozcare’s carers 
can be felt in each smile, each comforting word, 
and each task that is completed with genuine 
care, just as they would for their own families. 
This is what makes Ozcare feel like home.

Demonstrating their commitment to the 
region, Ozcare’s 120-bed aged-care facility near 
completion in West Mackay is incorporating 
state-of-the-art design features as demand for 
residential aged care shifts towards more pri-
vacy, staying connected and specialist dementia 
care. 

Ozcare’s head of aged care Lanna Ramsay 
said the new facility aimed to help alleviate pres-
sure on local services from an estimated increase 
in the prevalence of dementia in the Mackay 
region in the next 11 years.

“New figures show more than 2000 people 
living with dementia in the Mackay

region – this is expected to grow by two-thirds 
over the next 10 years,” she said.

“How people age is different now. Dementia is 
more prevalent now than ever.

“We now design our buildings in a way that 
allows for privacy.

“Ozcare Mackay will offer generous single 
rooms with private ensuites and balconies and 
extra-large enclosed suites. 

“Older people want aged-care facilities to 
have a relaxed, home-like feel – it’s their home.

“It’s no longer a demise to come into residen-

tial aged care – people come in to live life.”
Some of the features designed to help bring 

people out of their rooms, bring life to the facil-
ity and cater for specialist dementia care include:

l Intimate private lounges and dining areas 
for residents to entertain family and friends

l Extensive grounds and gardens with walk-
ing paths and seating 

l A coffee shop open to the public
l A children’s playground, and lawn bowls 

for family, friends and to bring the wider com-
munity into the facility

l Two secure dementia care wings (18 beds 
each)

Ms Ramsay said Ozcare’s focus was on keep-
ing people well and agile and bringing meaning 
and purpose to their lives when they could no 
longer stay at home.

“Our residents are encouraged and supported 
to keep participating in things they like to do, 
both inside and outside of the facility,” she said.

According to latest statistics:
l Deloitte Access Economics statistics show 

the Federal Seat of Dawson has 2204 people 
living with dementia in 2019. This figure is 
expected to increase to 3644 in a decade and to 
6855 in the next 30 years.

l The predicted increase in the prevalence 
of dementia in the Mackay region will have a 
significant impact on services.

l 13.2 per cent of Mackay’s population is 
currently aged 65 or more.

Features:
l 120-bed facility
l Two secure dementia wings (18 beds each)
l Residential respite care for people needing 

short-term care
l In house coffee shop with children’s play-

ground and lawn bowls
l Retirement village to be built next door (co-

located for continuum of care)
l Opens mid-June 2020
Address: 15 Charlotte Street, West Mac-

kay

New facility: Ozcare’s new 120-bed aged-care facility at West Mackay is nearing completion. It is 
due to open in mid-June this year.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://bit.ly/_OzCare
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If you’re over 60 you may 
be eligible for subsidised 

services that will help you live 
well in your own home and 

community, for longer. 
Phone us on 1300 236 822  

centacarebrisbane.net.au

“Growing up I could do anything,  
so I appreciate the opportunity  

to stay active with weekly balance,  
yoga and tai chi classes.”

Dot, 87,   
Centacare client from Mitchelton

Centacare is our Catholic aged care 
service in the Archdiocese of Brisbane.

Feeling strong 
helps me live well 

Later years 
no time to 
take it easy
DOT is 87 years old and lives with dementia. 

But watching her go through the moves in her weekly balance 
class, she does not look a day over 60.

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to be physically active at my 
age,” Dot said. 

“Growing up I could do anything. We lived at Grovely and 
every day I walked miles to get to Mitchelton State School. I 
played tennis every Sunday and also ‘cricko’ – a game like cricket 
that girls played.”

Dot lives independently in her own home in Mitchelton. 
She uses funding through the Commonwealth Home Support 

Program to participate in activities and social outings at Centac-
are’s Community Centre in Enoggera.

 She loves bus trips, art and music, but the weekly balance, yoga 
and tai chi classes are her favourite. 

Dot and her friends at Centacare Enoggera work with Mobile 
Rehab exercise physiologist Jesse Dodd, who provides group 
classes specifically designed for over 65s who want to improve 
their health and wellbeing.

“Some people think that with each passing year they should 
‘take it easy’ and do less,” Mr Dodd said. 

“In reality, exercising regularly as you age is a great way to 
prevent the onset of disease and avoid injuries or lifestyle related 
accidents.”

Centacare opperations manager Kat Davies said her staff work 
closely with Mobile Rehab to ensure clients received holistic care, 
in line with their individual health and wellness goals. 

“Individual goals vary from client to client. We work with cli-
ents that want to manage chronic health conditions such as stroke, 
arthritis, depression or obesity,” Ms Davies said. 

“Some want to build strength, healthy bones and joints to reduce 
falls and the risk of injury. Many of our clients want to simply 

maintain their good health and physical function, which they 
know will help them live happily and independently in their own 
homes and communities for years to come.

“Education is a big part of what we do. Our clients are encour-
aged to incorporate activity into their lives in as many ways as 
possible. 

“In addition to our structured group classes, our community 
hubs also offer more leisurely pursuits that involve physical activ-
ity such as bocce, woodwork, men’s shed, gardening, walking, 

outings and day trips.
“We see the benefits first hand in many of our clients, which is 

just wonderful.”

If you’re over the age of 65 and want to improve your 
health and wellbeing, phone Centacare on 1300 236 822. 
We’ll help you find out what activities are available in your 
local area and step you through the process to access 
government funding.

Par-
ticipation: 
Evidence 
suggests 
that only 
a small 
number 
of people 
aged 
over 65 
– fewer 
than 20 
per cent 
– engage 
in a suf-
ficient 
level of 
physical 
activity. 
Mobile 
Rehab’s 
Jesse 
Dodd 
provides 
weekly 
balance, 
tai chi 
and yoga 
classes at 
Cen-
tacare’s 
Enoggera 
communi-
ty centre. 

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://bit.ly/AusCatholicSuper
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Here to
support you

catholicsuper.com.au

Let retirement be golden age

Live 
within your 
means: 
“You need 
to live 
inside your 
income. 
If you are 
concerned, 
play it safe 
for a while 
so you can 
understand 
where 
hidden 
expenses 
may arise.”

THE Age Pension represents a significant part 
of income for many pensioners in Australia. 
Depending on your superannuation balance and 
assets, the amount you receive will vary.

For those with little or no superannuation assets, living on a full 
or part-pension can be tough.

There are a number of simple things you can do to ensure you 
are making the most of your income.

1. Have a budget
Having a budget is smart. It enables you to know what you are 

spending, how much you have and enable some level of future 
planning.

Start with working out your expenses (include everything from 
small to large costs) while also thinking about what may also hap-
pen throughout your entire retirement.

2. Be confident in your income
You need to live inside your income. If you are concerned, play 

it safe for a while so you can understand where hidden expenses 
may arise.

Either way, you should have a rough idea of how much you will 
have.

A financial planner is a good person to talk to if you are con-
cerned.

We understand that cost may be a concern, but it may still be 
worth looking into.

Your first appointment with our planners is complementary.

3. Make sure you are doing things that 
make you happy

You may not be going to Paris, but that doesn’t mean that you 
can’t take a trip locally.

Make sure you leverage family and friends, or spend more time 
with your church community.

Whatever it is that makes you happy, ensure that it is a big part 
of your life.

4. Give credit a miss

Avoiding credit cards is a smart way to not pay hefty interest 
payments.

Although it may be tempting to use credit to get those things 
you want, you need to be careful.

Interest payments can stack up quickly and really hurt you 
financially.

5. Hold on to what you have
As you get older, it’s tempting to give money to family or 

friends. But, firstly, you need to think about yourself.
Do you have enough to give away? What if something unex-

pected happens? You have worked hard your entire life.
Your retirement is your time! Don’t be afraid to say “no” if you 

need the funds.

6. Speak to your superannuation fund
Keeping in touch with your super fund is a great way to ensure 

you are across changes to the Aged Pension.
It is also a great way to keep up with any other changes to your 

pension, and a way to get any questions or concerns you have 
answered.

Contact us on 1300 658 776. We’re here to help.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://catholicsuper.com.au/
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PH 07 3357 7028
manager@delamoreretirement.com.au

115 Turner Rd Kedron Q 4031
www.delamoreretirement.com.au

To book an inspection or request an information pack 
please contact us. 

SERVICED APARTMENTS
FOR SALE FROM $110,000

DISCOVER OUR COMMUNITY

We acknowledge those who have served Australia in 
peace and in war, and we thank them for their sacri�ceDISCOVER OUR COMMUNITY

OPEN DAY 2020
Sunday 5 April - 10am - 12pm | 115 Turner Rd, Kedron Qld 4031

www.delamoreretirement.com.au
manager@delamoreretirement.com.au |  Telephone: 07 3357 7028

Delamore is nestled in the leafy suburb of Kedron 
just 10 kms from the CBD.  Major shopping 
centres are located nearby. Prince Charles and  
St Vincent’s hospital are on the local bus route.
 Kedron’s Little Flower Church is opposite.

You’ll love this boutique retirement community. Delamore 
offers a 24-hour emergency call system. Little flower church 
is 200 mtrs from accommodation. 

In a peaceful and beautiful environment residents 
consider Delamore home.

For more information email manager@delamoreretirement.com.au
See more at www.delamoreretirement.com.au
115 Turner Rd, Kedron, QLD 4031    Telephone: 07 3357 7028

TWO BEDROOM UNITS AND SERVICED 
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE

Kedron gem: The Missionary Franciscan Sisters have owned Delamore House, in Kedron, since 1935. It is now the peaceful hub 
of a retirement community.

Delamore still a special hub
THE first three Missionary Franciscan Sisters
arrived in Kedron in 1930.

They were Irish women who came from Rome, Boston and 
Savannah in the United States.

The Little Flower Parish at Kedron, in Brisbane’s north, had 
been placed in the care of the Franciscan Friars the previous year, 
and the mission of the sisters was the establishment of the primary 
school in the parish.

At that time Kedron lay on the outskirts of Brisbane.
The tram from the city stopped near the Kedron Park Hotel, and 

the racetrack opposite the hotel was a popular attraction.
Kedron was home to a number of tanneries and sawmills.
It was not a wealthy area as the Depression was affecting all 

aspects of life and nearly a half of local residents were unem-
ployed. 

The sisters arrived in Kedron in mid-January and managed to 
open the school to the first hundred students two weeks later.

Their memoirs remark on the generosity of families who had 
little themselves but always sent some food to be shared with the 
children who had less. 

Some years later the sisters established Mount Alvernia College 
nearby. 

In 1935 the sisters bought the beautiful old Delamore House 
which then became their headquarters, residence and formation 
house.  

Delamore was the powerhouse of the sisters’ mission and the 
sisters went out to establish schools in many places.

Many sisters went out on mission to faraway places like Papua 
New Guinea, Bolivia, China, Chad, Egypt and Thailand.

By the mid-1980s the number of sisters had fallen and Delam-
ore House was too big for the sisters’ needs.

They began to seek out other uses for the beautiful historic 
house and its surrounding land.

At that time, Brisbane archdiocese suggested that aged care was 
an area of great growth and significant need. 

In 1990 the first stage of Delamore Retirement Community 
was formally blessed and opened.

Delamore was built in three stages and has 46 independent-

living units and 18 supported-living apartments.
Adjoining the retirement community are areas where the sisters’ 

leadership offices, chapel and residential wings are situated.
Sisters still come and go from across the world.
The sisters’ vision for Delamore is for a peaceful, purpose-built 

retirement community where older residents could enjoy secure 
independent living with the benefits of living in a supportive com-
munity.

Recently the sisters and the residents gathered to celebrate the 
90 years of the sisters’ presence in Kedron.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://www.delamoreretirement.com.au/
mailto:manager@delamoreretirement.com.au
mailto:manager@delamoreretirement.com.au
http://www.delamoreretirement.com.au/
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The retirement units are specifically designed for 
easy living to maintain your independence with 
additional services available when required. 

There are 82 independent living units comprising 
of 1, 2  and 3 bedrooms and a 98-bed aged 
care facility on-site. It is situated in the suburb 
of Boronia Heights, just south of Brisbane in 
Queensland.

St Paul de Chartres Residential Aged 
Care and Retirement Units are owned 
and operated by the Sisters of   
St Paul de Chartres Australia, a Roman 
Catholic religious order. 

First class living is one of the many attractions 
at St Paul de Chartres Residential Age Care and 
Retirement Units. The unique architectural design of 
our facility is set amongst the peaceful surroundings 
of beautiful gardens, walkways with a backdrop of 
tranquil bushland.

Refurbishment of our pre-loved retirement units has 
given them a fresh modern makeover including new 
bathroom, kitchen and quality fittings throughout. 

For additional information contact: 
Retirement Unit Manager 

Ph: 07 3809 6323 or 07 3800 7188 
Email: admin@spcagedcare.org.au

www.spcagedcare.org.au

ST PAUL DE CHARTRES
RETIREMENT UNITS

RETIREMENT UNITS  
NOW AVAILABLE

12 Fedrick Street, Boronia Heights, QLD 4124

SENIOR LIVINGAdvertising 
Feature

LIVING at St Paul de Chartres Re-
tirement Units is so convenient with 
onsite facilities including a chapel 
and Mass celebrated daily, commu-
nity centre, hairdressing salon, visit-
ing doctors, shopping bus, overnight 
security and more.

Residents living at St Paul de Chartres feel 
fortunate to have found a lifestyle that is free 
of the stress of maintaining large homes and 
gardens, opportunity to participate in a number 
of social activities, access to care services within 
your home if required, peace of mind of a 24-
hour nurse call system installed in each unit and 
a 98 bed aged care facility on site.

The 82 well-appointed retirement units have 
been uniquely designed with safety and security 
in mind.

Some retirement units at St Paul de Chartres 
have had a make-over and are looking great with 
brand new kitchens, bathrooms, and easy-to-
maintain flooring.

These are just a few of the delights to see 

when you enter our pre-loved one and two- bed-
room units.

Adding an extra toilet into some of our refur-
bished units has been another plus that we are 
now able to offer. 

Tasteful and modern fixtures throughout the 
homes has made an affordable option for retirees 
wanting to downsize whilst still living in a 
peaceful retirement community surrounded by 
beautiful gardens, walkways and a backdrop of 
natural bushland.  

The complex also offers newer style two and 
three-bedroom units with ensuite and separate 
bathrooms and large living areas with alfresco 
patio and remote control garages leading into the 
home.    

Our full disclosure documents are available 
upon request and we welcome inspections of 
available one, two and three-bedroom units – 
“come and discover what living at St Paul de 
Chartres is all about”.

For further information about St Paul de Char-
tres Retirement Living or to arrange an inspec-
tion of the available units contact the retirement 
units manager Libby Calaby on (07) 3809 6323 
or email lcalaby@spcagedcare.org.au  

Residents have the 
offer of daily Mass 

Beautiful setting: St Paul de Chartres Retirement Units are set in a peaceful community surround-
ed by beautiful gardens, walkways and a backdrop of natural bushland.  

Modern options: “Some retirement units at St Paul de Chartres have had a make-over and are 
looking great with brand new kitchens, bathrooms and easy-to-maintain flooring.” 

mailto:lcalaby@spcagedcare.org.au
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:admin@spcagedcare.org.au
http://www.spcagedcare.org.au/
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Call 07 3153 6000

Stage 3 Now Open!
388 Cavendish Road, (entrance via 24 Park Street) Coorparoo, QLD 4151
info@coorparooagedcare.com.au | www.coorparooagedcare.com.au

Discover the Coorparoo difference!

Stage three of the beautiful home has now been released.  Coorparoo Aged Care is one 
of Brisbane’s newest aged care homes where our philosophy is to care for our residents 
as if they are part of our own family.  
Our specialised team of Nurses and Carers provide high care respite services, permanent 
and palliative care.  At Coorparoo Aged Care, we understand the challenges of no 
longer being fully independent.  

Our priority is your family 

SENIOR LIVINGAdvertising 
Feature

Family and care go hand in hand
COORPAROO Aged Care is one of Bris-
bane’s newest aged-care homes where 
our philosophy is to care for our residents 
as if they are part of our own family. 

Our home belongs to our residents, as they are the 
heart of our purpose.

Located only 7km from Brisbane CBD, Coorparoo 
Aged Care provides compassion, care and support to all 
residents, ensuring the best quality of life. 

We have created a safe and nurturing environment 
where all residents, staff and family can feel like part of 
a community.

Opened in July 2019, the beautiful home has ameni-
ties that allow for all our residents to live in comfort 
and style with everything located right at your door-
step. 

Featuring a range of fun and exciting leisure and life-
style activities, hairdressing salon and private dining, to 
just name a few, Coorparoo Aged Care understands the 
challenges of no longer being fully independent.

The rooftop coffee hub offers a place of sanctuary 
for residents and their family.

Boasting magnificent views of the city and greenery 
of surrounding suburbs, you’ll feel right at home. 

There are living and dining areas spread across all 
five levels, providing easy accessibility and dedicated 
care. 

Stage three of the home has now been released, of-
fering 20 short-term high respite care positions.

As a short-term respite resident, you will be well 
cared for by our team of highly qualified registered 
nurses and carers, who are available seven days a week.

We also provide permanent accommodation and 
palliative care.

Come along and discover the Coorparoo difference.
Call (07) 3153 6000 to book a tour.

New option: Coorparoo Aged Care is one of Brisbane’s newest options in aged care, having been opened only last July. It provides “com-
passion, care and support to all residents”.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:info@coorparooagedcare.com.au
http://www.coorparooagedcare.com.au/
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If the time is right for you to remember a charity in your Will, please 
remember the vital works of the Catholic Church. Did you know that leaving 
as little as one percent of your estate in your Will is an act of kindness that 
will safeguard the future of our faith for generations to come?

A gift in your Will ensures the 
future of our Catholic faith

For more information contact  
Anna Herbert, Donor Relations Manager  
07 3324 3200 or  
email herberta@bne.catholic.net.au

Your Parish        The Priests Foundation        Holy Spirit Seminary

Centacare             Mary MacKillop Bursary Fund

Your gift can support:

“An authentic faith always involves a deep 
desire to leave this earth a better place than 

we found it.” Pope Francis

SENIOR LIVINGAdvertising 
Feature

James led 
the Way

BURLEIGH Heads Parish, guided 
by pastor Fr Morgan Batt, is one of 
the busiest parishes in South East 
Queensland. 

In total, the parish embraces six Mass centres 
from Springbrook to Miami and provides 
Communion to more than 3000 people each 
weekend.

However, it was the modest Our Lady Of The 
Way Church on Eleventh Avenue, Palm Beach, 
which was the firm favourite of the late James 
and Annie O’Brien. 

Formerly from Dalby, James became a well-
known and respected face around the Palm 
Beach area with many parishioners helping him 
celebrate his 100th birthday in 2017.

Little did they know that James had quietly 
gone about securing the future of his beloved 
church by leaving a gift in his Will to the 
Burleigh Head Parish. 

He dedicated this towards the much-needed 
renovation of the 56-year-old Our Lady Of The 
Way Church. 

“This little church is a parishioner-built family 
church and the last of the old beach churches of 
Australia,” Fr Batt said.

“It is about 200 meters from the beach and we 
look forward to a new roof, carpark and aged-
care units.”

The renovations can begin later this year due 
to James’ kind and far-sighted bequest.

Hopefully, his generosity will inspire others 

to think about their future with optimism and 
follow his example by including a gift of any 
size in their Will for an area of the Church most 
meaningful to them.

ASK YOUR QUESTIONS
An opportunity is coming up in April to ask 

all the tricky questions about Wills and Estates, 
nominating a Power of Attorney, burials, crema-
tions and preparing a requiem Mass. 

There will be several guest speakers at the free 
“Futures-End Of Life Seminar” on Friday,  April 
3, from 10.30am-12.30pm. 

This will be held at the Mary, Mother of 
Mercy community hall at 3 Sunlight Drive, 
Burleigh Waters. 

Parking and morning tea will be provided.  
If you are interested and want to register, con-

tact the parish office by phone on 07 5576 6466 
or email burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

 “People don’t often like to acknowledge that 
their future has an end point, but it is important 
to possess all the information you need to plan 
for it,” Fr Batt said.

“Having everything sorted beforehand can 
actually be cathartic and bring a sense of calm.”

Generous bequest: The late James O’Brien 
of Palm Beach left a bequest to securing the 
future of his beloved church.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:herberta@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
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Enhancing lives: Mercy Community takes a holistic, person-centred approach to care and is committed to supporting quality of life and wellbeing.

Live your life, your way.
Mercy Community supports you to live a 

healthy, safe and full life in the comfort of 
your own home.

We offer flexible home care services to meet your 
unique needs including domestic, personal, social, 

health, wellness and nursing support. 

Contact us on 1300 113 223 or visit 
www.mercycommunity.org.au/aged-care-services

Care that 
adapts to you 
and your needs
With Mercy Community, it’s easy 
to find the right support at the 
right time. Our services span the 
continuum of aged care, from home 
care support through to respite, and 
permanent residential aged care. 

We’re here for you every step of the 
way, providing flexible and tailored 
care for you now and into the 
future. 

As a Catholic organisation, Mercy 
Community takes a holistic, person-
centred approach to care and 
is committed to enhancing the 
quality of life and wellbeing of 
all who access our services. We 
understand that everyone is at 
different stages of their journey and 
that each person has unique health 
requirements, lifestyle ideals and 

personal beliefs. 

For some, remaining healthy and 
independent in their own home is 
of primary importance. For others, 
it is having the security of access to 
around-the-clock care and support. 
Whatever your story, we provide 
tailored support services so you can 
live the lifestyle you desire and that 
makes you feel at home including: 

Residential Aged Care: Our 
conveniently located residence at 
Nudgee on Brisbane’s northside 
includes four individual aged 
care communities spread over 
hectares of beautifully landscaped 
gardens. Residents have access to 
a full range of services including: 
prepared meals; social outings and 
activities; pastoral care; alternative 
therapies; hairdressing, and support 
from medical and allied health 
professionals. 

Home Care: Together with you, your 
family and extended care network, 
we’ll create a tailored package that 
meets your needs, enhances your 

life and enables you to keep doing 
the things you love. Services we can 
provide to suit you include but are 
not limited to nursing and clinical 
care, domestic support, personal 
assistance, social and transport 
assistance, and equipment, aids and 
home modifications. 

Respite care: Our respite services 
offer you the support you need to 
maintain the utmost level of care for 
yourself and your loved one. Respite 
care offers you a temporary break 
from routine caregiving duties, with 
peace of mind that your loved one 
is receiving quality care in a homely 
environment.

 
For more information phone          
07 3260 9555 or visit  
www.mercycommunity.org.au/
aged-care-services

“We’re here for you 
every step of the 
way”

Catholic Leader Full Page Advert.indd   1 13/03/2020   2:52:01 PM
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IN today’s turbulent and complex 
investment environment, getting the 
right financial planning advice is 
vital to achieve your goals. 

Retirewell Financial Planning, a boutique 
financial planning practice in Brisbane CBD, 
is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.

One of the principals of the firm, Alan 
Baker, who started his career as a financial 
journalist, has been a financial planner now 
for 35 years. 

He is the author of the book Investing Your 
Super: Tops, Traps and Tax Advantages, and 
is listed as one of the top 10 financial planners 
in Brisbane at www.top10financialpanner.
com.au  and one of top five financial planners 
in Brisbane by Growth Financial.

News21SENIOR LIVINGAdvertising 
Feature

Getting the right advice 
is the key to your success

“Whether you are looking to provide finan-
cial security for your family, or to ensure you 
have the retirement you have dreamed of and 
worked for, quality financial planning that is 
tailored specifically to your individual needs 
will help you achieve 
your goals in a way 
that is aligned to your 
values,” Mr Baker 
said.

Regarding the cur-
rent volatility in share 
prices, he said this was 
like a boy walking up 
a hill playing with a 
yo-yo, with the yo-yo 
representing short-
term movements in the 
stock market, which 
is what the media fo-
cuses on, ignoring the 
fact that the boy is actu-
ally making upward progress, that represents 
positive returns over the long term.

Mr Baker believes in the saying “a picture 
tells a thousand words”, so he uses draw-
ings by a friend of his, Carl Richards, The 
Sketch Guy, who writes a financial column in 
The New York Times, to illustrate important 
points to his clients, such as the ones below.

Mr Baker said comprehensive financial 
planning, which may include cash flow 
management, debt reduction strategies, educa-

tion funding, tax minimisation, asset alloca-
tion, retirement planning, Centrelink benefit 
maximisation, superannuation, investment 
and insurance advice, and estate planning, de-
pending on individual needs, was a long-term 

process designed 
to help clients to 
manage their as-
sets, protect their 
wealth and build a 
legacy, all in line 
with their values.

“Ideally, people 
should obtain the 
right financial 
advice as early as 
possible, because 
of the significant 
advantage of com-
pounding returns 
over the long term, 

but pre-retirees and retirees also can greatly 
benefit from a review of their financial situ-
ation and portfolio to ensure they are on the 
right track,” he said.

Mr Baker said the first appointment at Re-
tirewell was obligation and cost free, so that 
new clients could make an informed decision 
on whether to engage the firm’s services.

In his spare time, Mr Baker teaches mar-
riage and parenting courses with his wife for 
their church. 

He has served as a leader in the pro-life 

movement for most of the last 40 years, as a 
committee member and then vice-president of 
Cherish Life Queensland (previously known 
as Right to Life Queensland). 

He also has served as a member of the state 
committee of the Australian Family Associa-
tion for more than 25 years.  

Experience: Alan Baker.
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sccqld.com.au

SENIOR LIVINGAdvertising 
Feature

COMMUNITY, nature and urban 
connectivity – you can enjoy it all. 

Bordering the Karawatha Forest at Drewvale 
in Brisbane’s south, is Stretton Gardens Retire-
ment Estate by Southern Cross Care Qld. 

This beautiful village offers peaceful and pic-
turesque living at its best along with easy access 
to the Brisbane CBD and the Gold Coast through 
major motorways. 

The final stage of development at Stretton 
Gardens Retirement Estate was completed on 
February 7, 2020. 

Featuring two-bedroom and two-bedroom plus 
study homes, new residents have already started 
moving in and are overwhelmingly positive 
about their move to Stretton Gardens. 

With 18 homes in Stage 4 and sixteen homes 
in Stage 5, prices start from $495,000 and are 
proving to be very popular.

The completion of the final stages was 

celebrated with an event on Thursday, March 5, 
where refreshments and live music accompanied 
the official opening. 

Priest in residence at Stretton Gardens, Fr Paul 
Chanh, opened the proceedings with a Prayer of 
Blessing. 

Around 130 guests attended the event to hear 
from Southern Cross Care Qld chairman Don 
Neander OAM, chief executive officer Jason 
Eldering, and councillor Angela Owen. 

Village Manager Cameron McAlpine said the 
opening event was a great opportunity for any-
one to appreciate the low-maintenance lifestyle 
and friendly community for themselves. 

“We had two units open for display, and eve-
ryone attending the event was invited to come 
through and view the units,” he said.

Mr Eldering said that while it was a big deci-
sion to make the move to a retirement living 
community, the friendly sense of community 
from the residents was a big drawcard and only 

Integration an outstanding 
feature of Stretton Gardens

added to the on-site amenities, which include 
a heated pool, spa, gym, library, and function 
room. 

The $15 million development over two stages 
complements the existing residential care facility 
at Stretton Gardens, allowing couples with dif-

ferent care needs to live close by.
“The integration of retirement living, com-

munity care and residential aged care is an 
outstanding feature of our Stretton location and 
makes planning into the future so much easier,” 
Mr Eldering said.

New era: Southern 
Cross Care Qld chief 
executive officer Jason 
Eldering speaking at an 
event Stretton Gardens 
Retirement Estate.

Integrated living: Residents and supporters at Stretton Gardens Retirement Estate grand opening. 
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Relationships + religion

Francine and Byron Pirola are the co-
authors of the SmartLoving series. Visit 
www.smartloving.org for information.

BY FRANCINE AND BYRON 
PIROLA

Breaking up is hard to do 

Highs and lows: “There are so many factors to consider including the pastoral care of those involved in these painful circumstances, 
to strategic measures to strengthen marriages, prevent breakdown, and empower couples to be leaders in their faith communities..”

WE all worry about the state of marriage today. 
When marriages breakdown and families are fractured, it’s 

devastating for those directly involved, and heartbreaking for those 
who love them. 

The social impact of divorce ripples through our society and the 
cumulative impact is substantial – in half a century, we have trans-
formed from a culture where life-long marriage was the norm to one 
of predominant serial monogamy.  

How do we respond to this situation?
 There are so many factors to consider including the pastoral care 

of those involved in these painful circumstances, to strategic meas-
ures to strengthen marriages, prevent breakdown, and empower 
couples to be leaders in their faith communities.

The longing of the heart
The human heart yearns to love and to be loved. 
This longing for total, mutual self-donation is embedded in our 

human nature and ultimately leads us to The Great Lover – the God 
who created us for intimate relationship with him. 

That’s one of the reasons why the Church recognises marriage as 
a Sacrament – the kind of love that a husband and wife share, is the 
same kind of love that Jesus has for us – freely given, permanent, 
total, faithful and fruitful.

Despite our earnest beginnings, every couple will flounder to 
some degree in our marriage. 

As imperfect people, our capacity to understand and accept each 
other is limited and thus our experience of the permanent, intimate 
communion for which we long, is flawed. 

For some couples, the weight of their challenges overwhelms 
them, and, lacking the support and resources needed to sustain their 
relationship, their marriage breaks down permanently. 

It is always painful and traumatic for the couple, their children if 
they have any, and their family and friends. 

It also impacts the wider community eroding our confidence 
in the reliability of love – If human love is so fickle, can we trust 
God’s love?

The vocation crisis
Strong marriages are therefore vitally important for the procla-

mation of the Gospel. For without a solid witness of married love, 
God’s love is more difficult to believe and experience.

We’ve often said that the vocation crisis in the Church began in 
the 60s with marriage. 

Everyone worries about the declining number of priests and 
religious, but we forget that these vocations are born and nurtured in 
families. 

When the faith of the couple is underdeveloped, they are unable 
to fully embrace and live their vocational call to be prophetic lead-
ers in their families and in the Church. 

They are thus less able to nurture the faith in their children or to 
guide them in discerning a priestly or religious vocation should one 
of them have it.

Catholic weddings
Many couples marry at a church rather than in ‘The Church’. 
The church is really just a venue for the ceremony rather than a 

critical part of their commitment made in faith – they don’t really 
embrace their vocational call to live a Catholic married life.

They seek a Catholic wedding for reasons that are not ideal – for 
example, to appease parents, to fulfil to a childhood dream of a 
church wedding, to secure a place for their children in a Catholic 
school, or simply due to force of habit. 

A recent Vatican commission explored the issue from an unex-

pected perspective: what is the appropriate response to baptised 
non-believers presenting for Catholic marriage? 

And how does it impact the validity of their marriage should the 
couple later be in a situation seeking an annulment?

Some couples who marry in the Catholic church do not really 
understand or embrace Catholic marriage. 

This is most evident around issues of contraception and raising 
children in the Catholic faith. 

Increasingly, couples may also be ambivalent about the expecta-
tion of sexual exclusivity and permanency. 

Should these couples be discouraged from or denied a Catholic 
wedding? 

There are no simple answers but what is apparent, is that forma-
tion for the couple, before and after the wedding, can only be a 
positive. 

A marriage catechumenate
Pope Francis has repeatedly called for a ‘marriage catechume-

nate’ – a framework of formation that begins with children and 
continues throughout married life into the mature years. 

In our work with engaged couples, we are well aware of the limits 
of effective formation during the busy engagement period. In fact, 
the formation needs to start much earlier, when the couple is dating, 
or even among single adults before they form romantic attachments. 

And it needs to continue after wedding when the challenges of 
living Catholic marriage sharpen. This is a prime opportunity for 
we as a community of believers to provide accompaniment for each 
other as we strive to grow in faith and marital intimacy.

This is certainly of high priority for us at SmartLoving. We 
are working with digital technology and online learning to create 
resources that will enable parishes and local communities to provide 

quality input. It’s a model we have dubbed: centrally enabled – lo-
cally delivered.

And in an age of coronavirus with restricted travel and avoidance 
of large gatherings, online learning and neighbourhood communi-
ties will become even more important. Despite the challenges, we 
are optimistic about the possibilities for reclaiming the primacy of 
marriage as a life-long commitment.

Reversing the decline
The number of Catholic weddings has been in decline for the past 

25 years. 
Some people think we need to make it “easier” to marry in the 

Church, but we’re not so sure. 
Incentivising couples to marry at a church by making the prepara-

tion less demanding, reducing the theological and spiritual content 
or relaxing our expectations of couples may increase the number of 
Catholic weddings, but it won’t increase the number of couples who 
sincerely embrace their vocational call. 

Nor will it make their marriage more robust. A marriage catechu-
menate, on the other hand, can make real inroads in nourishing the 
faith of couples and in reducing the number of marriages that fail.

Breaking up is hard on everyone. 
Let’s see if we can make it rarer.

SmartLoving Engaged
Give yourself the best start to your marriage 

Quality Presentation

Fully online learning 

Flexible and affordable

Extra resources including wedding planner

Sign up NOW!
www.SmartLoving.org/Engaged

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
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Family + faith

FAMILY FAITH

WE are living in unprecedented times. 
As I write today, My Dearly Beloved has gone to work but will 

return for lunch, in his normal way. 
I will cook for him, as I do when I can and am home. It’s his 

“normal”.
Miss 18, who completed high school last year, is rehearsing a 

musical presentation within a lunchtime group of local others and 
the dalliance will be followed by a visit to the gym. 

Her new “normal” routine is a mix of work, study and play, 
supported by local therapies for emotional and physical wellness. 

Miss 18’s non-neurotypical self is coping well with the change 
in routines, from the regularity of school to freer times post, 
although it’s a constant dialogue of positive reinforcement, trial 
and error. 

Her sister, Miss 16 was at the doctor yesterday, far from her 
normal.

Last week was a series of highly-stress filled days and nights 
before exams and assessments, reasonably normal and expected. 

She’d also done a public speaking competition and within days 
of weather changes from thinking it’s summer to suddenly winter, 
came out worse for wear. 

The weekend resulted in her coughing and spluttering within 
isolation and at a healthy distance from us all. 

This reality meant Miss 16 couldn’t cantor the psalm at Sat-
urday’s Vigil, nor see any friends, certain teenage angst for the 
latter particularly. 

We’d also had an overseas visitor last week although she’d 
been in Australia for six weeks and was well, and that meant 
many “not-so-normal” outings and plans. 

Yesterday doctor’s visit alleviated any serious concerns but 
Miss 16 remains in isolation, on the up and up, hopefully back 
to her normal soon, yes even looking forward to and asking for 
assessments. 

Master Six-and-a-Half was quite uninspired about going to 
school today and we erred on the side of caution because of a 
persistent runny nose and evident sore throat, following many of 
the school’s suggestions to do exactly this.

He’s been asking for his new “normal” to be home schooling, 
having tested these waters on the Christmas holidays when I was 
ready and willing to be more productive with time, post festivi-
ties. 

I heard on the news just now that President Donald Trump has 
encouraged American parents to consider this form of education. 

It may come to that here too and we know families who have 
for some time or are considering it. 

Personally I’ve found home schooling rewarding for all three 
of our offspring, for varying reasons and at different stages of 
their education. 

It was rewarding because God was the ultimate teacher through 
these times. 

And God continues to teach and guide us through unprecedent-
ed scenes and stages, as we accept or lament our new definitions 
of normal. 

Our situation and struggles differ from yours, and every indi-
vidual, couple or family on the planet, but we are united in the 
need to live our best lives. 

So what can we do to help ourselves, those we cherish and oth-
ers at a distance? 

I was pondering these very questions in Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Sunday and here’s what I came up with.

Our prayer lives are more important than ever. If and where we 
can, listen to the rosary or any other form of prayerful accom-
paniment at home especially. This will hopefully lift anyone’s 
mood, as it does mine, no matter the circumstances, and point to 

  BY SELINA 
VENIER

the Divine in all things. 
Read the scriptures daily, making it routine and a new normal 

if this isn’t regular. 
Talk about their relevance, especially with young people and 

children, even those you call or Facetime or email. Don’t be 
limited by the people in the room. 

Investigate and discuss the saint of the day. 
These true stories reach beyond the pages and images found 

and come alive. 
Young people can enter into artistic representation to enhance 

understanding, too. 
Best not tell you about the paint and canvases in Miss 16’s 

space.
Enjoy the sunshine. Vitamin D and fresh air, where you can 

enjoy it and as is practical and reasonable without overdoing it, 
will benefit beyond the body to the mind, soul and spirit. 

Plant or weed something.
Where we live, not everything flourishes through the winter but 

there’s nothing better than enjoying the sunshine and tilling the 
soil at the same time, enjoying the fruits of the eventual harvest 
of vegetables or fruit. I even half enjoyed weeding for two hours 
recently, as back breaking as it was, simply deciding that it was 
my Lenten penance. 

If you’re wondering how someone is, do this strange thing 
called actually contacting them. 

God teaches and guides through unprecedented scenes 

BY SELINA VENIER

Selina Venier is a 
journalist, author 
and teacher but, 
first of all, a wife 
and mother-of-
three

FAMILY FAITH

Stay informed with the 
important issues that affect you, 

your family and your faith

Keeping Faith with You

Subscribe: www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe | phone: 07 3324 3555

I’ve been praying for my elderly grandmothers daily and 
while they’d start to think things are abnormal if I contacted 
them more often than not, I do it anyway because I know their 
isolation is beyond the physical. 

I could keep going, and perhaps will, next column, but space 
and time are limited. 

Sometimes I ask God for “five more minutes” or more, in 
any given moment, oftentimes “just another day” to finish a 
task or improve a project, a situation, an endless number of 
things. 

We never have enough time so make the most of the present. 

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

I Can Spell Belonging

25
copies 

for 
$100

a book about the Church for 
young people

By Selina Venier

AVAILABLE NOW! 

Order today by calling Selina on 0409 735 462

Practical approach: “Enjoy the sunshine. Vitamin D and fresh air, where you can enjoy it and as is practical and reasonable 
without overdoing it, will benefit beyond the body to the mind, soul and spirit.” 

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
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Your Daily Bread25

NEXT Sunday, the 5th Sunday of Lent, has 
the great story of the raising to life of the 
dead Lazarus.

Like the earlier two stories, read in the 
two previous weeks, The Woman at the 
Well and The Man Blind from Birth, this 
third story of the Raising to Life of the 
Dead Lazarus is found only in the Fourth 
Gospel.

This should point our attention away 
from what may or may not have hap-
pened historically to the deeper truth of 
what the story symbolised, both for its 
author and for its first readers.

Both its author and its first intended 
readers, living in the 90s towards the 
end of the 1st Century, were persons of 
Christian faith, people who had begun to 
believe in two wonderful things.

They believed in the truth for our hu-
man salvation that Jesus had become the 
Risen Christ.

What does it mean to believe that Jesus 
has become a power mediating to believe 
God’s love throughout the world?

It means to believe with all other Chris-
tians, not rationally prove or observe by 
our senses, the mystery of what God has 
worked in Jesus after his death.

Inseparable from this, we also believe, 
not because we have to or because 
we are told by others, but because we 
have begun through our openness and 
responsiveness to the deeper levels of 
life around us and in us, to experience the 
same power of God’s love working in the 
hearts of believers.

Love for Christians is much than an 
emotion, precious as this is. 

Love is God’s power, the Holy Spirit, by 
which God creates the world.

Love is the power, the Holy Spirit, by 
whom God raises Jesus from death.

Love is the power, the Holy Spirit, the 
love Jesus already mediates to us, shares 
with us, interiorly now in this life, and will 
complete in a bodily way in our dying.

These two great truths we believe 
as Christians: God has raised Jesus to 
become the Risen (Cosmic) Christ; and 
this raising power of God’s love is already 
interiorly felt in believers, those who risk 
believing in the mystery of life, to be open 
and responsive to life.

Expressions and confirmation of these 
two great truths are offered to us in the 
symbolism of the story of the Raising of 
Lazarus.

It is not the resurrection of Lazarus, for 
that is still a future event for him as it is for 
all of us.

This story of the Raising of Lazarus, and 
the two previous stories of the Samaritan 
Woman and the Blind Man from Birth 
are meditations in the Fourth Gospel to 
confirm and deepen our faith in the Risen 
Jesus and our present experience of its 
reality.

It is a great impoverishment to omit 
parts of this rich meditation on the mystery 
of Christi’s Resurrection and our sharing in 
it already begun.

Read this Gospel Story of Lazarus slowly 
and prayerfully.

Even do the same with the consoling 
promise in the brief First Reading, from the 
6th century BC prophet Ezekiel, and with 
the sure hope in the brief Second Read-
ing, from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

If there is a concern for time, shorten the 
homily that follows.

The late Fr John Reilly SJ wrote this 
commentary in 2017.

TOGETHER with St Rose of Lima, Turibius 
is the first known saint of the New World, 
serving in Peru, South America, for 26 years.

Born in Spain and educated for the law, 
he became professor of law at the University 
of Salamanca and eventually became chief 
judge of the Inquisition at Granada. 

He succeeded too well. But he was not 
sharp enough a lawyer to prevent a surprising 
sequence of events.

When the archdiocese of Lima in Peru 
required a new leader, Turibius was chosen to 
fill the post.

 He was the one person with the strength 
of character and holiness of spirit to heal the 
scandals that had infected that area.

He cited all the canons that forbade giving 
laymen ecclesiastical dignities, but he was 
overruled. 

Turibius was ordained priest and bishop 
and sent to Peru, where he found colonialism 
at its worst. The Spanish conquerors were 
guilty of every sort of oppression of the na-
tive population. 

Abuses among the clergy were flagrant, 
and he devoted his energies and suffering to 

5th Sunday of Lent – March 29

1st Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:8-11
Gospel: John 11:1-45

4th Sunday of Lent – March 22

1st Reading: 1 Sam. 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
2nd Reading: Romans 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

Next Sunday’s readings BY FR JOHN REILLY 

St Turibius of Mogrovejo  
SAINTLY LIFE

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK

Monday - St Turibius de Mogrovejo

Patron of Peru

Wednesday - Annunciation of the Lord

First celebrated in the fourth or fifth century

Ministry in 
Peru: St 
Turibius of 
Mogrovejo 
served in 
Peru for 26 
years.

this area first.
He began the long and arduous visitation of 

an immense archdiocese, studying the language, 
staying two or three days in each place, often with 
neither bed nor food. 

Turibius confessed every morning to his chap-
lain, and celebrated Mass with fervour. 

Among those to whom he gave the Sacrament 
of Confirmation was the future St Rose of Lima, 
and possibly the future St Martin de Porres. 

After 1590, he had the help of another great 
missionary, St Francis Solanus.

Though poor his people were sensitive, dread-
ing to accept public charity from others. 

Turibius solved the problem by helping them 
anonymously.

God’s intervention in history
This is Pope Benedict XVI’s 
address delivered at the 
Shrine of the Annunciation in 
Nazareth, after the celebration 
of Vespers with the bishops, 
priests, religious and ecclesial 
movements of Galilee on May 
14, 2009

IT is profoundly moving for me to 
be present with you today in the 
very place where the Word of God 
was made flesh and came to dwell 
among us.

How fitting that we should gather here to sing 
the Evening Prayer of the Church, giving praise 
and thanks to God for the marvels he has done 
for us.

And in this place where Jesus himself grew to 
maturity and learned the Hebrew tongue, I greet 
the Hebrew-speaking Christians, a reminder to 
us of the Jewish roots of our faith.

What happened here in Nazareth, far from the 
gaze of the world, was a singular act of God, a 
powerful intervention in history, through which a 
child was conceived who was to bring salvation 
to the whole world.

The wonder of the Incarnation continues to 
challenge us to open up our understanding to 
the limitless possibilities of God’s transforming 
power, of his love for us, his desire to be united 
with us.

Here the eternally begotten Son of God 
became man, and so made it possible for us, 
his brothers and sisters, to share in his divine 
sonship. 

That downward movement of self-emptying 
love made possible the upward movement of 
exaltation in which we too are raised to share in 
the life of God himself (cf. Philippians 2:6-11).

The Spirit who “came upon Mary” (cf. Luke 

1:35) is the same Spirit who hovered over the 
waters at the dawn of Creation (cf. Genesis 
1:2). 

We are reminded that the Incarnation was a 
new creative act. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ was conceived 
in Mary’s virginal womb through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, God united himself with our 
created humanity, entering into a permanent 
new relationship with us and ushering in a new 
Creation. 

The narrative of the Annunciation illustrates 
God’s extraordinary courtesy. 

He does not impose himself, he does not 
simply pre-determine the part that Mary will 
play in his plan for our salvation – he first seeks 
her consent.

In the original Creation there was clearly no 
question of God seeking the consent of his crea-
tures, but in this new Creation he does so. 

Mary stands in the place of all humanity.

She speaks for us all when she responds to the 
angel’s invitation. 

St Bernard describes how the whole court 
of heaven was waiting with eager anticipation 
for her word of consent that consummated the 
nuptial union between God and humanity. 

Mary said, “Let it be done to me according to 
your word.” 

And the Word of God became flesh.
When we reflect on this joyful mystery, it 

gives us hope, the sure hope that God will 
continue to reach into our history, to act with 
creative power so as to achieve goals which by 
human reckoning seem impossible. 

It challenges us to open ourselves to the trans-
forming action of the Creator Spirit who makes 
us new, makes us one with him, and fills us with 
his life. 

It invites us, with exquisite courtesy, to 
consent to his dwelling within us, to welcome 
the Word of God into our hearts, enabling us to 

Fiat: Annunciation (c. 1472-1475), is thought to be Leonardo da Vinci’s earliest complete work.

respond to him in love and to reach out in love 
towards one another.

In the State of Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories, Christians form a minority of the 
population.

Perhaps at times you feel that your voice 
counts for little. 

Many of your fellow Christians have emi-
grated, in the hope of finding greater security 
and better prospects elsewhere.

Your situation calls to mind that of the young 
virgin Mary, who led a hidden life in Nazareth, 
with little by way of worldly wealth or influ-
ence. 

Yet to quote Mary’s words in her great hymn 
of praise, the Magnificat, God has looked upon 
his servant in her lowliness, he has filled the 
hungry with good things.

Draw strength from Mary’s canticle, which 
very soon we will be singing in union with the 
whole Church throughout the world.

Have the confidence to be faithful to Christ 
and to remain here in the land that he sanctified 
with his own presence.

Like Mary, you have a part to play in God’s 
plan for salvation, by bringing Christ forth into 
the world, by bearing witness to him and spread-
ing his message of peace and unity. 

For this, it is essential that you should be 
united among yourselves, so that the Church in 
the Holy Land can be clearly recognised as “a 
sign and instrument of communion with God and 
of the unity of the entire human race” (Lumen 
Gentium, 1). 

Your unity in faith, hope and love is a fruit of 
the Holy Spirit dwelling within you, enabling 
you to be effective instruments of God’s peace, 
helping to build genuine reconciliation between 
the different peoples who recognise Abraham as 
their father in faith.

For, as Mary joyfully proclaimed in her Mag-
nificat, God is ever “mindful of his mercy, the 
mercy promised to our forefathers, to Abraham 
and his children for ever” (Luke 1:54-55). 

Zenit
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Conversations

Christ with women, when he clearly could have.
That suggests to me that the devil knew of the 

nature of Christ.  
There is nothing in Scripture to suggest, indeed 

the exact opposite, as indicated here, that Christ 
lived his entire life, other than as a celibate.

This point needs to strongly factor in the cur-
rent debate on married clergy.         

 God is judge
RE Adrian Hassett’s letter 
(CL 8/3/20, page 24).

When comforting the dy-
ing, not only would the con-
trasting attitudes of the two 
thieves crucified with Jesus 
come to mind but also His 
command to “love another as 

I have loved you” (John 15.12 ).
Love of neighbour, charity, desires the true 

good of others.
In the Christian context, the true good is eternal 

life. (Catholic Dictionary, by Fr Peter M Stravins-
kas, Ph.D, STD )

As a baby boomer, I too remember what I was 
taught regarding the consequences of dying in a 
state of un-repented mortal sin.

I believed it then and I believe it now as the 
Church’s teaching on this matter is very clear 
(CCC 1033). 

We also live in a confused, subjective and rela-
tivistic society, so it would not be unusual for a 
dying person to ask if they were going to heaven.

The words of St Paul “I am not aware of any-
thing against myself, but I am not thereby acquit-
ted, it is the Lord who judges me” (1 Corinthians 
4:4) are a reminder lest love and compassion, the 
essence of Christian charity, suffer through lack of 
honesty and become uncharitable.

How often are we reminded to be not afraid but 
to trust Jesus?

Have your Say
Post: GPO Box 282, 
Brisbane, QLD 4001

editor@catholicleader.com.au

facebook.com/TheCatholicLeader

twitter.com/TheCatholicLead

@

Prayer List
THIS MONTH
POPE’S INTENTIONS

Catholics in China – We pray that the 
Church in China may persevere in its faith-
fulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.

THIS WEEK

Worldwide – Coronavirus remains a 
challenge across the world, as well as in 
Australia.

Mozambique – Many of the people 
who lost everything when Cyclone Idai 
swept through central Mozambique a year 
ago, continue to face devastating hardship. 
About 1.8 million people were affected.

Nicaragua – The United Nations says 
over the past two years, more than 100,000 
people in Nicaragua have sought asylum 
abroad, reportedly fleeing persecution and 
human rights abuses

Devil revealed
IT was very good to see The 
Catholic Leader of March 8, 
2020, page 2, publish Pope 
Francis’ exegesis on the 
Temptations of Christ (Mat-
thew 4:1-11).

I have always loved this 
lesson from Scripture, and 

Pope Francis’ reflections showed me even more 
insights. 

In this lesson, to tell the truth, the devil unwit-
tingly reveals much of himself.

He sees Christ very hungry, and he reveals that 
one of his evil schemes is to take advantage of a 
needy physical or emotional condition.

He then strikes at those in a vulnerable state, 
and thus easier to tempt.

“Turn these stones into loaves of bread,” he 
says, when Christ is at his most hungry. 

Next, the devil reveals himself a very learned 
student of Scripture.

He tempts Christ (Matthew 4:6) to throw Him-

self from a pinnacle, and angels would carry Him, 
so that His foot would not strike a stone.

Here he quotes exactly Psalms 91:12.
This tells us that the devil is very knowledge-

able on Scripture, and can, and does quote Scrip-
ture, only to his own advantage, mind you, when 
it suits him.    

Thirdly, and most importantly, the devil shows 
he is fully aware that Christ is God.

The devil goes to the most extraordinary 
lengths to tempt Christ, with the most grandiose 
promises, far, far away and above those which he 
would otherwise bother to give to an otherwise 
non-descript Jewish carpenter.

The devil clearly understands who Christ is.  
In this lesson, there is furthermore, most signifi-

cantly, an obvious and conspicuous omission, that 
the devil clearly does not even try to tempt Christ 
with.

He does not place before this young man, the 
obvious temptation of women.

Christ had the fully formed body of an adult 
man, but the devil conspicuously fails to tempt 

The views expressed in the Letters to the Editor are 
not necessarily endorsed by and do not necessarily 
represent the views of The Catholic Leader or the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane. Letters are submitted on 
the condition The Catholic Leader may edit them in 
a manner which meets publication and style require-
ments.

Robert 
Constantine
Deception 
Bay, Qld

J.M. Royal
Bundaberg 
West, Qld

Retweet
CORONAVIRUS has caused widespread disruption across Australia and 
the rest of the world. 

Mary, Queen of Apostles, we 
ask you to protect us from the 
dangers of illness so that we 
may continue to proclaim your 
Son to the world.

Help us live this moment 
in the light of Christian faith 
and hope. Open our hearts 
to solidarity and enable us to 
communicate love and life.

MARY LLOYD

ABC journalist

TRENT HORN

Catholic apologist

CHRISTINA VIVALDO

Order Franciscan Secular

SR NANCY USSELMANN

Daughter of St Paul

Suspending Mass because 
of a pandemic shows pru-
dence, not faithlessness. Char-
ity demands we not unwitting-
ly infect others and God gave 
us intellects to discover how 
to stop diseases. As the Bible 
says, “There is a time when 
success lies in the hands of 
physicians” (Sir. 38:13)

I shopped Saturday & it was 
noticeable elderly, widows, in 
particular struggled. Let’s try to 
give them extra help if you see 
them trying to get a cart, or giv-
ing them your cart, a smile of 
compassion or assurance they 
are not alone. Family should be 
with them.

Not sure about the need 
to #Lockdownaustralia and 
#CloseTheSchools? Consider 
this: - unsymptomatic people 
are causing high numbers of 
infections

- they can be shedding high 
viral loads

- decision makers don’t yet 
understand how it spreads

The Catholic Leader can accept inserts that are within, or do not conflict with, the objectives of The Brisbane Catholic Archdiocese.  
The Catholic Leader has a policy of only one insert per edition, therefore early bookings are advisable. 

Call or email now to get a quote. Email: advertising@catholicleader.com.au | Ph: (07) 3324 3555 

BROCHURE 
ADVERTISING book your insert NOW

Target potential donors or new clients for your business with a brochure of your fundarising campaign or services sent direct to their inbox! The brochure can contain photos to showcase your 
mission, special offerings, a description and any useful description to showcase your cause and your business.

No-name letters
THE Catholic Leader reminds writers to Have 
Your Say that letters should carry a name, 
address and contact telephone number. 

We receive many letters from anonymous 
writers requesting publication. Without your 
name and contact details this is not possible. 

We will not usually publish a letter that has 
already appeared in another newspaper, nei-
ther will we normally publish anything which 
is more than 400 words.

We routinely edit contributions for defama-
tion, grammar, prolixity, coherence and style.

The devil goes 
to the most 
extraordinary 

lengths to tempt Christ, 
with the most grandiose 
promises, far ... above 
those which he would 
otherwise bother to give 
to an otherwise 
non-descript 
Jewish carpenter.

When comforting 
the dying, not only 
would the contrasting 
attitudes of the two 
thieves crucified with 
Jesus come to mind but 
also His command to 
“love another as I have 
loved you”.

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
mailto:editor@catholicleader.com.au
http://facebook.com/TheCatholicLeader
http://twitter.com/TheCatholicLead
mailto:advertising@catholicleader.com.au
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Arts + entertainment

UNDERSTANDING “OUR 
FATHER”: BIBLICAL REFLEC-
TIONS ON THE LORD’S 
PRAYER
Scott Hahn; Emmaus Road 
Publishing, Steubenville, Ohio, 
United States (fourth printing); 
2019

Reviewed by Barbara Flynn

SCOTT Hahn, a highly respected and much 
published Scripture scholar unpacks each of 
the prayer statements in 
the Lord’s Prayer in this 
inspirational book blending 
his own insights with teach-
ings from the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church and 
scriptures mainly from St 
Paul and St Peter.

Cardinals, bishops and other scholars com-
mend Hahn’s work, now in its fourth reprint, for 
its solid catechesis and profound insights.

Also, in Part Two, the inclusion of writings 
on prayer by four great Church Fathers, St 
Cyprian, St Cyril of Jerusalem, St John Chrys-
ostom and St Augustine is praised.

Hahn initially examines the belief that the 
Lord’s Prayer is frequently taken for granted 
and not appreciated for its true significance.

He emphasises that, not only is it “the centre-

piece of the Sermon on the Mount but also it is 
a gift to humanity”.

Given directly by Jesus, our Lord, when he 
is in prayer, he introduces to his followers their 
relationship with God whom he addresses as 
“Our Father”.

He is establishing his relationship with God 
as Father to be also the relationship which his 
disciples experience.

To people of Hebrew culture this intimacy 
with God being attributed “Fatherhood” was 
quite radical.

Jesus’ disciples were being given a model 
prayer which is God-centred, not self-centred, 
and containing seven petitions in a unified, 
compact whole.

It is a model for building our relationship 
with God and one another through prayer.

It is a prayer from the heart when prayed in 
surrender.

God is to be acknowledged and honoured 
as our Father before we petition our personal 
requests and needs.

These are expressed thus: “give us”; “forgive 
us”; “lead us”; “deliver us”.

In further discussion, Hahn links the third 
and fourth petitions, unpacking “the idea of 
Kingdom” and “Thy will be done” as impor-
tant to Jesus and the sacred writers of the New 
Testament.

Study of Jesus’ teachings, many as parables, 
frequently gives veiled references for interpret-
ing meanings within “the concept of Kingdom”.

His Hebrew audience had a history of want-

ing a King foreshadowed in the Old Covenant.
So Jesus desired that his followers come to 

understand that with the coming of Jesus, “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2).

In Jesus’ lifetime he was not recognised as 
King.

Hahn points out, using 
references from the Cat-
echism (no. 2771), that we 
continue to pray asking “Thy 
Kingdom come” because the 
Kingdom of God is not fully 
manifested.

As a couplet, Hahn consid-
ers “Lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil”, 
giving his personal insights.

He points out among 
other matters that temptations 
when resisted through prayer 
can be a way of strengthen-
ing faith.

When the believer accepts 
Christian teachings, made 
through their free will and 
choice, the acknowledge 
both temptations and evil 
but strive with prayer to deal 
with these realities.

It is interesting to note that there has recently 
been discussion by Pope Francis regarding the 
intended wording “Lead us not into temptation”.

Meanings in the original Aramaic and Greek 
of the early Church may be blurred in current 

translations into the English language.
Hahn’s insights into the Doxology or 

concluding prayer not included in earliest 
manuscripts of the New Testament gives some 
historical facts.

It is an exhortation of 
confidence and hope in God’s 
Fatherhood, providence, help 
and grace, and His presence 
with His people.

Hahn has written with 
clarity, presenting theological 
reflections linking Old and 
New testaments, and offering 
his personal insights from 
meditation and scholarship.

His aim has been to deepen 
our understanding of the 
nature and importance of 
prayer as a way of develop-
ing intimacy with God while 
acknowledging God as the 
centre of our existence, “our 
supernatural destiny”.

Jesus, by gifting His dis-
ciples with the “Our Father”, 
has “assisted people for all 

time in their spiritual life”.
This book is recommended as a prayer help.

The book is available at St Paul’s Book 
Centre, Elizabeth Street, Brisbane.

Book

Unpacking what’s at heart of prayer from Jesus

Another shot at hope
School days: School basketball coach Jack 
Cunningham (Ben Affleck) and one of his 
players Marcus (Melvin Gregg) star in a scene 
from the movie The Way Back.
Photo: CNS

THE WAY BACK: Starring 
Ben Affleck, Janina Gavankar, 
T.K. Carter, Hayes MacArthur. 
Directed by Gavin O’Connor. 
Rated M (Mature themes, 
coarse language and sexual 
references) 108 minutes

By Sr Hosea Rupprecht

WHOSE life doesn’t involve a 
crazy mixture of heartbreak and joy, 
despair and hope, death and life, 
weakness and redemption?

Jack Cunningham (Ben 
Affleck), the protagonist of 
the sports drama The Way 
Back, can surely relate to all 
those shared highs and lows.

We first meet construction 
worker Jack as a hopeless 
drunk, putting a can of beer 
in his shower caddy at home, 
another brew or harder stuff in his coffee mug 
at work, and going through a whole case in one 
night.

When he shows up at his sister Beth’s 
(Michaela Watkins) home for Thanksgiving, he 
already has a drink in hand.

Yet, by contrast, he shows himself a doting un-
cle, reading bedtime stories to his young nephew.

When Beth confronts him about his isolation, 
she also tells him that his wife Angela (Janina 
Gavankar) called her, worried about him.

We later learn that Jack and Angela are still 
married but have separated after a devastating 
family loss.

When the basketball coach at the Catholic high 
school he attended suffers a heart attack, former 
hoops star Jack is asked to take over the program.

His alcohol-fuddled brain comes up with tons 
of excuses as to why he can’t do this.

But, surprisingly, he shows up at the gym for 
practice the next day and is introduced to the 
team by the assistant coach Dan (Al Madrigal).

Jack is less than impressed by what he sees.
The team’s stats are awful.
They “couldn’t hit the ocean from the beach”, 

as Jack puts it.
As penned by Brad Ingelsby, director Gavin 

O’Connor’s film is permeated with the kind of 
off-colour language that might be overheard in a 

locker room.
Unlike many other movies, though, the swear-

ing in The Way Back isn’t gratuitous. Instead it 
serves as a symptom of Jack’s deep suffering.

Thus, as he works with the players, finds a 
new sense of purpose and begins to heal, his 
instances of mouthing off diminish – although 
they don’t disappear completely.

Jack’s vocabulary becomes an issue for the 
team’s chaplain Fr Mark (Jeremy Radin), who 
reminds him that swearing is against the school’s 
code of conduct.

This leads to an amusing exchange between 
the two.

Angered during a match, Jack gives forth an 
expletive, only to get the “hairy eyeball” from Fr 
Mark. “I’m working on it,” Jack responds, rein-
ing in his frustration.

“Work harder,” the chaplain curtly replies.
The movie’s depiction of Jack’s recovery is so 

unrealistic as to be unsettling.

He goes cold turkey without any support from 
others. However, the script does at least demon-
strate that Jack’s path back to a fulfilling, happy 
life is not free of pitfalls – nor is his deliverance 
from dependency a one-and-done deal unmarred 
by setbacks.

At one point, Dan tells Jack not to underes-
timate the influence he can have in the lives of 
kids on the team.

And this is borne out as the story progresses.
Jack helps Brandon (Brandon Wilson) come 

out of his shell and live up to his potential for 
leadership.

Similarly, Jack guides Marcus (Melvin Gregg) 
– who has previously just skidded by using his 
natural charisma – to take responsibility for 
himself and his actions.

The Way Back does nothing to break free of 
the traditional formula of sports movies, and 
these aspects of the plot are highly predictable.

Yet Affleck carries the proceedings with able 

acting and the younger members of the cast, 
especially Wilson, give believable performances 
as well.

Catholic viewers will appreciate the parochial-
school setting, although faith doesn’t play a 
big part in Jack’s journey or those of the other 
characters.

What The Way Back does provide, however, 
is hope.

Jack’s redemption shows that no matter how 
much suffering life throws at us, we can once 
again experience love if we simply remain open 
to it.

The film contains mature themes, including al-
coholism, a few instances of profanity, frequent 
crude and crass language and a vulgar sexual 
reference.

Sr Hosea Rupprecht, a Daughter of St 
Paul, is a guest reviewer for Catholic News 
Service.

Film
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Extra

Across 
1 People gathered at mass 
(8)
5 Goes by (6)
10 Where Jesus met a 
woman at a well (7)
11 Sacred cup (7)
12 Speak (5)
13 Shape (4)
14 Used a chair (3)
17 Romans (3)
18 Before the hills in order 
____ and earth received her 
frame (5)
20 Christ destroyed _____ 
forever (5)
23 Go to see someone (5)
25 Fundamental (5)
27 Is able (3)
28 Jesus was one (3)
30 Where the sun sets (4)
32 In with (5)
35 Innate (7)
36 Entry point (7)
37 False teaching (6)
38 Liturgy of the Word (8)

Down 
1 Additionally (4)
2 Occasionally (9)
3 Kills (7)
4 Jacob’s first wife (4)
6 Frightened (7)
7 Agitates (5)
8 Pleasant to taste (5)
9 Corpus Canonum Ecclisar-
um Orientalium (4)
15 Proverbs (4)
16 Burial chamber (4)

IN THE KITCHEN

IN THE GARDEN
SWAP from nitrogen-rich fertilisers to 
flower and fruit fertilisers to reduce the 
risk of foliar fungal diseases. Sow or plant 
sweet peas, garden and snow peas in 
prepared soil or containers.

CROSSWORD

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

19 To ___ you shall return (4)
21 Celebrated the Sunday 
before Pentecost (9)
22 He... is seated at the right 
___ of the Father (4)
24 The disciples saw Jesus 
waking on water ___ them (7)
26 Into your hands I ___ my 
spirit (7)

28 Swallowed by a great 
fish. (5)
29 Baptismal symbol (5)
31 You are the ____ of the 
earth (4)
33 ___ your enemies, and 
pray for those who persecute 
you (4)
34 Eras (4)

WE’RE over halfway through Lent so here’s 
a meat-free recipe to try in the next couple 
of weeks.

SPINACH AND MUSHROOM QUICHE 
WITH SUNDRIED TOMATOES

INGREDIENTS:

1/2 tbsp olive oil
1 clove garlic, crushed
1 cup mushrooms, sliced
1 tbsp basil, diced
1 cup fresh baby spinach or frozen spin-

ach
Dash of salt and pepper
1/4 cup sundried tomatoes, diced
1/2 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded
1/2 cup milk
3 eggs, lightly beaten
1 23cm unbaked pastry (puff pastry or 

short crust)
Salt and pepper

 DIRECTIONS:

Preheat oven to 200C. In a non-stick pan, 
heat oil on medium heat.

Add garlic and mushrooms and cook until 
tender. Add basil, spinach, salt and pepper 
and cook for another minute until spinach 
begins to wilt slightly.

Place the pastry on the tray with bak-
ing paper on the bottom. Place mushroom 
mixture on top and sprinkle with sundried 
tomato and cheese.

In a large bowl, whisk together milk and 
eggs. Pour egg mixture evenly over the other 
ingredients in the pie shell.

Place pie in the oven lined with aluminium 
foil and bake for 45 minutes. Uncover and 
bake another 10-15 minutes until top is set 
and golden brown.

PET OF THE WEEK

MILOS “is a very happy chap”, a spokes-
person for Animal Welfare League 
Queensland said. “He loves to have pats 
and will actively seek out pats and cud-
dles. Milos is very inquisitive and is happy 
just roaming around sniffing and investi-
gating his surroundings,” the spokesper-
son said. “He is a very handsome dude 
and would make a great house mate.” 
Call AWLQ on 3631 6800 to arrange 
a meeting, or search Animal Welfare 
League Queensland website to see all 
animals which are available for adoption.

Name

Address

P/C

Phone

Age

COLOUR OF LIFE The Annunciation of the Lord
March 25

WIN A PRIZE PACK
Send your entry to: New Generation, The 
Catholic Leader, GPO Box 282, Brisbane, 
Qld 4001. Entries close on March 30. This 
week’s winner is Bailey Barrett, 6, of   
Wynnum, Qld. 
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MIKE-BIRGAN Cabinet 
maker, kitchens, vanities, wall 
units, bathroom renovations, new 
bench tops. Reasonable prices. 
Free quotes. No job too small. 
Tel. (07) 3893 1430 or (07) 3396 
0199 (a/hrs).

Cabinet Maker

Building repairs

BUILDING REPAIRS 
Alterations, Carports, Stair 
replacement, Gates and fences, 
Retaining walls, Solid Workman-
ship, Reasonable Rates, Free 
quote. Registered Builder Licence 
# 41137 Ph: Michael 0412 744 
172

Audiology

Independent & 
Audiologist Owned

Hearing Assessments
Hearing Aids
FREE DVA and 
Pensioner Services

OPEN 6 DAYS
(07) 3398 8862

876 Old Cleveland Road
Carina Q 4152 
www.johnpearcyaudiology.com.au

Individual, Relationship, 
Marriage, Grief/Loss
Premarriage Education for 
engaged couples. 

Catherine Dodemont
BSocSci,MCouns,FOCCUS Reg’d

No referrals required
Call directly: 0413 623 162
E: cdc.dodemont@gmail.com
www.cdcounsellor.com.au

Counselling

Counsellor

Legal

Pest Control

Funerals

• Tree removals, stump grinding, pruning
• Level 5 Arborist reports and appraisals
• Storm season prep/damage clean-up
• $20 million Public Liability insurance

• Family owned and operated
• Free quotes

 Phone: 3355 5398
Mobile: 0418 789 018
E: contact@abletreeservice.com.au

www.abletreesservice.com.au

M U L C H  F O R  S A L E

Tree Services

Removalist

Accident 
compensation  

experts

07 5628 0070
Phil  Griffin 

Bundall
www.stacklaw.com.au

Funeral Services with 
Dignity and Compassion

For however you choose to say 
goodbye...

Phone: 07 3293 0555 
Email: info@holycrossfunerals.com

www.holycrossfunerals.com

An Apostolic Work of the Catholic Church
Celebrating life...

•	 Local	&	Interstate
•	 Professional	packing	service
•	 Storage	Short/Long	term
•	 Carton	sales
•	 Free	Quotes

Established 1962

Brisbane:	3480	2333
Rockhampton:	4924	2424
www.gormans.com.au

Accommodation

HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION
Golden Beach Caloundra. Family 
home.100 meters to bathing 
reserve and fishing beach. 
Pet friendly. From $500 per week. 
0439 886 509 for more 
information

ADVERTISING
SPACE

AVAILABLE
CALL NOW!

Starting at
$50

FEATURED EVENTS

MARIAN VALLEY, CANUNGRA: Thursday 19th 
March Feast of St Joseph – Lenten Spiritual Renewal 
day 10.00am Holy Hour with Rosary & Confessions; 
11.00am Mass.   Lunch.  1.00pm Stations of the Cross. 
Pilgrims are invited to carry the cross from Station 
to Station.  Benediction. Divine Mercy Chaplet.  All 
Welcome. www.marianvalley.org.   Ph. 07 5533 3617.  

CANCELLED: THE IONA PASSION PLAY IS 
BACK IN BRISBANE THIS YEAR! Saturday 4th 
April 2pm & 7pm; Good Friday 10th April 7pm at IPAC 
Theatre, Iona College, 85 North Rd, Lindum. Tickets: 
Earlybird & groups: $15-$19 until 30th of March, 
General admission: $20-$22; Children 5-14 $7, under 5 
free on lap. Bookings: www.passionplay.org.au

CANCELLED: GOOD FRIDAY MUSICAL 
MEDITATION Friday 10 April, 5:30pm, Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 369 Given Terrace, Rosalie.
CANTICUM CHAMBER CHOIR advises that due to the 
current situation with Covid-19 this concert has been 
cancelled. For further information see  
www.canticum.org.au. 

Do you have an event to advertise?  
Place a Featured Events listing  – prices starting from $14.40 (excl. GST). 

Call 07 3324 3555 or email advertising@catholicleader.com.au

MAR 
19

APR
10

APR
4

Start your news career on Page One.

Apply for an internship today.

Unleash your potential vocation in the media at catholicleader.com.au/jobs

If you are a university student wanting to make your mark in the media industry, why not join 
Australia’s leading Catholic news team. All our internships are designed to offer students 
invaluable experience across all sections of the newsroom, from the reporter’s chair, to the 
marketing whiteboard, and even thumbing through our social media. As a newspaper with a 
legacy lasting 100 years in Queensland, we’ll help you get ahead in the news industry while 
you grow in your passion for the job.

Employment

Keeping Faith with You

Stay informed with the important issues 
that affect you,  your family and your faith

Subscribe: www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe | phone: 07 3324 3555
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Keeping Faith with You

Stay informed with the 
important issues that affect you, 
your family and your faith

SUBSCRIBE:
www.catholicleader.com.au

Phone: 07 3324 3555

By Debbie Cramsie

PAUL Field wears his heart on his 
sleeve – literally. 

The manager of the world’s most popular chil-
dren’s entertainers, The Wiggles, has the name of 
his late daughter Bernadette tattooed on his arm 
along with his beloved Sacred Heart, an image he 
says typifies both his suffering and strength.

More than 30 years on, he admits his Catholic 
faith has helped him cope with the tragic loss 
of his daughter to SIDS (Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome), one of the most painful experiences 
of his life.

The former lead singer with Aussie band The 
Cockroaches was on tour in Queensland with 
brothers and bandmates Anthony and John when 
his second child died suddenly in her sleep.

Only hours before, he heard his daughter mut-
ter the words “ta ta” on the phone. 

Ironically, the next day it ended up being her 
last words to him – perhaps her way of saying 
goodbye.

“You never, ever get over the loss of a child, 
it’s like an open wound that scars you and chang-
es you forever,” he said with a tear in his eye.

“You feel like you actually can’t survive it, 
that you might actually die yourself the grief is 
so overwhelming.

“But I believe in the Communion of Saints 
and know that Bernadette is always with me.

“I still have bad Bernadette days, even weeks, 
but there is a real comfort growing up as a 
Catholic, I know there is life after death and that 
love goes on forever.

“My faith has allowed me to come to terms 
with her passing and know her spirit lives on. 

“Prayer and faith has always been a part of my 
life and brings me back to the fact we just need to 
love one another, it really is what gives me hope.”

Growing up in a devout Catholic family, Paul 
and his six siblings attended St Bernadette’s 
Primary School at Lalor Park where both his 
parents were committed members of the school 
and parish community. 

His dad coached the school footy team, his 
mum, who he describes as a “black-belt Catho-
lic”, played the organ at Mass and together they 
ran the Parents and Friends Association.  

It was also a house alive with music and 
where The Cockroaches and Wiggles were born. 

Both his parents came from musical back-
grounds with his mum often saying “learning to 
play music is as important as learning to read and 
write”.

He smiles as he thinks back to his primary 
school years and in particular Sr Dominic – his 
music teacher who he attributes for the existence 
of both The Cockroaches and The Wiggles.

“Sr Dominic was pretty tough but also in-
stilled in all of us a real love of music,” he said.

“She used to say ‘I bet you’d rather be out 
kicking a footy rather than in here playing 
music’ which was probably true to a certain 
extent but she certainly gave us a love of music 
and without her I doubt The Cockroaches or The 
Wiggles would ever have existed.

“I look back at our time in primary school 
and it fills me with such happy memories, a time 
growing up in a beautiful and faith-filled family.”

After completing Year 12 at St Joseph’s Hunt-
er’s Hill, Paul attended ACU where he met and 
formed The Cockroaches, which later morphed 
into The Wiggles featuring his brother and only 
remaining original member Anthony. 

However, after the death of his daughter and a 

change in the music scene due to new regula-
tions around venues, Paul stepped away from 
the industry and worked in a number of fields 
including teaching at St Joseph’s Hunters Hill 
before returning to The Wiggles as managing 
director more than 20 years ago.

Paul said growing up watching his parents 
volunteering around his local parish and school 
taught him to give back where you can and assist 
those in need.

Apart from the everyday charity “meet and 
greets” the band perform, they are also huge 
supporters of Red Nose Day in honour of Berna-
dette, UNICEF and Catholic agency Vinnies.

And it was during a fundraising concert for 
bushfire relief in January that original yellow 
Wiggle Greg Page suffered a cardiac arrest that 
set Paul’s prayers into overdrive.

Mr Page collapsed after sustaining a coronary 
occlusion – a blockage of one of the major blood 
vessels to the heart – at a reunion concert where 
he was performing with original Wiggles band-
mates Murray Cook, Anthony Field and Jeff Fatt.

“None of us thought he would survive, it re-
ally was a miracle,” he said.

“He came off stage and collapsed, there was 
no pulse and there was no breathing, nothing.

“There was a nurse and a doctor in the audi-
ence and they really brought Greg back. 

“I certainly said my share of prayers that night, 
as they say there’s no pagans on a battlefield.”

As one of the world’s most successful 
children’s entertainers, The Wiggles have sold 
a whopping 30 million cd/dvd’s, nine million 
books and 10 million live concert tickets yet his 
marriage to Pauline is the achievement he is most 
proud of. 

Together for 41 years, married for 37, their 
relationship has endured their ups-and-downs 

yet is stronger today than ever. He said the bond 
they shared was unbreakable and admits the best 
times in his life are those spent together.

“I guess we were meant to be, my name is 
Paul, hers Pauline, we are both the middle child 
of seven, we both came from the Hunter Valley, 
both our dads had major medical episode’s in 
their 30s that they were lucky to survive and we 
both are people of great faith.

“We grew up in very Catholic families and 
have that common thread in both our lives that 
really has cemented us together.

“Around 75 per cent of couples separate after 
the death of a child and I can see why yet we 
both got counselling and got through it together.

“She has been at the centre of it all and I 
couldn’t have imagined going through it all 
without her.”

Today when Paul isn’t travelling the globe 
with The Wiggles you’ll find him on stage with 
his band, The Sacred Hearts, further testimony to 
the depth of his faith.

With former Wiggle Jeff Fatt, the rockabilly 
outfit plays regular gigs around the country to 
a band of dedicated fans mostly unaware of the 
origin of the band’s name.

“I have always loved the symbol of The Sacred 
Heart, it represents my faith and is so beautiful to 
look at,” he said. “To me it means both strength 
yet the struggle that we all face in life.

“The music we play gives me so much joy and 
the name is a real comfort.

“I am so blessed with everything I have and 
don’t ever take that for granted.

“Ours is such a worldwide faith that makes 
sense and has been a constant in my life even in 
the challenging times.”

This story first appeared in The Catholic 
Weekly from Sydney archdiocese

Paul’s 
heart 
on his 
sleeve

You never, ever get 
over the loss of a child, it’s 

like an open wound that 
scars you and changes you 
forever. ... But I believe in 
the Communion of Saints 
and know that Bernadette 
is always with me.

Loving memory: Paul Field shows the 
tattoo he has on his arm in honour of his 
daughter Bernadette who died of SIDS 
more than 30 years ago. 
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This is the homily of Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge at the solemn
pontifical requiem Mass of 
Archbishop John Bathersby at St 
Stephen’s Cathedral, on March 16

IT must have been all those moun-
tains he climbed – not Everest per-
haps but certainly Tibrogargan. 

Long after everything else seemed to shut 
down, his heart kept beating, even though the 
Bathersbys were supposed to have weak hearts. 

He lingered far longer than we expected; 
at one point we thought he’d never die. But 
finally in the morning light of Monday,  March 
9 John Alexius Bathersby, sixth Bishop and fifth 
Archbishop of Brisbane, breathed his last in the 
eighty-fourth year of his life. 

News of his death came as the Bishops of 
Queensland were preparing for morning Mass 
with the students of the seminary at Banyo. 

There was a touching symmetry in this. John 
had entered the seminary straight from school in 
1954; he had returned as spiritual director years 
later; and then as Bishop of Cairns and Arch-
bishop of Brisbane he was responsible for some 
of the bigger decisions in the seminary’s history. 

Here we were at the place that had so marked 
John’s life and, as I said to the seminarians, at a 
place where they were more deeply marked by 
John Bathersby than they realised.  

I first met John way back in the late 1970s 
when he was spiritual director of the seminary 
and I was a recently ordained priest of Mel-
bourne. 

He invited me to come to Brisbane to preach 
the Holy Week retreat to the seminarians. 

When I met him, I was surprised; I’d expected 
something more in the imagined mode of spir-
itual directors – ascetical, solemn, other-worldly. 

What I found was something quite different: 
an Aussie original and a Queensland classic. 

I’d never struck anything quite like it; and 
through the years since then my sense of surprise 
at John Bathersby has never left me.  

He seemed the quintessential little Aussie 
battler, but he was in fact – as I came to see more 
through the years – a man of high intelligence 
and deep spirituality, straight-forward yet decep-
tive, a very accessible character yet with great 
distances. 

There was even a touch of the mystic about 
him. 

Another small man called John once wrote 
a book called The Ascent of Mount Carmel; 
he was also into mountain-climbing, but of the 
metaphoric kind.

His book is one of the great classics of Chris-
tian mysticism, and in it he sees the spiritual 
life as a kind of mountain-climbing – a long and 
winding ascent from darkness towards the glori-
ous light of the summit where, according to the 
prophet Isaiah, “the Lord of hosts has prepared 
for all peoples a banquet of rich food and finest 
wines” (25:6). 

That was St John of the Cross, and John Bath-
ersby saw the spiritual life in the same terms. 
It was a search, at times a struggle for the great 
banquet on the summit of God’s mountain when 
all the climbing would be done.  

John certainly loved a meal. 
After our first encounter at the seminary, we 

were together again in Rome in the early 1980s 
– he doing a doctorate in spirituality and I the 
Masters in biblical studies. 

There was quite a group of young Australian 
priests studying in Rome at the time, and we’d 
meet regularly on a Saturday night for a meal, 
eating our way through the menu and drinking a 
bit too much wine. 

Those meals were one of the more important 
and memorable moments of my years in Rome, 
and John Bathersby was at the heart of it all, 
master of the banquet in a most unpretentious 
way. 

He was delightful, often hilarious company, 
regaling us with stories of extraordinary charac-
ters of the Toowoomba diocese and eye-popping 
events from his time in Goondiwindi. 

But there was more than the fun. There was a 
human solidity and a spiritual depth which were 
precious in our time away which most of us 
found humanly and spiritually taxing. 

He was a bit older than the rest of us and had 
a wisdom to match. As I look back now to those 

Reaching the end of the climb

years and those meals, I can see that I owe John 
Bathersby a deep debt of personal gratitude in 
ways that are not easily expressed, at least in a 
forum as public as this. 

But thanks, Bats, for everything.
Beyond those years in Rome our 

lives became more and more 
strangely interwoven until 
finally I was appointed to 
succeed him in Brisbane 
after his retirement 
in late 2011. When 
news of my appoint-
ment came through, 
I thought of other 
times at Banyo and 
in Rome – and how 
bizarre it was that I 
was to follow him as 
Archbishop. I’d never 
really thought of John 
as the kind of man they’d 
appoint to Brisbane, and 
I had absolutely no sense 
that they would appoint me to 
succeed him. I thought of the mo-
ment when, after one of those Roman meals, 
John offered to take me home on the back of his 
motor-scooter. 

The night was wet, the cobbles slippery – and 
I clung on for dear life. I’d never been 
more relieved to make it home, 
and I vowed never again 
to ride or go pillion on a 
motor-scooter, at least 
not with him. 

I think now how 
extraordinary that 
two Archbishops of 
Brisbane were on 
that Vespa and both 
of us could’ve been 
killed.

One of the good 
things about coming 
to Brisbane, I thought, 
was the chance to spend 
time with John. 

But it wasn’t to be. By the 
time I arrived the dementia was 
already taking hold, and any attempt I 
made to pick his brain about the diocese came to 
nothing. The blankness was descending. 

This became more dramatic as time went by, 
to the point where towards the end there was no 
recognition, no power of speech. 

Knowing what John Bathersby had been in his 

prime, the marvellous vitality of the man, there 
was more than a touch of tragedy about this. 

He had always dreamt of retiring to Stan-
thorpe, perhaps to write some local history. But 
that too was beyond him and a move back to 

Brisbane was inevitable as the demen-
tia worsened. 

In the end his world was 
small and simple, but in a 

sense it always was. The 
younger John had no 
episcopal aspirations 
or ambitions; and as 
Bishop his was never 
the grand style. 

It took him quite 
a while to learn how 
to manage a crozier; 
he needed the then 
Fr Ken Howell to tell 

him what to wear and 
when; and though he 

lived in the big house at 
Wynberg his own quarters 

could hardly have been humbler. 
I took one look at them when 

I came and immediately decided to move 
upstairs to something more spacious. 

Just as Pope Francis is recasting the papal 
style, making it less monarchical, less grand 

in scale, John Bathersby recast the 
episcopal style, making it more 

down-to-earth, less princely. 
He was more a pastor 
than a pontiff.

John had his crises, 
perhaps even his 
failures, especially 
in the later years as 
dementia began to 
take hold. 

But through it all, 
in the words of the 
Letter to the Hebrews 

which he loved and 
often quoted, John did 

not “lose sight of Jesus” 
(12:2). 
But perhaps his legacy 

is deeper and may prove more 
enduring. 

Before all else John Bathersby was a lover 
of Jesus, and he spoke of this more as he grew 
older. 

In the Gospel we have heard today, the Greek-
speaking Jews say to Philip and Andrew, “We 
want to see Jesus”; and that was what drove 

John Bathersby. 
He wanted to see Jesus, and that became an 

ever deepening passion in his life. 
The One he wanted to see was no pale Galile-

an or good old plastic Jesus.  It was the crucified 
Lord, here and now as presence and power; and 
it was no accident that he took as his episcopal 
motto Lex crucis, the law of the Cross. 

Nor was it by chance that he died clutching a 
cross. 

There was, he knew, no other way than by the 
Cross of Christ that he could reach the summit; 
there was no other path. He knew the great truth 
spoken by Jesus in the Gospel: “Unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies it bears much 
fruit” (John 12:24). Now the grain falls finally 
deep into the earth.

John didn’t speak the language of philosophy 
so much; he didn’t specialise in arguments of 
intellectual sophistication. 

His was the simpler and more mysterious 
language of discipleship, and he offered the 
arguments of love. 

For twenty years he never ceased to point his 
flock in that direction, urging them not to “lose 
sight of Jesus” in the midst of all the troubles 
and turmoil, all the complexities and confusion. 

In that sense, John Bathersby was a simple 
man, but it was the hard-won simplicity of a man 
who had come to know what really mattered 
on the long climb of life. That simplicity, that 
clarity of vision, is his greatest legacy to the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane.

In the Gospel story of the Transfiguration, 
which the Church read on the Sunday John lay 
dying, Jesus leads Peter, James and John up a 
high mountain, and there on the summit he is 
transfigured dazzlingly in their presence. 

They see him as never before; they see him as 
he really is. 

Through the years, Jesus has led our John up a 
high mountain, and from the summit the view is 
spectacular – not the sweeping panorama but the 
vision of Jesus. Now that he has reached the end 
of the climb, during which he has never “lost 
sight of Jesus”, John stands before the dazzling 
vision of Christ crucified and risen, the Lord 
whose scars shine like the sun. 

The climbing is all done, the time for rest has 
come, as the Lord of hosts ushers John to the 
table of heaven’s banquet where he will surely 
be the best of companions as he was all those 
years ago in Rome. 

Eternal rest give to John, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in 
peace. Amen.

Man of God: Archbishop Mark Coleridge sprinkles the coffin of Archbishop Emeritus John Bathersby with Holy Water before it is lowered into its 
final resting place in the crypt of St Stephen’s Cathedral. Below, Archbishop Bathersby while he was Archbishop of Brisbane.   Photo: Alan Edgecomb

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/


32

www.catholicleader.com.au The Catholic Leader, March 22, 2020

Archbishop John Bathersby

Farewelling a man of God

Saying goodbye: Archbishop Bathersby farewells children at St Augustine’s College, Springfield in 2004.

Priest and friend: A young Fr John Bathersby after he entered the priesthood. 

Joy of youth: Archbishop John Bathersby with some young parishioners early in his tenure; and
(below), Archbishop Bathersby with children from Our Lady of the Assumption school, Enoggera.
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